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THE RIGHTPONOURABLE 

Lady Louifa, Vifcountefs Stormont. 



I 



MADAM, 

FEEL fo much fatisfadlion in hav- 



ing received a hint of the moft be- 
neficial tendency from the exemplary 
virtues of your Ladyfhip, that I cannot 
forbear, thus openly, to make it known. 
If your Ladyfhip's maternal piety and 
care, in the fuckling and in the nurtur- 
ing of your children, had not given 
abundant proof to the w^orld, that you 
greatly prefer your duty before the 
ufages of perfons of your. high rank; 
before the diftindtions of beauty and 
refined manners (which diftin6tions, / 
however, are, in yourfelf, pre-eminent) 
I had not thought of offering to the 
confideration of the public a fermon 
on the duty of parents towards their 
children. 

A a The 



DEDICATION. 

The valuable and conftituent prin- 
ciples of piety and moral duty, which 
you have learned from the excellent 
Lady your mother, do not appear in 
the pride of felf-congratulation, nor in 
the llifFnefs of precept; but in that all- 
attradtive grace of pradlical virtue, which 
juftly renders your Ladyftiip an orna- 
ment to the Britifh Court, and a real 
honour to your country. 

If the Sermons in this volume Ihould 
be conlidered by your Ladyfhip as not 
unworthy of your protection, I Ihall 
have the happinefs to refledl, that a 
melancholy retirement hath not been 
fpent in vain ; and that I may be per- 
mitted to cherilh the gratitude and re- 
fpedt with which I am, 

MADAM, 

Your Ladyfhip's 

very obliged, and 

Mill-Hill, Hendon, moft humble fervant, 

June 24, 1786. 

W"- Martin Trinder/ 
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SERMON L 



ON EDUCATION. 



Prov. xxii. 6* 

Train up a child in the way he jh all go ; and^ 
'when he is old, he ivillnot depart from it. 

IN all ages and hiftories of the world, the 
,beft and the wifeft of mankind have con- 
fidered the right education of their children, 
as a principal objedt of their care ; knowings 
well, that riches and- honours are adven- 
titious ; that they depend on accident ; but 
that a well-formed mind is an ineftimable 
treafure, that is in great degree, indepen- 
dent of the good or ill of this life, and that 
it is both a public and a private bleffing. 
Solomon, as a patriot king, as a father, as a 
B philo- 
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t ON EDt;clATlO«4 

philofopher, well knowing the mighty in-^ 
iluence of education^ and highly regarding 
the welfare of his family and of his people, 
hafh, in various parts of this book of Pro- 
verbs, drawn tip feveral (hort and ufcful 
f lilcs, by which all, cfpecially young per- 
fons, fftay, Wifely, dircft their condudl; 
but the text is addrcfied to parents, and 
not to them only, but to all pe#(bns who 
'are cntroftcd with the education of chil- 
dren ; and therefore, as the adnnionition is, 
almoft, of general concern, fuffer me to dif- 
courfe uppn it digreffively as well as clofely ; 
for furely nothing can be too much faid, pro- 
vided that it be well faid,? upon the ufeful- 
nefs of training up a child in the way that 
he fliould go, for, it is moft certain, that^ 
when he is old, he will not depart from ft. , 
I ft Then I do not fcruple to condemn 
that fafliionable, but moft unnatural cuftom, 
of robbing a new-born infant of its proper 
aliment, namely, its mother's milk ; if the 
infant be regarded, it cannot be too foon, 
after its birth, applied to the parent's breaft; 
for the firft milk, confifting, chiefly, of a 
thin ferous matter, is a powerful cleanfer of 
the infam's body, and it afts much better 
I than 



ON EDUCATION. 3, 

than any other medicine that can be given ; 
but if the milk be denied to the infant, and 
it be fuffered to ftagnate in the breaft, the 
dangers that arifc from fuch coagulation,^ 
need, I hope, only to be mentioned, in or- 
der to lirike a general alarm I Often do 
hence arife, moft painful inflammations and 
ill conditioned tumours, which not, unfre- 
quently, degenerate into cancerous matter, 
which, when it pervade the fyftem, is al* 
ways incurable. The poor infant too, de- 
fpoiled of its natural and moft proper nourifh- 
ment, and receiving food that is quite im- 
proper for its tender and feeble organs of 
digeftion, (whether it be the milk of an 
hireling, which may be either too rich, or 
too poor, either too acid, or too alcalefcent,. 
whether it be culinary preparations that re- 
gard the palate more than the eonftitution, 
or whatever be the unnatural food) it often 
waftes away its days and nights in pdn, and, 
at laft^ it dies a mournful proof of the evils 
that proceed from exceflive refinement and 
civilization. — But the hazard of lofing both 
health and life, is not all that is to be dreaded 
from this wretched praAice ; the fear of 
difpleafing almighty God by thus cancel- 
B 2 ling 



4> ON EDUCATION. 

ling the very bonds of nature, (hould awaken 
families to an awful fenfc of their duty. 
The divine difpleafure not only appears, fre- 
quently, in divers difeafes and in fundry 
kinds of death, but often it is feen, like a 
mighty flood, overwhelming individuals with 
reiterated ruin and misfortune ^ if the chil- 
dren, by their future undutifulnefs, be the 
inftruments of God's. wrath, the wretched 
parents may, in vain, exclaim againft their 
ingratitude, not 'weighing their own de- 
merits, not confidering that thefe over- 
whelming miferies are the fatal efFcdts of 
their own fordid and impious jiegleds — nay 
more, if it be true that children imbibe the 
difpofitions of the perfons from whom they 
receive their nurture, how muft it rend a 
mother's heart with grief and remorfe, to fee, 
in her child, thofe ungovernable vices and 
deformities of mind, which were never found 
in herfelf or in her hufband j and when, at 
laft, old age, when infirmities and decay de- 
prive us of our meridian comforts, when we 
muft depend upon the attentions of thofe 
about us for the little happinefs that we can 
then have, how irkfome muft be a mother's 
refledlion, that (he defcrves no happinefs - 

from 
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from her children; for when they were help- 
lefs and forlorn fhe, inhumanly, neglcdled 
her bounden duty towards them, cither from 
an unwarrantable regard to a profligate fafhion, , 
or from motives fl:ill more reprehcnfible : for 
all which reafons it is highly expedient, that 
no excufe for a mother's negledk in the fuck- 
ling of her child, provided that flie be able 
to do it, fhould ever be confidered as of any 
force or weight. 

2dly, I cannot forbear, freely, to condemn 
the cuftom of fending away children from 
home before they be ten years old ; for the 
ties of family aiFe<^ion become ftrong and 
durable, only in proportion as they arc en- 
twined together by habits of focial duties, 
intimacy, and love : children foon forget, 
and, of courfe, they difregard their parents 
if they live not with them ; they may in- 
deed be taught to fay, and, perhaps, in a 
fmall degree, to underftand the church ca- 
techifm, wherein they are enjoined to love, 
honour and fuccour their father and mother ; 
but as they cannot, while eftranged from 
their parents, feel, with any warmth, the 
value of their obligation, they will, aflured- 
]y, make light of the inflrudion, which* 
• B 3 rficre- 
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therefore, cannot enter, deeply, into the 
heart: moreover, until children be accuftom- 
cd, by parental attention, and intercourfc, 
to live in the practical difcharge of religious 
and moral duties, it is a miftakc to fuppofc 
that they can receive profit from a promif- 
cuous aflbciation with other children ; for 
if the mind remain uncultured without any 
good feed fown in it, the examples of their 
fellows will only ferve as an hot- bed to bring 
forward and to ripen the feeds of their own 
natural depravity .-p^But a father may fay that 
he has not leifure to educate his children at 
home ? In anfwer, let him refledl that no other 
employment can be of equal importance ; 
for his own happinefs, the happinefs of his 
family, perhaps of his pofterity for ever, may 
depend upon his right conduct in this weighty 
matter : but if it be granted that he have not 
leifure, why then, furcly, the mother may 
execute this neceffary work ; but if fhe re- 
fufe, rather than loofen the ties of natural 
afFedion by long feparations, it is proper to 
entruft the education of children to fome 
faithful dependant in the father's houfe. If, 
indeed^ a boy be intended for a learned pro- 
icflion, it. is. proper to fill bis mind with 

elementary 
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elementary learning before he be ten years 
old j but this moft oeceifary work^ may, I 
apprehend, be nearly as well done in a nur^ 
fery as in a coinmon fchooU But if ^he gQo4 
parent, inflan:^ed with that pious family love, 
which is the glory of h^s hijmgnity, do ftrivp 
to fill up the meafiire of his duty by hioi* 
felf, carefujly educating his little children, 
liow glorious is the ei^^mple ! hpw great the 
reward ! Youqg and fertile minds, thus duly 
nurtured, do often expand beyond, ay! far 
beyond, a father's fondcft hopes, far beyond 
the pommon limit of human attainment^ ! 
So many inftances might be produced of 
good' and great men, who became good and 
great by means of an early parenta} car^, 
that the fadt is Uncontrovertible : byt if it b^ 
difputed, behpld and admire the two * great 
lights in this our age and country, who owe 
their brilliance to the well-timed care of 
their illuftrious parents. Perhaps it is a 
vulgar error to fuppofe^ that thefe ftiining 
chara<3:ers were, by nature, endowed with 
richer minds than ordinary men, becaufe if 
education alone marks the difference of- in-? 

♦ The Right Hon. Charles James Fox, and the Right 
Hon. William Pitt. 

B4 tellea 
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tellea between the el^ant European and the 
favage African, why might it not mark as 
great a difference between thefe great men 
and the common herd of mankind ? 

3dly, When it be found neceflary to fend 
a child from home for the fake of fchool- 
learning, and for the fake of due intercourfe 
with fociety, it fliould be well confidered 
where it may be moft proper to fend him. 
Private tuition, after a lad be ten years old, 
is not to be recommended ; for if he be to 
live in the world, it is then full time that 
he affociate with many other perfons of his 
own age and level, in order to acquire that 
warinefs and difcretion which may be of ufe 
to him hereafter ; for the leading principles 
that direft the condudt of boys and men, 
are more alike than we do commonly ima- 
gine; and experience that cofts little is a 
good inftrudtor. — A fchool, then, wherein 
there be many in number, is to be preferred 
before that in which there are but fe^ ; but, 
except in the great fchools, on royal foun- 
dation, how are we to difcover the real abi- 
lities and manners of fchoolmafters ? Report 
fpeaks too little or too much. A father, 
therefore, who loves his child, fhould be 

cautloii; 
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cautious how he rcpofes confidence in report; 
he fhould aft upon a certainty, for if he err, 
great will be the injury that his children 
muft fuftain. But parents, in general, arc 
not competent to judge of the qualifications 
of profcfled teachers, and, therefore, it was 
wifely cnadted, that every fchoolmafter ihould* 
be obliged to take out a licence for the ex- 
crcife of his profeffion, under pain of for- 
feiture and imprifonment *• But alas! that 

wife 

* Extraft from the A61 of Parliament for the Unifor- 
mity of Public Prayers, &c. 14 Car. II. 

" And be it further ena^^ed by the authority aforefaid, 
that every dean, canon, and prebendary, of every cathedral 
or collegiate church s and all mailers and other heads, 
fellows, chaplains, and tutors, of 01^ in any college, hall^ 
houfe of learning, or hofpital, ajid every public profef- 
for and reader in either of the univ,erfitie$, and in every 
college el fe where ; and every parfon, vicar, curate, lec- 
turer, and every other perfon in holy orders; and ^very 
fchoolmader, keeping any public or private fchool, and 
every perfon inftrufting or teaching any youth in any 
houfe or private family, as a tutor or fchoolmafter, who, 
iipon the firft day of May, which fliall be in the year of 
<^ur Lord God One Thoufand Six Hundred Sixty-two, or 
at any tin^e thereafter, fhall be incumbent, or have pof- 
ieffion of any deanery, canonry, prebend, mafterfliip, 
.beadfliip, fellowfliip, profefibr's placcji or reader's place, 
parfonage, vicarage;^ or any other ecdeiiaflical dignity 

«r 
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wife zGt of parliament hath been, for many 
years, cither but little re|;arded, or clfe to* 

tally 

orpromotioji, or of any curate's place, ledure, orfchool, 
or (hall inftru£l or teach any youth^ as tutor or fchool* 
mailer, (hall, before the feaft^day of Saint Bartholomew^ 
which IhaU be in the year of our Lord One Thoufand 
Six Hundred Sixty-two, or at or before his or their re^ 
i|>e&ive«admiffioQ, to be incumbent, or have poflkffion 
aforeiaid, fubfcribe the declaration or acknowkdgement 
following, Jcilicet : 

'** I A»B. dp dedare^ That it is not lawful, upoQ 
^ any pretence whatfoever, to take arms againft the 
^ King ;, and that I do abhor that traiterous pofition of 
^ taking arms by his authority againft his perfon, or- 
^ againft thofe that are commiffioned by him i and that ^ 
** I will conform to the Liturgy of the Church of Eng- 
** land, as it is now by law eftablilhed.Tr-And I do de-^ 
*^ clare. That I do hold there lies no obligation upon me^ 
" or any other perfon, from the oath, commonly called 
** The Solemn League and Covenant, to endeavour any 
•* change or alteration of government either in church or 
*^ ftate ; and that the fame was in it&lf an unlawful oath^^ 
** and impofed upon the fubj?£ls of this realm againft the 
♦* known laws and liberties of this kingdom." 

*< Which faid declaration and acknowledgement ihall 
be fubfcribed by every of the laid mafters, and other heads, 
fellows, chaplains, and tutors, of or in any college^ hall,^ 
or boufe of learning, and by every public profeflbr and 
reader in either of the univerfities^ before the vice-chan-* 
cellor of the re(pe6iive univerfities for the time being, or 
his deputy : And the iaid declaration or acknowledgment 

Ihall 



ONEDUCATION. II 

^lly forgotten j and, therefore, in this pub- 
lic and folemn manner, as a father of a fa«- 

fcall be fubfcribed before the refpe£l?ve archbilhops, bi- 
fliops, or ordinary of the diotrefe,^ by ercry other pcriba 
bereby eiljomed to fubfcribe the fame ; upon pam, that all 
andl ey/ery of the perfon^ aforefaid, failing in fuch fub- 
fcription, Ihall lofe and forfeit fuch refpe£live deanery, 
(Canonry, prebend, mafterfliip, headfhip, fellowfliip, pro* 
feflbr's place, reader's place, parfonage, vicarage, ecc!c«* 
ilaftical dignity or promotion, curate's place, ledture, and 
fchool, and fhall be utterly difabled, and i^ofaSo deprived 
of the fame : And that every fuch refpedive deanery, ca- 
nonry; prebend, mafterfliip, headfiiip, fellowlbap, pro« 
fefibr's place, reader's place, parfonage, vicarage, cede* 
iiaftical dignity or promotion, curate's place, kdure, and 
(chool, ihall be void, as if fuch perfon, fo failing, ^vcre 
naturally dead. 

^^ And if any fchoolmafter, or other perfon in{lra£luig 

or teaching youth, in any private houfe or family, as a 

tutor or fchoolmafter, fhall inftrud or teach any youdi, 

fls a tutor or fchoolmafter, before licence obtained from 

bis refpedive archbifhop, biftiop, or ordinary of the dio- 

cefe, according to the laws and ftatutes of this realm, 

(for which he fliall pay twelve pence only) and before 

fuch fubfcription and acknowledgement made, as afoie- 

iaid ; then every fuch fchoolmafter, and other, intruding 

and teaching, as aforefaid, fhall, for the firft offence, fuf- 

fer three months imprifonment, without bail or main* 

prife ; and for every fecond, and other fuch offence, fhall 

fuftr three m&nths imprifonment, without bail or main- 

prife, and aUb forfeit t» bis Majefty the fum of five 

pounds*'* 

mily. 
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mily, as a lover of my country, I do call ! 

ttpon the legiflature of this kingdom to en- i 

force this wife ad, and to render it more \ 

obligatory, by compelling every fchoolmaf- ) 

ter, who profefles to teach the claffics, to ^ 

be duly examined by the bifhop of his dio- | 

cefe, with regard to his learning and other I 

qualifications, before he receive a licence for ) 

the educating of youth. If this were the \ 

energetic law of the land, our children would 
receive abundant benefit, and the poor, biit 
able teacher, would be amply encouraged 
and rewarded. 

4thly, Confidering the prodigious power 
of prcpofleffion, and alio the inability of a 
youth to judge, wifely, for himfelf, I think 
that I do not err in advifing parents, early, 
to inftil into the minds of little children a 
prepofleffion for that ftate of life, which they i 

ihall determine to be moft: proper for them. 
The common cuftom of pointing a child's 
education to no particular trade orprofeflion 
until he be fourteen, and then of abiding by 
his crude judgment for a right choice, is*, un- 
qucflionably, a great miftake; for how can he 
judge aright, without having felt the difficul- 
ties and fatisfadlions of any particular courfe of 

life ? Indeed, a ftrongand a natural bias of mind 

may 
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may be an exception to this general rule ; 
but^ commonly^ the human mind is found 
to be moft ftrongly fufceptible of the earlieft, 
although, perhaps, in the pa.rent's eye, the 
flighted impreflion. A mind, when young 
and pliant, if duly inclined to any fide, will, 
of courfe, grow to it ; cuftom and habit will, 
fo fix its regard, that time, and even diffi-. 
culties, fo far from removing it, will render 
it more firm and lading; this love caufes^ 
induftry and perfeverance, which muft, in 
the end, triumph over all oppofition, and be 
crowned with fuccefs. 

fthly, I come now to confider particular- 
ly the high expediency of an early and re- 
gular inftrudion of our children in the prin- 
ciples of religion and virtue ; for if thefe be, 
not deeply rooted in the heart, individuals 
muft be wretched, and mighty kingdoms 
muft fall into ruin and reproach. Our moft. 
excellent church of England hath judged this 
duty to be of the higheft importance ; and, 
prefuming that many parents may be faulty 
or carelefs herein, to the great i^ijury of thf.r 
children, it hath appointed godfathers and 
godmothers to difcharge this folemn and i.m-. 
portant truth. But how little regarded is 

this 
2 



14 OM EfrUCATIO N."^ 

tHis fpiritual care! The fponfors, at baptifm, 
are too apt to confidcr this holy facramcnt 
as a mere form of words, a ceremony ; but 
if, perchance, they do ever think at all of 
their engagements, they excufe the violation, 
hy alledging, that the parents are chriftians, 
that they are bound by^ the moft cogent 
motives, to inftrufl: and to diredl their own* 
children, and that if they were even to at- 
tempt to execute their truft, they might be 
ill fpoken of, and, perhaps, evil entreated, • 
But can any fuch argument or apology ex- 
cufe the violation of a plain, folemn, and- 
moft trfeful inftitiition ; and in which the 
fponfors, at baptifm, do voluntarily, and de- 
liberately, and openly, in the face of the 
church, become parties ? If it be a mere' 
ceremony, it is a mockery of God ; but if it 
be a pious truft, for the benefit of children,- 
the fponfors are bound, by every tie of ho-» 
,nour and religion, to execute that truft with 
fidelity and care. 

The expediency of an early education in 
religion yvill further appear, if we look, even 
at a diftance, at the many evil? and fnares 
that are in the way of unguarded minds 
through this mortal life. To fuifer our ten* 

der 
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der offspring to walk abroad, naked and un- 
advifed, among the briers and thorns of this 
evil wodd, is moft horrible even in fpecu- 
lation ! If they know not how to rcfufe the 
evil and chufe the good, they will be feduced 
by the gaudy appearance of fome dire phan- 
tom 5 or bewildered in the depths of mifery 
and ruin j without the fear of God before their 
cyes> without a firm truft and confidence in 
his proteding care and grace, they will call 
vice virtue, and virtue vice ; driven on by 
their paffions, which are fierce, raging, and 
tumultuous, they plunge into varieties of 
woe; fwiftly defcending down the broad way 
that leadeth to deftrudlion, they never refleft 
on the dreadful gulph that will foon ftop 
their career, and put an end to their fancied 
pleafure. The gorgeous appearance of their 
fellow-travellers, whether they dazzle the 
eyes of the inconfiderate crowd by their 
riches or their power ; the gloffing and de- 
ceitful arguments of wicked and bafe com- 
panions, who can cafily perfuade to that 
which, of itfelf, is too agreeable ; and the 
alluring blandifhments of fin, do all, forci- 
bly, contribute to the fatal overthrow and 
downfal of the young, untutored mind. 
Cruel then, moft inhuman are thofe parents 

and 
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and fponibrs, who leave their moft wretch- 
ed wards to the guidance of their own will, 
without any religious principles or moral 
rcftraints ! But as he that thus permits wrong 
is, juftly, chargeable with that wrong, fo he 
will.furely moft dreadfully be punifhed for 
it at the avenging day of the Lord ! 

Further, a religious education is expc^^ 
dient, becaufe the welfare of fociety de- 
pends, entirely, upon the good morals of its 
individuals. If irreligion and an unreftrain- 
cd licentioufnefs pervade a nation, mifery and 
confufion muft be the confequencc, in pro- 
portion to the importance of the ftations 
which unworthy perfons fill, and in propor-^ 
tion to the duties which they negledl; but 
when a nation thrives, there good principles, 
religion, and integrity do abound. But thefe 
flourifh only in a foil that hath been early 
prepared for their growth ; ** Train up a 
child in the way he fhould go, and he will 
not depart from it/* It is by cuftom, by 
habit, by example, by a well-judged difci- 
pline, by regular culture, that a good citizen 
can only be formed ; but where there be a 
general difregard to the right education of 
children, that nation, muft, gradually, de- 
cline. 
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cline^ becaufe nor fhame, nor honour^ nor 
the mod rigid laws can reflrain a people that 
felt not the curb in their youth; nay, the 
babitof profligacy, like all other habits, will 
exert its controuling power in long progref- 
lion ; and generations, yet unborn, (hall look 
with horror and difmay on the inevitable 
ruin of their country, which began, indeed, 
in the old times before them, but which 
hath been accelerated by their own imitative 
vices. If then fo much depends on-religious 
education, let every parent, henceforth, con- 
fider that the welfare of his country depends 
upon his juft attention towards his children: 
fo fhall we become a virtuous and good peo- 
ple, zealous of good works. It is furely no 
difficult matter to fix in the mind of a child 
a firm belief of God, and of a future flate of 
rewards and punifhments ; to teach him his 
duty towards God, and his duty towards 
his neighbour ; to rivet upon his confcience 
the fear of doing ill, and the delight of do- 
ing well. Is it a difficult n^atter to imprefs, 
upon the tender mind, a fixed belief and 
trufl in the mediatorial power of Jefus Chrifl 
the L6rd?; furely not. But there is a fort 
of nien vO^ho tell us that their children fhall, 

C in 
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in their infancy, imbibe no prejudices; that 
when their reafon be ripe, it will be time 
enough to difcourfe to them on religious 
fubjeds! O fools! and blind! tomiilake 
the glorious, the demonftrativc truths* of 
the gofpel for vulgar prejudices ! Nay, if 
they were prejudices, they are fuch as every 
wife and good man would wifh to fettle on 
the minds of his countrymen ; th^ are fuch ae 
every aiflfeaionate and judicious parent would 
wifh to imprefs on the/minds of his children. 
For, by well-footed religious principles, they 
will, although they may Ibmetiraes fall, at 
laft rife fuperior fo the ftorm, and then hcJW 
glorious the elevation ! how fuWime the vir- 
tue ! But if the mind be untutored, if it be 
unprejudiced by religious and moral obliga- 
tions, how feeble will be the barrier of rea-* 
fon againft the inroads of the paffions ! havr 
unequal to the force of the rulers of the" 
darkneis of this world I Nothing truly great 
or noble can be expeftcd from irreligious 
men ; for we become great and noble, only* 
is we fublime towards the Deity, in: awful 
adoration of his immenfe perfections, whoie 
goodnefs is as vaft as his very being I 

Bur, 
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But, further, an early mftruftion in the 
principles of religion, befides thcfurnifliing of 
young' perfoiis with a right kftowledge of the 
duties which are required from them in every 
ftation of life, habituates them to a right 
cohdii6b. The chief men of the earth 
will learn from hence to fill their refpeflive 
ftations with dignity and integrity : they wilt 
not, indeed, in conformity to the illiberal 
opinion of certain vifiondries, fet at nought 
the adventitious gifts of fortune, nor will 
they be'fo blinded, by their Vivid luflre, as 
not to difcern the true fources of honour and 
comfort : But th^ will regard them as trea- 
fiires, which are entrufted to their care by 
the fupfeme Lord and giVer of all things ; 
and they Will cohfider themfelves as account- 
able agents of that moft generous Mafter, who 
delights, not in the hoarding, but in the 
large diftribution of his property. If, un^ 
happily, the dirtinefs of pride jfhould ever 
ftain the noble mind, its Wonted luftre may 
be cafily recovered by religious 'reflexions, 
by recollcding the fcriptural account of our 
common original > for, whatever be the rank'i 
the defcent, of a proud man, yet, furely, h6 
is but the defcendant of our common^parent^ 
C a- who^ 
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who brought death into the world and all 
our woe. 

If perfons of a low degree be early in- 
ftrufted in the principles of religion and 
virtue, they will either emerge from their 
low eftate, or elfe they will learn to be 
moderate in their defires : which, perhaps, 
is the chief happinefs of man. And, above 
all, they will learn to refign themfelves up 
to the will of God, who knoweth what is 
good for them, far better than they do for 
themfelves. But it may be afked, how 
are the children of the poor to be educated ? 
the parents have no opportunity, nOr, per- 
haps, ability to teach them, nor. have they 
wherewithal to pay for their inftrudtion.— *' 
The charity-fchools, indeed, in various parts 
of the kingdom, do much *. But every 

village, 
* It is a qucftion of fome importance, whether or not 
it be proper, in the common charity>(chooIs, to teach 
children to write as well as to read ? The greater part of 
the day-labourers, who are the moft ufeful members of 
the community, cannot write, and but few of them can 
read ; but the idle, the ufelefs, and the vicious poor, can, 
for the moft part, both write and read. , The day-labour-* 
cr, who hath but little or no learning, lives, ^ his life- 
time, in his own neighbourhood, contented with his lot, 
and doing good ferviceto bis cpuntry ^ but the man that 

can 
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village, town and parifli hath not a charity- 
fchool; nevcrthelefs, it is worthy of remark, 
that every village, town, and parifli, as far 
as it concerns the mere education of chil- 
dren, might do very well, and I believe bet- 
ter, without one, if every parochial mihifter, 
who is, properly fpeaking, the natural pre- 
ceptor of his parifli, were obliged, by law, 
for certain confiderations, to teach the poor 
children to fear God and to honour the 
king, twice or thrice in every week, pub- 
licly in the parifli- church. If this were the 
general practice, I apprehend that our jails 
would be gradually lefs crowded, aiid our pub- 
lic executions far lefs numerous than at pre- 
fent; for then the poor people w.ould become 
a law unto themfelves; and ufeful knowledge, 
induftry, fobriety, and religious awe, would 
be the means of drawing down fliowers of 
bleflings upon this Chriftian land. 

can write, efpecially if he can write well, is tooaccom- 
plifhed to 'reft fadsfied with hi^ condition ; he leaves his 
native home, (which is really an injury to his country, 
becaufe he robs it of his labour,) and vainly fuppofing, 
that he is fit for higher and eafier employment elfewhere, 
he often roams at large a difcontentcd wanderer, and, to 
&y no woxfe, a vagabond in fociety« 

C 3 To 



1ft OM EDUCATION* 

To conclude : If we do carefully inf^ru6t 
our children in religion^ morality, and in 
ufeful learniqgy we (hall lay up in ftore, for 
ourfelves, that peace and fatisfadion which 
the world can neither give nor takeaway; 
cur ** Tons will grow up as young plants, 
and our daughters as the poliihed corners of 
4he temple," Pfalm cxliv. 12. Our fdns, 
thuf intruded, will outftrip their fellows 
in the race of glory, and they will perform 
the moil valuable fervices to themfelves, to 
their kindred, and to their country. Know- 
ledge and virtue are the component parts of 
true greatnefs ; without the one we become 
infipid, and without the other, the flame of 
popularity muft foon expire. Befides, with-p 
out virtue, where is that generous energy of 
foul, which conceives and executes the noblefl 
defigns ? Vice narrows, it limits, it deforms 
the foul; it binds it in Hiallows and in mi* 
ferics : l)ut virtue pnlarges, purifies, exalts 
it, even to the fublime height of heaven ! 

If fuch be the fruit of a pious and a good 
education, let us all, from henceforth, fow 
the good feed in the minds of our dear chil- 
dren, that we and they may be happy in th? 
profped of a joyful harveft, when fome fliall 

bring 
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bring forth thirty, fome £xty, and fome an 
hundred fold. 

Now to God the Father, God the Son; 
and God the holy Ghoft, be afcrlbed, as is 
moft due, all might, majefty and dominion^ 
both now aad ever. Amen« 
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SERMON II. 



THE ADVANTAGES OF AN UPRIGHT LIFE* 



Psalm L i — 5, 

IBleJfed is the man that bath not walked in tbt 
counjel of the ungodly^ norjiood in tie way 
of Jinners^ and hath not fat in the feat (f^ 
thefcornful: But bis deligbt Is in tbe law of 
tbe Lord, and in bis law will be exer^ 
cife bimfelf day and night. And he Jball 
be like a tree planted by tbe water-fde^ 
that will bring forth bis fruit in due fea^ 
fon. His leaf alfo Jball not wither ; and 
look J whatfoever he doeth it Jhall profper. 
As for tbe ungodly, it is notfo with them i 
but they are like tbe chaff, which the wind 
fcattereth away from tbe face of the earth. 

TH E many fine allufions to rural life, 
in various parts of the holy fcripture, 
do,^ very beautifully, pourtray the innocency 

and 
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and fimplicity of manners in the early ages 
of the world. In thofe happy ages, which, 
although figuratively, were, defervedly, call- 
ed the golden, becaufc free from that cor- 
roding care which, in thefe iron times, de- 
faces our efTential happinefs ; fweet liberty, 
with her attendant virtues, juftice, mercy, 
and truth, was delighted with the view of 
^er happy and Contented votaries ; fhe faw 
the mighty men of the earth employed in 
the labours of the ^ield, and fhe di/linguifhed 
even kings among the fhepherds* Thefc 
great and good men wifely preferred tran- 
quil and reafonable pleafures, before the vo- 
luptuous cxceffes of a too civilized world ; 
they lived long, and they flourifhed long ; 
and therefore the Pfalmift doth, moft aptly, 
compare the good man to a tree planted by 
the water-fide, which daily addeth ftrength 
%o Arengtb, until it arrive at the perfection 
of it? nature. 

" He bringeth forth his fruit in due 
fe^fon." At a proper time, the good man's 
integrity (hall be productive of ineflimabte 
good to himfelf and to all around him ; and 
although perhaps it be late, yet it fhall be 
abundant, and it (hall endure for ever. 

'' His 
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'' His leaf alfo (hall not wither." His 
goodnefs fhall draw down from heaven (how* 
crs of bleflings upon his children ; they 
(hall not wither, although they be for a tim^ 
even overwhelmed, by the gloomy bligbtf 
from a malevolent world ^ they (hall not wi- 
ther, but they (hall be refre(hed and pre-*- 
ferved by an invifible, by an almighty power, 
who ^* (h^wcth his mercy unto generations of 
thoufands of them tbs^t love him, .ap4 keep his 
commandments/' How apt, alfo, to this 
argument is the 20th verfe of the ^(xxviith 
Pialm, wherein the prophet fays, *' I have been 
young and now am old, yet have I not feen 
the righteous forfal^n, nor his fee4 begging 
their bread/' How exalted, how large is 
the idea that a good man's ** leaf O^all not 
wither!" hpw deep muft i( (ink into the 
mind of every tender parent ! To do goo4 tp 
our (enqler (hppts, to ouf dear little phildreB, 
is the delightful cxercife of that naturaj af- 
fpdlion implanted in the human foul, which 
we do all feel, apd which we muft all ac- 
knowledge to be the eiTcnce of humanity. 
What more powerful motive to a good life 
can be offered, than the divine afTurance that, 
by a ju(^ perfpr^naiice of pur duty, we (^all 

thereby 
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thereby fecure and pierpetuatc the welfare of 
our pofterity. 

** Whatfoever the good man doeth it fhall 
profper." His virtuous condud: ihall be am- 
ply rewarded, either in this life or in that 
which is to come. Whether or not this 
world fmile or frown upon him, he fliall, 
unqueftionably, realize to himfelf the great- 
eft of all comforts, a mind at eafe, and, in 
itfelf, happy. He may not indeed, nay, he 
cannot be, entirely, exempt from human 
calamity ; for we are all ** born tq trouble 
as the fparks fly upwards;" but he jQball, i 

neverthelefs, be exquifitely fenfible of the 
cherifliing and proteding care of God, who 
will, in his good time, turn all his forrows 

into joy. 

On the contrary, wicked men are not 
fufceptible of this heavenly comfort ; they 
^* feek reft but find none," for *' they are 
as the chaff which the wind fcattereth away 
from the face of the earth. The many atro- 
cious afts of their fordid and felfifli fouls, 
whether by oppreflion, 'by fraud, by the. 
ruin of the innocent, by feduftion, by ra- 
pine, by extortion, fhall, at laft, draw down 
upon them the dreadful vengeance of the 

Lord : 
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Lx)rd; which, like a mighty whirlwind, (hall 
come forth in fury, and fhall fuddenly coa- 
fume them. And although fome few of them 
be permitted to live and to grow old in 
ihameleflhefs and in crimes, yet then fhall 
their life become a fore burden, and the ap-- 
^proaches of death moft horrible ! On the bed 
of death their alarmed confciences fhall throw 
up the mire and dirt of their finful lives ; 
then fhall they wifh the mountains to fall on 
them, and the hills to cover them from the 
dire vengeance that hovers over them. Where- 
as the man of integrity, befides finding abun- 
dant caufe for peace and fatisfa6lion in this 
life, confiders death only as a paflport into a 
better ilate ; and he, therefore, views its ad- 
vances without alarm or fear. A truly good 
man hath difcovered the fecret of being really 
happy ; for in whatever ftate he be, he is 
therewith content ; his example is a fhining 
Jight to the reft of mankind ; and therefore 
it will not be improper, in this difcourfe, to 
Recommend it^ 

I ft. By a fuller defcriptlon. 

adly. By (hawing the excellency of fuch 
a chara^r ; and, 

3dly, How much it defcrves to be imitated, 
to be admired, and to be refpedled by us. 

ift 
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ift then^ As all fublunaiy virtue is com* 
parative, and a man is called good only, be^ 
caufe he is lefs polluted by fin than another j 
fo, in my defcription of a good inan, I muft 
not be fuppofed to defcribe ofte of finlefs 
charadcr. I only fay, that he is good whd 
truly defires and endeavours to a<St well ; 
whofe thoughts are innocent, vvhofe wordfir 
are conformable to his thoughts, and v^^hofe 
dealings are juH and fair ; who walks by at 
tulc that is even and ftraight, by the rule of 
truth, righteoufnefs, and equity^ who ileadi-^ 
ly purfues the path of virtue, who is fta- 
ble and confiftent with himfelf ^ who keeps? 
within the bounds of nature and of reafon, 
and who ads, as he ought to do, to God^ ta 
man, and to himfelf. To God he endea* 
vours to pay that mfonable £brvice and de« 
votion, which is due from a rational c-reaturd 
to his Creiator : he confidei^s himfelf as con* 
tinually under the infpedtion of an omnifcient 
Being, whofi^ " eyes arc in every pl^re, be* 
holding the evil and the good :" he treats: 
every thing relating to the Deity with xm- 
fcij^ned reverence and lefpcd 5 he confidcrs 
an oath as the moil folemn appeal to God^r 
he therefore never utters it lightly, left the 
a fierce* 
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fierce and irrefillible vengeance of the Lord 
ptmiih the . profanation ; neither doth he 
proudly arrogate to himfelf a compafs of 
naind large enough to enable him to expof- 
tulace with his Creator^ and to diredl: him in 
the government of his world ; but he walks 
humbly with his Maker, under a juft fenfe 
of his own weaknefe ; and he piouily fub- 
rtiits to bis unerring wifdom, whofe righ- 
teoufiicfe is like the &rong mountains, im- 
imoveabky and his judgments like the great 
deep, unfathomable! 

With regard to his fellow-Greatures, the 
good man is ever fair and honefl, ingenuous 
and forgiving ; he dcfpiies all the little mean 
plots of fubterfuge and cunning; he will not 
difiemble, nor, for his own purposes, make 
the worfe appear the better reafon ; but he 
dds openly, as if in the face of the fun, be-* 
fore all the world; and he never does that to 
others, which he would not that others fiiould 
do to him. He is always true to his engage**' 
ments, he keeps his word and promife al« 
though to his own hinderance ; he hurts no 
body by word or deed, and he is conftant ia 
^he performance of every good work : he iS' 
merciAil and tender-heairtedr; he has com* 

paffioi^ 
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pafEon for the miferies of all creatures, not 
confining his mercy to man alone ; and if he 
hate another, it is the man who is paffi^^natc 
and cruel towards thofe of his X)wn kind, as 
alfo towards the inoifeniive and domeftic ani-> 
mals around him. Herein the good man 
ihines above this wicked world, becaufe of 
Jiis univerfal benevolence -, and although he 
be zealoufly afFcdted in a good caufe, yet he 
takes care in the midft of his zeal to keep 
his confcicnce void of offence both towards 
God and towards man. 

With regard to himfelf, the upright man 
is the fame in private life as in public ^ the 
fame in his ownhoufc as in the church; and 
he difdains asr much to be guilty of a foul 
aftion in the ond as in the other. In God's 
prot^ing care and favour he doth moft furc- 
ly trufl ; he is confcious that God's prefencc 
fills all fpace, that ** he is about his path, 
abqyut his bed, and that he fpieth out all his 
ways/' He refolutely and valiantly relifts, 
and cbrre<^s, the evil tendencies of his na- 
ture ; knowing well that to become lord of 
himfelf, is to rival in magnanimity the migh- 
tiefl monarch under heaven. To this end 
he fuppo^rts Reafon firmly on her throne, 

and 
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and by every means in his power he compels 
the appetites and paflions to be obedient and 
fubmiiiive to her fway ; and when Reafon be 
thus eftablifhed in her empire, in full and 
uncontroqled dominion, then doth the man 
of integrity ^rder his converfation aright, 
and he (hines as a light in the midft of a 
crooked and perverfe generation. 

If this pi^ure of an honed and a good 
man be as well drawn as it is defigned, I 
truft that it will dwell upon your recollec-* 
tion, and fo influence your manners, that 
you may live in comfort^ and appear with 
honour in any rank or flation of life. In- 
deed, patterns and living characters of pro- 
bity and virtue doi juftly, defer ve, as I am 
about to ihewi 

2dly, To be fludied, copied, and admired 
by us. For what can be more inftrudtive, 
what more admirable, than to fee a human 
creature riiing from his fallen nature, gra- 
dually, but fublimely^ up to the perfection 
of an angel ? and although human life be too 
{hortf and its attendant evils and infirmities 
too many, to permit us^ in this mortal itate, 
to reach that fublime height, yet we may 
afcend towards it^ and wheix this fhort life 
P b« 
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be ended, finally attain unto* it. How are we; 
delighted at feeing the naan of integrity go- 
ing about doing good, fulfilling his duty ta 
God, to man, and to kimfeif ! Piety, £2111^ 
dealing, and felf-government, when* com-* 
bined, and blended into one character, forihr 
that exemplary excellence, which muft ever 
attra(ft our veneration and applaufc. |{ovife> 
do our hearts burn within us wi^h ieflight^ 
when we read in ftory of heroic chara'cfters, 
^p, defpifing the dangers of an evil v^orld^ 
ftapd forth as the champions and prote^tor^ 
e£ the helplefs and forlorn. How glorious 
is a difintercfted, a virtuous action ! Mow 
worthy of our imitation ! Virtue is no le& 
ctelightful to the niind than light to the eye^ 
or harmony to the ear. Virtue i» that pearl 
of great price, which is infinitely more valu- 
able thaii^any earthly diadem : it exalts and 
purifies our nature, it wonderfully enlarges 
our fphere of hajipinefs, and it gives us a 
refemblance to our Father which is in hea- 
ven. And is it a fmall thing that can give 
us that peace which the world cannot giv? ? 
that can give us the bleflfed hope of a joyful 
refurrcdtion into an eternity of blifs ? Is it 
a fmall thing that can conciliate us to the. 

favour 
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favour of God ? It is virtue alone that can 
do this. Surely we do all know, that with- 
out virtue there can be no fubftantial com« 
fort, no reafonable hope. This is a plain, 
but a very weighty truth ; it is univerfally 
acknowledged, but yet it hath but little ef» 
fe£b upon the nxinds of men ; and therefore 
it behoves the preachers of the gofpel to 
Ufge it frequently, and to demonftrate, that 
to walk in the way of the Lord in truth^^ 
is to be in the iafeft and moil pleafant path. 
Solomon alTures uS, that •* he that walketh 
uprightly walketh furely/' for he is fafe 
not only from the lafli of human laws, from 
all thofe punifhments and infamous difafters 
which we daily find to be clofely attendant 
upon fraud and injuftice; h^ is alfo &£t from 
the fear or danger of meeting with any in* 
fuifmoiintable obftacle in his road, having 
the ableft advidbr. and the moH: unerring 
guide to conduift hina, even the holy Spirit 
of Godf which is all-fufficient to deliver Bim 
out of every trouble ; ibr ^* God preferveth 
the ftate of the righteous, he is a (hield to 
them that walk uprightly/' This confide- 
pttion 16 a fburce of unipeakable comfort to 
the piom man ; and therefore knowing the 
D z certainty 
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certainty of his deliverance, at God's good 
time, he bears the calamities of human life 
calmly and without difmay : worldly evils 
have no power to deftroy his peace, for ** his 
heart is fixed, trufting in the Lord :" nay, 
although he walk through the valley of death, 
he fcareth no evil, being poffeffed of a clear 
confcience, wd a well-grounded hope i he, 
unlike the hypocrite, is not alarmed by aiiy 
vexatious apprchenfions, for he nevci^ in- 
tended any ill, and therefore he fears none. 
The wicked often flee when no man pur- 
fueth ; often are they harrafled with mean 
fears and fufpicions, hating and dreading 
thofe whom they have wronged, but " the 
righteous is bold as a lion." Difhonefty 
leads mankind into many intricate labyrintht 
and perplexities ; it is a dark, and a very 
dangerous path ; fo full of curvatures that 
men foon lofe their way, and confequently 
they foon become full of fear and dread : 
whereas the good man is free from uneafy 
doubts; he fees his way clearly before 
him, and he takes heed to his goings. The 
way of virtue is ftrait and regular; it is 
vifible to all men, and. although narrow^ 
yet it is open and delightful; no one that 

would 



Ot AN UPRIGHT L,I P E. 37 

\¥t>uld journey through it to heayen need to 
defpair of a fafe arrival^ provided that he be 
intentionally and praftically good ; " for the 
path of the juft is of itfelf a (hining light/- 
his own integrity fhall guide and diredfc " his 
going in the way," He builds, like the wife 
man, upon firm ground^ upon a foundation 
immoveable, upon a rock, which neither 
the ftorms of an evil world, the winds, 
the rains, nor the floods can overturn : he 
is not to be (haken to and fro with every 
wind of vain dodrine ; by the fond, but un- 
icriptural conceits of enthufiaftic men, who,' 
whether they be or be not fincere in their 
wild opinions, do nearly equal mifchief by 
fomenting divifions in the church, and ren^ 
dering it fubjp^ to reproach. 

If we be defirous of learning the truth, 
let us fearch the fcriptures; but if for want 
of ability, of opportunity, we find fomc 
things therein that are hard to be under-* 
ftood, let us confult tl^ tenets df the church 
of England *, which is ipp(^ excellent both 
for the moderation and purity of ix^ princi* 
pies ; approaching nearer to the pure fpirit 
of our blcffed Saviour than any other reli- 
gion in the world : for the faith apd prac-r 
D3 ^iccj 
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ticc therein recommended arc to believe in, 
and to adore the holy Trinity in Unity, and 
to truft fbr falvation abfolutely and really ia 
the abundant merits and mediatorial power 
of Jcfus Chrift the Lord ; who hath the 
power and the will to cleanfe us from all iia 
and wickednefs, and to prefent us an holjr 
people unto God, provided always that we 
do, on our part, to the beft of our abilities, 
confirm this our faith and truft, by a pious 
obedience to his holy will and command- 
ments. 

With this faith and pra£lice, the Chrif- 
tian Is armed in' proof againft the en- 
fnaring wit of bad men, againfl the bitter 
ihvedtives of that zeal which is not accord- 
ing to knowledge. > He is armed in proof 
againft the unavoidable calamities of life, 
knowing that, at the laft, he fhall alTuredly 
realize to himfelf everlafting comfort and fc^ 
licity. A good man walks in the moft plea- 
fant path to heaven, becaiife his delights are 
not only many> but without allay ; for who 
lives more to his own fatisfafiion/ or is lefs 
difturbed with the viciffitudes of the world, 
than be ? Who can more reafonably expert 
to find a great number of friends or fewer 
" , * enemies. 
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oiemiesy than he who always does what is 
juft and fair, what is pleafing to God and 
^tcceptable to man ? Who can more reafon-* 
ably expeS: to live long and to fee good days, 
thaa he that is temperate in all things, who 
keeps his foul in peace, and his lips that they 
ipeak no gnile ? Such a man hath no need 
of weapons, nor of armour ; for his own in- 
nocence is an impenetrable fhield againft the 
fiery darts of the wicked : and although all 
things without be tumult and confufion, yet 
he enjoys within himfelf a perpetual calm^ 
a fovereign remedy for all outward «vils, the 
fatisfa^ion of a good confcience; a pleafure, 
to which the gratifications of fenfe are mean 
and vile. Thefe wretched pltafures foon end 
in fatiety and forrow ; for the joy of th6 
wkked is but for a moment, and the end of 
their mirth is fadneis^ but a good confcience 
is a continual feaft; it doth good like a me-^ 
dicine ; it enables us to eat our bread with 
comfort, and truly to enjoy the fruit of our 
labour, becaufe God anfwereth us in the joy 
of our hearts. 

Moreovei?, a good man lives in reputation 
and honour, as well as in iafety and plea- 
fure } for even the wicked muft either Q>cak 
D 4 of 
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of him with refpedt, or clfc they give a 
blickcr dye to their own infamy and dif- 
grace. Integrity truly deferves univerfal 
praife, for it may well be confidered as a 
public blefling, A man of great abilities^ 
of great power, without integrity, is, in fo- 
ciety, moft noxious and deteftable : but he 
who faithfully ftrives to . do his duty, who 
fcorns to commit an unworthy adlion, is, of 
all charaders, the moft noble, the moft to 
be admired : he muft, of courfe, obtain the 
favour of the great, the friendfhip of the 
good, and the efteem of all men ; his name 
muft always command refpeift, and his very 
enemies muft do him homage. 

Here then we behold the wifdom of inte- 
grity from the prefent good that attends it; 
but " mark the perfeft, and behold the up- 
right, for the end of that man is pieace!" 
/His life is ferene and happy, and his death 
comfortable ; for there is peace in his end, 
and his hope is full of irtimortality : . and 
wheij the memory of the wicked fhall be rid 
more, when their fchemes and labours fliall 
be e3(ecrated or forgotten, ** the righteous 
(hall be h^d in everlafting remembrance.'* 
But the argument doth not reft here; for the 

bleffings 
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blefUngs that attend the good in this life may 
•be confidered as the nataral confequences of 
virtue; but the righteous man hath reafon to 
expe£t a far more glorious recompence in a 
future ftate, wherein he fliall be received 
with this divine falutation, " Well done, 
thou good and faithful fervant, enter thou 
into the joy of thy Lord." 

To conclude : Lit us often, ferioufly, con- 
fider that this life is a ftate of trial and pro-^ 
bati6n ; that pofitive happinefs is denied to 
us on this fide of the grave; but that we 
may entertain a reafonable hope of it in a 
future ftate, provided that we work out qur 
own falvatioii until the day, perhaps, be far 
fpent, and the time of retribution approach. 
Let us all, therefore, ftrive to make our call- 
ing and eledtion fure; and by frequently 
reflecting on the prefent and the future be- 
nefits arifing from an holy life, fo conform 
ourfelves unto it, as that we may all die in 
peace, in fure and certain hope of a glorious 
refurredtion ! Which God, in heaven, grant, 
to whom, with the Son and holy Spirit, be 
afcribed all might, majefty, and dominion, 
both now and for ever. Amen. 

S E R. 



SERMON III. 



on the knowledge of god, an9 
spirTtuaxi worship* 



John iv. 24* 

God is a Jpirii: and ibey that moorfinp him, 
muji worjhif Am in Jpirit and in truth. 

IN this chapter, our SoriGAir in a dialogue 
with 9 woman of Samaria^ inftruds man- 
kind in the right way of worlhipping God i 
not by carnal iacrifices, but by a fpiritual 
worfhip ; for ^^ God is a fpirit^ and they that 
worfbip him, muft worfhip chimin fpirit apd 
in truth. Now this fpiritual worfhip» in 
this age of mental refinement and impirove« 
ment, is almoft every where acknowledged ; 
but fome perfons refine too mtfch upon it^^ 
they prefumptuouily form conclufions from 
the fubtleties of their own reafon that are not 

warranted 
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warranted by fcripturc; and they err in their 
fpiritual worfliip becaufe of their mifap- 
prchcnfions of God, and Jefus Chrift whOm 
he hath fent. 

It fhall therefore be my prefent bufinefs 
t9 (hew, ' 

I ft. Wherein our proper knowledge of God 
confifts. 

^dly. How we are to worfliip him in fpi* 
rit and in truth. 

3dly, I fhall offer to your, thoughts fome 
motives for fuch a fincere obedience. 

It is neceffary that we enquire after the 
knowledge of God, becaufe otherwife our 
homage and adoration would be totally un- 
worthy of him ; but wo muft not attempt 
to fathom the depths of bis divinity; for 
God is infinite, and therefore to finite minds 
incomprehenfible : it is enough if our know* 
ledge be fufficient to induce us to pay that 
reafbnable fervice, which is due from a pious 
creature to his alniighty Creator; and to 
this end it is requifite that we know, 

I ft. That there is a God; for " he that 
Cometh to God, muft believe that he is/' 
Now this is a pofitive truth, and it is .e^fily 
dcmonflrated ; for it is the.genuinerefult of 

reafon. 
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rcafon. If God were not, how, could any 
thing be ? no creature' could havjc beyig un- 
lefs from God, for nocreatOrctsin give being 
unto itfelf. That there is a God then is i 
fure, an incontrovertible h&, which no fo<» 
phiftry can weaken, which no reafoning can 
overturn. ' 

lidly. We muft acknowledge that God is 
an all-perfed: being, a pure and incorrupti- 
ble fpirit, the firft Caufe of all things, ex- 
tended at large over the whole creation ; by 
whofe almighty influence and power all 
things were made ; by whom all things arc 
preferved. But would we know, even in the 
fmalleft degree, how and in what manner 
this- all-efficient Mind be exerted, we fhould 
be inftantly loft in the contemplation, were 
we not to argue from analogy ; for as God 
is not tJie objeft of bur fenfes, by means of 
which we receive all our ideas, he would be 
to us totally incomprehenfible, were we not 
t* judge from the comparifon of his opera- 
tions, with fome of thofc which we do know, 
and with which we are familiar* Thus whei^ 
we behold the wonderful ftrudure of this 
world, the order, the fithefs, and the regu- 
larity c*f every part, we do juftly conclude, 

that 
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ibftt gr^afC wifiiom and power were exerted i 
becanfti H we were the vbgonts, we muft be 
endowed wkh lock wifdom and power: 
hence wd a(cnbe diefe eXdeHencies to God^ 
arguing in the way of rdemblanoe to fuck 
qualities in owfeWea. 

Moreover^ the holy fcripture, in-confide« 
mtion of tiie Weaknefs and nairrownefs of the 
human mind, reprefents. the Deity to us in 
a borrowed reibmblance to things which are 
Similiar to our fenfes. Thus when God iis 
faid to fpeak^ to have eyes» hands^ or feet, 
fueh expreffiona are not defigned to build a 
belief that God hath really thefe members 
in the literal fignification of the words : no^ 
they only mean that he hath power to eice^ 
cute all thefe a&s, to which thefe members 
are inftrumental ; that he can converib with 
men as effefbially as if he had a tongue i 
that he hears and fees all that we do or iay^ 
as efFe&ually as if he had eyes ot ears ; that he 
is as able tofulfil his will upon us, as fwiftty 
and efFedually as if he had hands and feet; 
that he has a» tnie^and as fubftantial a being, 
as if he had a body ;^ and that he is as really 
pr^fent enrery where, as^ if that body wen in« 
Sauvily exteadcd» So ^g^ when wo And 

him 
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kim aduated by fuch paffion^ as we perceive 
in ovrfdves, as angry^ or pleafed^ as living, 
hfttingy or repeiitingy as compafionate^ or 
provoked to revenge, v^e muft not, we cannot 
£>ppgf6 that the Deity is really fubjed to 
jiich paffioas ; the true meaning is unquef-^ 
tionably this^ that he will as certainly re« 
ward the good and punifh the wicked, as if 
he were.mally pleaied with the one and an» 
gry with the other ; and that when iinners 
cepent and turn away from their wickednefs, 
he will OS furely pardon thetn, as if he had 
repented of his feverity towards them, and 
had' altered his intention. Thus are human 
paeons, and the'powers and operations of our 
minds, afcribed to God in the way of com- 
parifon, and in condefcenfion to the limits 
of our underftanding ; becaufe as God is in- 
comprehenfible to us, in his real ftate, we 
cannot othcrwife think of him ; we are ca* 
pable of no other knowledge of him; and we 
muft be contented thus to form fome ideas 
of him, or we fhail not know what we ought 
to know of hioi. 

Th6 Deity being thus infinity beyond 

the reach of human knowledge, vrc <are not 

to wonder if there be fome things declared 
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of him in fcripturc which we cannot com-i 
prehend; fuch as his foreknowle^^, his pre-* 
determination of future events^ thie. myftery. 
of the Trinity, and the incarnation of our 
Saviour; thefe myfleriesare infcrutable, and 
the further we fearch after them, the lefs is* 
our light, and the greater our prefumption. 
But are great myfteries only to be found in 
icripture ? furely not : for how many, things 
are there in the works of nature, which arc 
daily within the obfervation of the fenies, 
which are totally incomprehcnfible ? What 
anatomift or phyfiologifl could ever difcover 
the means, by which the living power in an 
animal actuates the machine : the dodlrine 
of glandular fecretion, by which the various 
folids and fluids of the body are formed from 
the fame matter ; the means of involuntary 
nourifliment during fleep, and the wonders 
of refpiration ? How is it that the Afiatic, 
who lives upon rice, and the Laplander, who 
lives upon fifh, fhall both generate the fame 
fort of blopd ? If then we do ^* hardly guefs 
aright at the things that are upon earth, dnd 
with labour find but the things that are be- 
fore us, how can we fuppofe that the things 
of God can be jfearched outT' Wi^. ix. i6« 

All 
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AH that we can do, therefore, is to walk 
humbly with our God, under a juft ienfe of 
his all-glorious perfections, and of our own 
littlenefs and unworthinefs j and inflead of 
attempting to acquire a knowledge of the 
Divine effence, which is cpnfcflcdly far too 
high for us, rather ftrive to raife our con- 
ceptions of the traiifcendent majefty ^nd om- 
nipotence of the Godhead, by refledting en 
the wonderful works which he hath done ; 
whereby he hath manifefted to our fenfe and 
reafon, as far as it can reach> Ixis invifible 
and all-woncjerful Divinity, 

In fix daye God made this flupejidoua 
globe, this magnificent world, wherein the 
Xun was ordained to run his courfe by day, 
and the moon by night, to give h'ght and 
genial warmth to this earth, and to all that 
it inhabit. The heavens alfo, adorned 
with their ftarry train, with perhaps peopled 
worlds, declare the glory of t^eir omnipo- 
tent Creator. — But as we have rcafon to wor- 
fhip and blefs God as the great Creator, fo 
alfo we fliould adore him as the almighty 
Preferver ; for, without his preferving care, 
the world, and all things in it, would foon 
be as though it had never been. 

E But, 
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But, befides the amazing work of crda* 
tion, and the never-ceafing miracle of pre-- 
fcrvation, the greateft, the beft to us, the 
moil ineftimable, is the redemption of the 
body from the grave, through the mediatorial 
power of Jefiis Chrift, the Saviour of the 
world. ^ — The refurrcdion from the dead^ 
and the doftrine of the life to corpe, (hould 
very frequently incite us to lift up our fouls 
to heaven in praifes and adoration.— To live 
for ever, free from fnare, free from pain, in 
happinefs unutterable ! O marvellous benig- 
nity ! tranfcendent love ! " O that men, 
therefore, would praife the Lord for his 
goodnefs, and declare the wonders that he. 
doeth for the children of men !'* 

But, befides this knowledge of God, it is 
material that we know fomethingof his will; 
for hereby we (hall be enabled to worfliip 
him aright, and to pay to him a reafonable 
and an acceptable fervice. Now common 
fenfe and reafon will indeed inform us, that 
he requires a pious acknowledgment from 
his rational creatures for the many bleflings 
that he continually (bowers down upon them^ 
But the common reafon of mankind hath 
been obfcured by idolatry and fuperftition, 

and 
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arid therefore a further revelation of the Di- 
vine will was neceflary and expedient. This 
hath been promulgated by the prophets in 
the Old, and by our Saviour and his difci- 
plcs in the New Teftament. In thcfc fcrip- 
turesj the whole of our duty to God and 
man is moft clearly difccvered to us, and life 
and immortality hath been brought to light* 
No one, in this land of freedom and informa- 
tion^ need now to be ignorant of his duty to 
his Maker : and if we know it, let us a^J: 
like the magi of the Eaft, who not only told 
the people of Jerufalem of the ftar which 
th^ had feen, but who adtually followed it 
themfelves, until it brought them to Chrifl;, 
their blefled Lord and Saviour. But al- 
though the fcripturcs be open, although the 
rule of faith and praiftice be plain and eafy 
to be underflood, yet fince there be miilakes 
and errors concerning it, fuffer me, 

zdly. To &ew how we are to worihip God 
in fpirit and in truth. 

I ft then. With regard to fpiritual worfhip, 
let us avoid that moft erroneous dodlrine, 
which teaches^ that man can do nothing as 
from himfelf, and that it is the Holy Spirit 
alone^ which, by fome immediate and fecret 
£ 2 unpulfe^ 
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impulfe, governs our will, and infallibly 
afTures us of being the eled: ;-*-nay, that if 
we feel fuch an aiTurance within us, we cer- 
tainly are the eledt childr6rt of God ; but if 
we feel no fuch affurance,. then have we rea- 
fon to fall into defpair, for then moft certainly 
we are in a Aate of damnation. But> thanks 
bt to God ! this doftrine hath no foundation 
in fcripture, and therefore it is a moft falfe 
and dangerous delufion.— It is falfe^ becauib 
thofe wild erithufiafts, who have fancied 
themfelves poffefled of the ftrongeft aflurancte 
of their eledion, have lived at the fame time 
in the commiflion of notorious crimes j but 
we know, *^ that whofoever doth not righ- 
teoufnefs, is not of God." — It is a very dan- 
gerous dodrine, becaufe it deprives us of 
fome of the beft motives to an holy life; it 
hath plunged men, and fometiiftes even good 
men, into feat, perplexity, and mifcry : 
being taught to look for thefe affuo-ances, 
and yet no way confcious of any fiKh inward 
feelings, they are led to think that they are not 
in a ftate of falvation, and thus they abandon 
themfelves to defpair. Others it has betray- 
ed into carelefs indiiFerence and fecttrity : 
fuppofing themfelves to be of the number of 

the 
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the ele(ft, and undoubted heirs of the king- 
dom of heaven, they grow carelefs and remiii 
in wprliing oyt their own ialvation ; fup- 
pofing themfelves to be already perfe<5t, they 
prefs not toward the mark^ ^nd fo fall fhort 
of the prize. Now the fa<ft is, that God 
h^th indeed made us what we are, that our 
body and fpirit^are his : but it is alfo as true, 
that the fpirij; within us is as properly our 
own as our hands and feet; and if we do 
really rtrive, to exert this our own fpirit iq, 
^As of piety and religion, we fhall fo far 
pleafc God, as that he will fend his Holy 
Spirit, fo to co-operate with our fpirit,- as 
that it fliall bear witncfs with our fpirit that 
we are the children of God. The Holy Spi- 
rit is faid to be a witnefs not to, but witA our 
fpirit : --— To UieviJLoe, (njf^fjf^fjupBi rca 'sg-vivf/^^ 
yifjutov. Our own minds and confciences there- 
fore have a ihare ii\ giving this teftimony^. 
it is not the immediate teflimony of the Holy 
Spirit alone. Then therefore may .we be faid 
to worihip God in fpirit, and to be in a ftate 
of falvation, when we perceive in ourfelve^ 
the eifedlsand the fruit of the Spirit, which 
i^ in all goodnefs^ righteoufnefs, and truth. 
^* Thfe fruit of $h« Spirit is love, joy, peacc^ 
E 3 long- 
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long-fufFering, gcntlcnefs, goodnefs, faith, 
mcckncfs, temperance ; if we perceive thefo 
things to be in us and abound, then wc have 
the teftimony within ourfelvcs that wc are the 
cleft children of God/' 

2dly, We are to worfliip God in truth; we 
are to be fincerc in our fpiritual worfhip. 
When wc addrefs the Deity, let us fpread 
our hearts at large before him in unfeigned 
devotion, concealing nothing, confefling every 
thing; " for God is a fpirit, and they that 
worfliip him, muft worfliip him in fpirit and 
in truth." When wc enter into our cham- 
ber, and fliut the door, we fliould then with- 
draw our minds from the cares and diftraft- 
ing thoughts of a contagious world; we 
fliould lift up our fouls to heaven in humble 
confidence, that as God knowcth what we 
have need of before weaflc him, he will, if 
we be fincerc, grant our petitions in fuch a 
manner as may be mofl expedient for us^ 
And with regard to public worfliip in the 
church, as it is the mofl: exemplary, fo it 
cannot be difpenfed with for any trifling 
caufc. When wc be therein, wc ought to 
pray in fpirit and in truth : and I am furc if 
pur cftabliflied form of prayer were well at- 
tended 
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tended to, that it would be difficult to dif- 
cover ia Chriftian congregations a fenfe 
of languor and indifference, an evident 
uneafinefs of pofture, a variable and irre- 
verend gefture ; but we fliould all be found, 
in deep humility and contrition, imploring 
the favour of God, meekly kneeling upon 
our knees. It is our bounden duty to ferve 
God with all our heart, with all our foul, 
and with all our ftrength ; not by force and 
conftraint, as (laves, for fear of punifhment, 
but asfons of God, with a filial love and 
a cheerful obedience. We (hould love God 
with the concurrence of the whole will, with 
all the affedions of the mind 5 for if we obey 
God through fear, and againft the inclination 
of the will, Qur obedience is nqt perfed: ; 
for he requires the fervice of the whole man, 
the foul as well as the body : whereas an ob- 
fervance only of outward forms and ceremo- 
nies, or a partial obedience, rcferving an in- 
dulgence to ourfelves pf certain fins, is not 
that fpiritual, that true worfliip of God, 
which is required. 

But here it may be afked, how can we, 

frail creatures, who carry a body pf fin ^bp.ut 

us, who are befet with divers temptations, 

E 4 how 
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how can we hope always to ferve Go^ in thi« 

purity of heart ? Doth not experience teach 

us, that even compapatively good men do 

fomctimes fe^l themfely^s averfe to the p^r-^ 

formance of their duty ? I confei»| |jj|a t frail-? 

ties and infirmities dp befet th^l 

that our pureft ( ^^ 

fin; that, fl:riai ^gH ifii^^^ 

good man in thi^ 

that this corrupt 

fnare to the foul 

grity, and it int< 

fure which we f 

praftice of reli^ 

noted, to our grt 

if we aiV in faith 

fuccour from th 

will co-operate 

fluence adts as 

foul, and whofe 

which is againft 

is ill you than 

That divine Spi] 

to rcfift the ten 

corruptions pf c 

hearts be frail^ 
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iftrengtben and eftablifh them in the truth ; 
although our fouls be fluduating, and averfe 
to what is good, yet that divine Spirit can 
^x them where true joys are to be found 5 
-pnd provided always that we do co-operate 
with that divine Spirit, we fhall at laft be 
puriiied by the blood of Chrift, and prefent- 
jed blamelefs before the Lord, 

I Come now, 

3dly, To urge fbme motives that may in^ 
duce us to Tuch a fpiritual and true obedience 
ias I have been now ipfifting on. 

I ft, Let us always bear in mind that God, 
whom we are thus to ferve, hath infinite 
knowledge and difcernment ; *^ he fearcheth 
all hearts, and underftandeth all the imagi-^ 
nations of our thoughts ;'' he knows and 
perceives every fecrct inclination of the mind. 
How vain, hpw abfurd then muft it be, to 
attempt to deceive him with falfe, hypocri- 
tical pretences, inftead of a pious and finccre 
obedience ? Men may be deceived by appearr 
ances, but God cannot, nay, he will not be 
mocked ; he requires truth and unfeigned 
obedience, and nothing can more readily 
exclude us from his favour and prote<ia:ion 
than hypocrify and deceit. Hovf many dread- 
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ful woes are denounced by Chrift our Judge 
againft the Scribes and Pharifees, becaufe 
they were hypocrites ? And can we exped: 
to be pardoned, fince our hypocrify is more 
inexcufable ? for the religion of the Jews in- 
fiftcd much on outward fhew and ceremony, 
but the religion of Chrift Jefus infifts chiefly 
on the inward purity of the hearts Let us 
then revolve frequently in our minds this 
one great truth, that God is a fpirit, that he 
kno we th all things, and that from him no 
fecrets can be hid. This confideration will 
furely make us aftiamed and afraid to diffem- 
ble, or to offer him any other than a true 
and faithful fervice, 

2dly, Confider further the ineftimable re--^ 
wards attendant upon our duty, and the 
weight of mifery and ruin confequent on our 
difobedience. ** If thou delight in the 
Lord,'* faith the Pfalmift, " he will give 
thee thy heart's deiire." Religion is un- 
queftionably the great improvement of hu- 
man nature, the real happinefs of man, 
Though we have nothing. We pofTefs all 
things, if we have the love and favour of 
God. But if we lofe this ipeftimable bene-r 
fit, if we forfake the paths of virtue, we lofc 

all 
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all our fatisfadion and comfort, feeking reft^ 
but finding none ; ever unequal in our fpi« 
rits, ever wretched and forlorn: although 
we have every good thing that this world 
can afford, yet we have really nothing; wc 
fhall enjoy nothing, wc are moft miferable, 
we are undone for ever. And tlierefore 

Laftly, Since we know how to form fuf- 
ficient ideas of God, and of the proper wor- 
ship which we owe to him ; fince we arc 
well informed of the things which concern 
our eyerlafting peace, and of the way which 
leadeth unto it ; let u$ often lay to heart, 
let us often remember this moft ufeful admo- 
tion of our Lord, ** If ye know thefe things, 
happy are ye if ye do them." 

Now to God the Father, &e, . 
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THE TRUTH OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION, 

\ 



Acts xIx, 20* 

S^ mightily grew the word of God^ and pre* 
mailed. 

IN tfiis book of the Ads, ^X. Luke (who 
is fuppofcd to have been the writer) ac-^ 
quaints qs with the firft tranfadions of the 
^^flles at Jerufalem ; and he gives us alfo 
a narrative of the travels of St* Paul, whofe 
fellow-labourer and companion he moft cer* 
tainly was. The fimplicity of the ftyle, 
avoiding that refined elegance, which is more 
apt to dazzle than to convince the under- 
ftanding, and the imprtiality of the narra- 
tion, recording the failings as well as the 

wonderful 



6t l-Hfi rRUTH OF TU't 

wonderful works of theapoftlcs^ do ftrongly 
mark thtf fidelity of the hiftorian* On this 
fidelity refts the perfeft proof, tliat the Chrif- 
tian religion came from God. If it did not, 
and if St. Luke's hiftory were falfe, how was 
it that, about that time, the word of God 
ib wonderfully grew and prevailed ? That it 
did prevail, is on proof from the concurrent 
tcftimony of Pagan as well as Chriftian writ- 
ers • If the amazing miracles which arc re- 
corded in this book were not actually per- 
formed, the apodles furely could have made 
no converts. That thefe miracles were not 
deceptions upon this human underilahding 
is evident : for, by a juggler's art, could St. 
Peter and St. John give immediate ftrength 
to the feet and ancles-bones of a poor cripple^^ 
•who was above forty years old, and who had 
been lame from his mother's womb ? This 
poor man was placed daily at the gate of the 
temple. All perfons therefore who fre- 
quented the temple, of courfc faw and knew 
both him and his condition : they had all 
fcen him impotent and lame for many years^ 
and now they faw him ftanding upright, 
*• walking, leaping, and praillng God." — 
Was it by a juggler's art that Ananias, and 

Sapphira 
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Sapphira his wife, fell down dead at the 
apoftle's feet for lying againft the Holy 
Ghoft? or was it by any foul pradice that 
thefe perfons thus died ? Surely not : for if 
fo, their deaths would have been publicly 
revenged : nay, in cafes of uncertain murder, 
the Jewifli laws were very ilrid and feverc ; 
the clofeft fearch being always made, and 
the greateft care taken to put away the guilt 
of innocent blood from among them. But, 
inflead of the leafl fiifpicion* of murder falU 
ing upon the apofUes for this deed, we find 
that they were, on the contrary, confidered 
by the people as the vicegerents of God, and 
therefore ** great fear came'on all the aflem- 
bly, and alfo upon as many as heard thefe 
things." Nay more 5 when the rulers of the 
people laid their hands upon the apoflles, and 
would willingly have put them to death, they 
could neither accufe them of this nor of any 
other capital offence. The fudden death 
then, of Ananias and Sapphira was not a 
murder, but it was a miracle, attefling, with 
feverity indeed, but with mighty force, the 
truth and power of the Chriftian religion. 

If the gofpel were not true, what could 
have induced St« Luke himfelf to become a 

Chriftian? 
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Chriftian ? He unqueftioitably embraced 
Chriflianity becaufe of his firm convidion^ 
that what he afierted was the truth, having 
been an cye-witnefs of the many miracles 
which were wrought* He is very particular 
in the recording of the names of pcrfons^ the 
circumftances, the time, the place ; and he 
publiihed this hiftory foon after the difpky 
of thefb wonders, at $ time when many per* 
fpns were flill living, who were forties in 
thefe furpiizing trahfadtions. 

Let us obfervc further, that the Chriftian 
religion oppofed and contradicted the eila-^ 
bliflied tenets of both Jews and Pag^s. If 
it had been founded on error, on falfe afier- 
tion ; if St. Luke's hiftory had not hptn 
true, both Jews and Greeks would h*ve 
been glad and induflrious to detedt and ex*^ 
pofe the forgery. The detedlion would have 
been on record, and the credit c^ the Chrif- 
tian fjiith would have been deftroyed : nay, 
from that time to this, the difcovery would 
have been conflantly produced in full and 
triumphant evidence againft us. But inftead 
thereof, we find on record no refutation of 
St. Luke's teftimony, whether of the Gof- 
pcl or of the A&s of the Apoftles ; no at- 
4 tempts 



CHlt ISTl AN RB^l^-lOroN^ 6^ 

Wmpts to call in queftion, to di^rove^ to 
deny the whole, or any part of the hiftory t 
but we find on record the full confequesces 
of incontrovertible evidence : for the araax- 
ing miracles that were done^ the native fub« 
limity and purity of the Gofpel, and the dif^ 
tntereftednefs of its ^eachers, fo firnfily efta- 
bliihed the great truths of Chriftianity m the 
hearts of multitudes of peribns, of various 
nations and languages^ that they quitted the 
religious principles in which they had been 
educated, and they joyfully enrblted thern^ 
felves under the banner of Jefus Chrift the 
Lord'. 

*^ So mightily grew the word of God^ 
and prevailed." 

If then the hiftorical account of th^ A^ 
ef the Apoftles be true^ as it cK^aily is, wb 
muft acknowledge that the ready receptioft 
of the Chriftian religion, at its firft public 
cation, was the neceffary confequence of it^ 
divinity and truth. Succefs,* indeed, in it* 
felf, is but difputable Evidence towariis: th* 
proof of any thing.; for injuftice, tyrann/, 
and chance, have often been Cfbwned vvith 
fuccefs. , But the Gbfpel- did never depend 
for its profperity irpon- accident, TioJcrnw, 

F nor 
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nor fraud V its own divinity was the all-fuf- 
ficicnt caufe of its firtrcefs, and by its own 
celcftial light and power it found its way 
into the hearts of men. The readinefs of 
its reception muft, however, be confidered, 
as moft wonderful, 

I ft, Becaufe its articles of faith are above 
the human underftanding : and its doflrinc 
was Contrary to the early prejudices of man- 
kind. 

2dly, Becaufe its moral inftitutes did hot 
incline to the bias of our animal nature. 

3dly, Becaufe the primitive Chriftians 
were cruelly treated by the fovereign rulers 
of the darknefs of this world. 

ift^ Its articles of faith are above the hu- 
man underftanding, becaufe they are fublime 
myfteries, which, by the line of man's in- 
telligence, are unfathomable : but neverthe- 
lefs the incarnation of our Saviour, the refiir- 
rcdtiort of the dead, and the Trinity in Unity, 
although they be incomprehenfible dodtrines, 
do yet demand our belief, becaufe we know, 
from fcripture, that they are truths which 
came from God. 

When the Gofpel was firft publiflied, thefe 
articles of faith did, ncceflarily, controvert 

the 
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the preconceived opinions and prejudices of 
juankind, which being deeply rooted in their 
minds by education, ciiftom, and example, 
like a ftrong man armed would keep their 
palace, and refift every aflailant ; and yet it 
doth appear, on proof demonftrative, that 
thefe early prejudices were foon obliged to 
yield to the all-prevailing influence of the 
Gofpel. How weak then, how feeble is the 
argument of Deifts, who contend that Chrif- 
tianity owes its prefent large eftablifhment 
entirely to the force of education and early 
prejudice ! whereas it is a fadl, that it never 
gained more converts, than when it encoun- 
tered the deepeft rooted prejudices of cuftom 
and education. It overcame, becaufe truth 
demonftrative, all-glorious truth, was its 
fword and buckler : with fuch aid it ftood 
firm, it prevailed agairift the oftentatious 
bigotry of an idolatrous world. Among a' 
judicious and an impartial people, it every 
where was received with joy ; but yet it muft 
be owned, that, for certain reafons of ftate- 
policy, or of felf-intereft, or for want of due 
enquiry into its proofs, it was alfo ftrongly 
refifted and irreverently treated. Many of 
the firft Chriftians were indidled as factious 
F 2 ^and 
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and feditious men, as enemies to the ftate t 
and when St. Paul preached zt Athens, be 
Was accufed of being ^ *• fetter forth of 
ftrange gods," becaufe he preached Jcfus and 
the fefurreftion : and Demetrius of Ephefus 
knew no better way to irritate and infiamc 
the people againft him, than by declaring 
that St. PauFs doftrine deftroyed the wor* 
ihip of Diana, whom all Alia and the world 
adored. The Romans alfo had many law^ 
in force, by which they fecrificed to idols^ 
by which men were obliged to fwcar by the 
genius of the emperor, and to worfhip him 
as if he were a god : but when the Chriftians 
difdained to comply with fuch idolatrous 
ufages, they were, by the laws of the land, 
treated as public enemies, and contemners 
of the government. 

If the apoftles had been men of worldly 
policy and cunning, who had a regard for 
their own perfonal fafety, they would have 
argued upon fome fubtle diftindions, after 
the example of the temporifing Gnoiftics, by 
which they might have evaded the laws^ 
they might have complied, in part, with 
the religious cuftems of the country, fo 
as to have avoided perfecution : but, irxr 
flead of ufing fuch fubterfugcs, they unani- 

moufly 
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moufly and couragcioufly oppofcd and rgedecj 
the pagan worfhip j and they were refblytc 
in the obeying of the commandments of 
the true God, in defiance of punifhments or 
death. They fought againil principalities 
and powers, not indeed with the fword and 
fpear, but with innocence and truth : they 
fubdued the prejudices of education, and 
they prevailed pn the wifeft and the beft of 
men to renounce the worfhip of idols, and 
to become the faithful fervants of the true 
God, If indeed the Chriftiaq religion had 
been merely pradical, without myftery, 
without articles of faith which were above 
the reach of human underftanding, we might 
not wonder that it could fo eafily turn afidc 
the bias of education and of antient cuftom : 
but as it commanded certain points to be 
believed which were incomprchenfible, no- 
thing but the cleareft evidence that the re- 
ligion came from God could have fixed it in 
the hearts of men. If there had not been 
full proof that it was divine, as it is inimi- 
cal to the fcnfuality pf our anijnal nature, it 
would, at all times, have been rejedled with 
obloquy and fcprn- : whereas its truth, which 
was, in that age, proved by miracles, and 
F 3 fince. 
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iince, by the completion of prophecies, hath, 
at length, furmounted every obftacle ; and 
we believe in the Gofpel, becaufe we know 
that. " the word came from God;" and we 
ftrive to fcbey its commandments, becaufe 
we know that we do thereby realize to our- 
felves that peace which the world cannot 
give ; and which is eternal. 

But if the dodtrines of the Gofpel were 
not countenanced, for political reafons, by 
certain legiflative. powers ; fo neither were 
they accepted by certain wrangling philofo- 
phers : who refufed their affent, not becaufe 
proofs of the authenticity of thefe holy 
myfteries were wanting, not becaufe they 
were ftrangers to the many and great miracles 
that were done; but becaufe they vainly fup- 
pofed themfejves to be fo wife and perfedt as 
to need no religious inftrudlion, to need no 
Redeemer, to need no repentance and amend- 
ment of life. They thought themfelves com- 
petent to approve or to difapprove of God's 
holy ordinances and laws, to judge of things 
divine through the dark medium of human 
intelligence ; and, therefore, when St. Paul 
preached the Gofpel to them, they exclaimed, 
!• What will thi8 babbler fay ?" Adtsxvii. i8. 

They 
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They expeiSted that every article of the Chrif- 
tian faith fhould be fubjed to the forms of 
their fchools ; not awfully refledling, that 
God's will (provided there be proof that 
what is declared is his will) fhould never be 
the fubjeft of cavil, hut the fublime objedl 
of our acquielcence and regard. Happy in- 
deed would it be for individuals, and for the 
comn>unity, if philofophers, like thefe of 
old, did not now live and pefter mankind 
with their erroneous conclufipns. If thefe 
men do not really believe nor truft in the 
Gofpel, let their own confciences be their 
judges in filence; but let them not cherifh 
the vain and fatal conceit, that they have 
ability to overturn the proofs of the Chriftian 
faith, or that theyarejuftified in the denying of 
the divinity of Jefus Chrift the Lord, which 
is unalienably fixed in the bofom of God. 

But to return. — The common people in 
that age, (and who indeed in every age, in 
things of the greatefl confcqucnce think juft- 
ly,) p?id but little or no attention to their 
philofophers ; and although there were fome 
things in the Getfpel which were hard to be 
underflood, yet they believed in it, they 
confided in it, becaufe it was founded on 
F4 full 
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full and perfed evidence^ becaufe its proofs ^ 

were manifeft and abundant ; hereby fulfill j 

ling our Lord's declaration, that his wor4 ■ 

** ihould be hidden from the wi£b and pru-f | 

dent, but revealed unto babes." 

But, zdly. As many of the articles which 
the Gofpel revealed as matters of faith were 
above human reafon, fo were many of the 
precepts whiph it enjoined, as rules of prac- 
tice, contrary to the bias of our animal na* 
ture. Chriftianity is intended to purify the 
hpart, to alienate us from a grofs worlds; 
We are taught " to deny all ungodlinefs and 
worldly lufts, to depart from evil, and to 
become an holy people, zealous of good 
works/* It alfo aflures us, that we do but 
flatter and deceive ourfelves, if we think to 
reconcile a wicked lif? with the hopes of 
eternal bUfs } ** for without holinefs no man 
(hall fee the Lord/* And, moreover^ inftead 
of the fixing of our affeftions on the tranii- 
tory good of ,this world, we are exhorted to 
lay up treafure in heaven, and with religious 
affurance to contemplate the things which 
are above, and which are eternal, pofitively 
declaring, that <* if we love the world, thq 
love of t|\9 F^t^r i& not in nj/" . 

Now, 
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Now» is it likely that immenie multi- 
tudes^ whoie prejudices were riiretted by 
habit, whofe hearts were fenfual, would, on 
a fudden, embrace the terms of the Qofpel, 
vnlefs they had been fully convinced of its 
truth ? unlefs a fupernatural power had at- 
tended its progrefs i efpecially if we confider 
into what an abyfs of vice mankind were at 
that time funk ; for many c^ their religious^ 
rites were immoral and indecent, and men 
blinded their judgment by the grofleft ido« 
latry and fuper{lit;ion. St* Paul tells us, that 
God permitted the ordinary effefls of depra« 

I vity to take place, by ^* giving many of them 

over to a reprobate mind, to work all un* 

I cleannefs with greedinefs/' 

I Surely then if fuch a people were, at the 

I firft publication of the Gofpel, reclaimed 

and converted, the proof is clear that the 
religion which worked fuch a miracle mud 
come from God. The wonderful cffc^ 
which Chriftianity had on -men's lives and 
manners, in making them virtuous and holy, 

iwas unqueftionably as full a demonftration 
of God's power, as the tremendous thunders 
t fron\ mount Sinai at the delivery of the law. 

1 The ]prt^hers of the Cofpel were commif- 
k ^oned 
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fioned to ** turn the eyes of men from dark- 
nefs to light, from the power of S^tan unto 
God:" and this they did, by not only<lif- 
. playing at large the dodlrine of our blefTed 
Saviour to mankind, but alfo by enforcing, 
by their own words and. works, the imitation 
of his divine example; and at that time the 
Chriilians were not more eminent fbr the 
. purity of their faith than for the integrity 
of their lives* How wicked and profligate 
were the people of Corinth before their con- 
verfion ! for when the apoftle had reprehend- 
ed fome wicked doers, he could not avoid 
faying to the Corinthians, ** And fuch were 
fome of you ; but ye are wafhcd, but ye are 
fandtified, but ye are juftified in the name 
of the Lord Jefus, and by the Spirit of 
our God," I Cor. vi. ii^ : Now the greater 
the wickednefs of mankind, the greater was 
the- power of the Gofpel that reformed it; 
for the more violent, the more malignant 
any difeafe be, the greater muft be the ikill 
of the phyfician that can cure it. How di- 
vine, how powerful then was the GoTpel, 
that could reclaim the mofl: diiTolute, and 
raife the mofl fordid and .mean-fpirlted per- 
fons to fuch a diiinter«fted^ fuch ageneroua. 

frams 
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frame of mind^ as to defpife, for its fake^ all 
the immoral pleafures of the world ! No hu- 
man means could have eiFeded this, becaufe^ 
no human means could have the aid of flu- 
pendous miracles, which were adtually doilc, 
and which were never denied, in any age of 
the church, by the moft inveterate enemies 
of the Gofpel. How mightily then did the 
word of God grow and prevail, turning the 
hearts of the fome time diibbedient to the 
wifdom' of the juft ! But let us confider, ' 

3dly, That the Gofpel prevailed, even un- 
der perfccution, and it glorioufly triumphed 
over the ftrength and policy of its enemies. 
The Jews, by every means in their power, 
ftrove to fupprefs this new religion. The 
priefts and rulers, with injuries and re- 
proaches, perfecuted the apoftles and difci- 
pies of our Lord, and in the moft irregular 
and lawlefs manner they condemned them to 
varieties of pain and death. The murder of 
Stephen, of James the fon of Zebedee, and 
of James, furnamed the Juft, bifliop of Je- 
rufalem, are dreadful proofs of their inve- 
teracy and milice. 

But if the Jews were cruel, yet as their 
power was limited, their hate- was more to- 
lerable 
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rable to the Chriftians than the enmity' of 
the Romans^ who, for a long time^ put in 
fierce every coercive means to deftroy them 
'and their religion. Nero, and many of the 
fucceeding Roman emperors, with the full 
concurrence of the empire, in many more 
than ten general perfecutions, wherein thou«« 
fands of Chriftians were (lain, ftrove to abo- 
lifh the Chriftian faith, becaufe, doubtlefs, 
it was hoflile to the fuperftitious and idola** 
trous worfhip of the empire, which was' 
clofely interwoven into the political cqufli- 
tution of the flate. But notwithilanding 
this violent and continued oppo&tion from 
^the reigning powers of the civilized worlds 
the Gofpel flouriihed more and more, and it 
prevailed. By its own divine power it at 
laft furmounted all difficulties, and it (hone 
forth as a glorious light to a crooked and a 
perverfe generation. The religion of Ma- 
homet, indeed, won its way by fire and 
fword, by force and violence ; hut innocence 
and truth fecured the fuccefs of the Gofpel. 
And to (hew that it could not fucceed by 
force of arms, we need only to obferve, that 
in the time of the Crufades, the vidories of 
the ChriAian princes in P^leAine rather re-. 

tarded 
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tarded than quickened the progrefs of the 
GofpcL 

To conclude. If the book of the Afts of 
the Apoftles be a real hiftory of fadls, as rt 
unquefjtionably is, the Chriftian religion 
muft, confequently, be the true religion. 
Being once well convinced of this truths 
let us fix it fo deeply in our minds, that aU 
though we may happen at any time to forget 
the reafons of our belief, yet we may ever 
keep the profef&on of our faith without wa- 
vering, although alTailed by th^ whimficai 
opinions, or the fubtle arguments of Deifts 
and irreligious men. A man of parts and 
learning, with a wrong bias upon his mind, 
may, doubtlefs, have fuch an influence over 
a perfon of lefs abilities than himfelf, as to 
throw ridicule over the fublimefl: truths: 
but let it be duly noted, that all his art can- 
not prevail to overturn, or even to wreft the 
faith of an honeft man of clear and impartial 
judgment; for he muft firft deftroy the 
proofs of the Gofpel, before he can argue 
with fuccefs againft it. Let us then " con- 
tinue ftedfaft in the faith grounded and fet- 
tled, and not be moved away frorri the hope 
of the Gofpel/' Col. i. 23, which is eftablifh- 

cd 
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ed on fuch fubftantial, fuch incontrovertible 
evidence, as will ever (land the teft of rational 
and fair enquiry. Let us be Tike the *• wife 
xnan, Vho built his houfe,, and digged deep, 
and laid the foundation on a rock ; and when 
the flood arofe, the ftreani beat vehemently 
upon that houfe, and could not fhake it, for 
it was founded upon a rock," Luke vi. 48* 
Now to God the Father, 6cc. 
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THE UNJUST STE WA R D. 

PARTI. 



Luke xvi, 8. 

And the Lord commended the unjufi Jhward, 
becaufe be had done wifely ; for the children 
of this world are ^ in their generatim^ wifer 
than the children of light. 

THIS text is a juil inference from the 
preceding parable, wherein we read 
that a certain rich man had a fteward, in 
whole Ikill and integrity he fo much con- 
fided, that he empowered him to manage hi^ 
affairs, to receive his rents, and to adjuil 
debts.. If there had been any fenfe of 

honour 
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honour in the fleward^ if he had been well 
difpofcd, this great truft and confidence 
would have enlarged hi» heart with affe£lion 
and gratitude towards his kind mafter^ and 
he would have abhorred the defign of de- 
frauding him of his property : but as he 
was, on the contrary, knaviftily inclined, 
his mailer's generous reliance on his fidelity, 
ferved only to^ tempt him tb a£fe of treachery 
and fraud. He felt not the glowing warmth 
of gratitude and difinterefted honour. He 
knew not this great and ufeful truth, that 
honefty is the beft policy ; but being fully 
fraught with worldly cunning,^ he took every 
unfair advantage of his fituation ; and in 
villainy he was both vigilaii>akid ii&duftriods. 
Bu& as: fouldeed^, like the fiei^ flaid in a 
VQlcano,. may not always be concealed,, fo we 
read, that he was at Jaft (while lulled^, per- 
haps, into unguardednefs by a fuccefsful 
€aurie of perficfy) openly acoufed of having 
wafted his mailer's goods ; and the accufa- 
tion was fo well fupported, and fo fubflan*- 
tially confirmed, by incontrovertible evi*- 
dence^. that his lord found him guilty of the 
charge, a&d, with juft indignation,, he com^ 
nutnded him to deliver up bis. accounts,^ fc^ 

" that 
6 



THfitJ.NJfUSTSTEWARB. 8t 

■'^'^ that Jae (hould be no longer -ftewafd." 
Who it was that brought this heinous charge 
againft him, is not even hinted at in the pa* 
rable, nor indeed is it very material. Perhaps 
It Was fome one whom he had wronged, and 
it is probable that he had wronged many^ 
for a fraudulent perfon can be juft to no 
body : perhaps he was accufed by fome vile 
aflbciate of his own, for fecrets are never 
kept by companions in iniquity : perhaps 
the neighbourhood had been witnefles of hig 
bad condufl: j and although he had, for a time^ 
deceivedliis unfufpefting mafter, yet he could 
not efcape their obfervation ; who, although 
not particularly interefted, are always very 
curious and inquifitive, and highly pleafcd 
with the free communication of evil report, 
whether it be well or ill foundedi However 
this might be, we read that immediately after 
his difmiffion from his ipaftier's fervice, con- 
fidering that all was now difcovered, and not 
caring to acknowledge his guilt in humility 
and forrow, nor tg oflfer any atonepient for 
the foul crime which he had committed, 
without any apparent remorfe or compunc- 
tion of min^, he thought chiefly how he 
might ilill convert his preien-t opportunities 
G to 
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to his future advantage : he confidered, that 
having loft his place, and confequently his 
accuftomed livelihood, fome future means 
of fupport muft be difcovered : having been 
ufed to lead an idle life, he inftantly rejeded 
the idea of gaining his future fubfiftence by 
hard labour, and his pride would not fuiFer 
him to afk alms, " I cannot dig, to beg I 
am afliamed/' 

How aptly may thoufands of perfons apply 
thefe words to themfelves, ** I cannot dig, to 
beg I am afliamed :*' how many inconfiderate 
parents bring uptheir childreato no other real 
purpofc than to wafte their fubftance in4dle-- 
nefs and diflipation! Brought up in indolence 
and pride, ignorant of ufeful knowledge, but 
perhaps accompliflied enough in their car- 
riage and converfation, unufed to think, un- 
ufed to deny themfelves any pleafure or gra- 
tificalion; they wander through life either as 
infignificants, or elfe becoming dupes to their 
knavifli companions who once were dupes, 
and who, like themfelves, owed their ruin 
to a badly pointed education, they finifli their 
career in a jarl, or by a violent death. If 
we vifit the doleful prifons in this metropo- 
lis, we fliall there find many unhappy young 

men 
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men of this defcription, who have full reafon 
to lament that they were not born in the 
wilds of Africa, rather than of Chriftian pa- 
rents (in this land of liberty) who igno- 
rantly; indeed^ but efFedtually have contrived 
their ruin. 

The Aeward, it muft be obferved, had 
referved fomething for himfelf. He had ftill 
power in his hands, that mighty engine of 
corruption^ by which bad men thrive, and 
by which the meek and lowly are opprefled ; 
by which folly prevails over good fenfe, and 
by which vice holds virtue in captivity. By 
his power, therefore, he called together his 
lord's debtors, and by remitting to each of 
them a part of the debt> he fccured to him- 
felf their future kindnefs and friendfliip. 
Nay, it is probable that he endeavoured to 
perfuade them, that he was deprived of his 
place merely becaufe of his good nature and 
generofity towards them. He might tell them^ 
that he faved nothing in his fervice, but that 
he had fpent all with them ; and that he re- 
mitted to them a part of what they owed to 
his lord, becaufe his lord was wealthy, but 
of a fordid and a narrow fpirit ; and becaufe 
he regarded their intereilmore than his own* 
G z By 
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By fuch plaufibilities as thcfe, joined to the 
rcmiffion of the grofs amourit of their rc- 
fpcdive debts, he might poffibly prevail on 
the debtors to fhew him kindncfs^ and to 
receive him into their houfes. But when 
the lord of that fervant became acquainted 
with this whole affair^ although he certain- 
ly had great reafon to condemn fuch vile 
behaviour, yet we read that he commended 
it. How? Not for bis injuftice, f&r that 
was moft atrocious; but for his ingenuity, 
in havings upon the wreck of his coinludt, 
built up a future eftabliftiment. The un- 
jufl: fleward, therefore, was commended by 
his mailer, and he is oiFored to Us by oitr 
Lord and Mafter, not indeed abfolutely, but 
comparatively^ as an example, that as he 
took care to gain friends by means of the 
mammon of unrighteoufnefs, fo we ought 
to employ every means in our power (bat 
upon far different principles) to fccure to. 
ourfclvcs an eternal inheritance in the hea- 
vens. But the text plainly declares, that 
we, as children of the light, do not fhew 
that equal degree of wifdom in the fecuring 
of our eternal welfare, which is exerted by 
the children of the world in the attaining of ^ 

the 
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the deiirabk things of this life. I fhalj^ 

therefore, 

lA, Reafon upon this inference of our 

Lord in the text. 

adJy, In another difcourfe, I fhall endea- 
vour to fliew why the children of the light 
fail ia the comparifon. And, 

jdly, I fliall conclude the fubjedl wkh 
ibme prad:ical inferences and obfervations. 

•lil. Many reafons for this fevere, but juft 
refledion of our Saviour, .*' that the children 
of this world are, in their generation, wifer 
than tlie children of light,*' may be deduced 
from the parable itfelf. It doth, indeed, 
appear, that thefteward was both nnjuftand 
deceitful to his mailer; that he violated, 
wjfthout remorfe^^the important truft that 
was repofed in him : but neverthelefs it doth 
alfo appear, tliat he followed the right means 
to gain his ends ; and although we: condemn 
the bafenefs of his principles (which the 
fcopc of the parable requires that we fhould) 
yet, in another view, .we fliall have caufe to 
praife his adroitnefs, and to commend his 
undcrftanding, while we lament the reverfed 
cotidud; of the children of light, who do 
certainly (ake the worfl: means to obtain 
G 3 their 
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their wifhes, and who do, therefore, appear, 
inferior in the comparifon. For ohferve thet 
ileward's timely fofecaft. When he knew> 
that he fhould be difmiffed from his mafter'a 
fcrvice, he warily confidered how he might 
make the befl of his iituation -, and having 
carefully fprmed his plan, he, without delay, 
put it iiito execution : he did not trifle away 
his time in idle fpeculation, knowing well, 
that refolving without putting in pra<3:ice 
would be futile. But do the children of 
light as fpcedily put their religious refolu- 
tibns in force ? Surely, if we defire perma- 
nent happinefs, nothing can be more judi- 
cious than an immediate application to the 
means ; or when fliall it be thought wifdom 
to exert ourfelves to the utmoft, if not then, 
when we are ftriving for a crown of glory in 
a ftate of unchangeable felicity ? 

If the fteward had negledted the Favour- 
able opportunity, if he had put off the exe- 
cution of his defign from day te c^y, it is 
probable that his whole fcheitie would have 
failed ; for where is the ufe of the cleareft 
fagacity, the befl: digefted plan, if nothing 
be done ? But he adtu^lly applied himfelf to 
cure the diftrefs of his fituation ; and hereiii 

he 
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he ftands as an example to the children of 
light. For, alas ! how little of this pradical 
fagacity for the attainment of heaven do we 
difcern among them f Ho\y few of us refledl 
fo ferioufly, and fo frequently as we ought to 
do, upon what may befal us hereafter ? Al- 
though we do all believe in a future flate of 
rewards and puniftiments, and though it be 
the principal bufinefs of human life to prepare 
for it, yet how few there be who, like this 
provident fteward, have the wifdom to en- 
quire, ** What fhall I do when my lord tak- 
eth away frofti me the ftewardihip ?" We do 
all know that, in a'little time, our Lord will 
take away the ftewardfliip from every one of 
us ; that, in a little time, we ipuft all refign 
our lives to God,* and then we muft give a 
ftridt account thereof: and yet how few of 
us live, as if we had any thing to account for 
hereafter ? How few of us live, as if we were - 
confcious of our own mortality ? How little 
care is taken to fecure that invaluable trca- 
fure in heaven, which neither moth nor ruft 
doth corrupt, nor thieves break through nor 
fteal ? And yet we do well know, that now, 
now only in this mortal life, we can eftablifh 
Qur everlafting peace. 

G 4 There 
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There are indeed many pious and well 
difpofed perfons in the world, who do fin-* 
cerely believe in Chrift Jefqs the Lord, and 
who do eafneftly hope for heavenly blifs; 
but even among thcfe there are but few who 
do all for the glory of God. How apt to be 
led away by feducing fnares, or to be dif- 
couraged by the unavoidable difficulties that 
environ the human foul in the courfe of this 
world ? How apt, inftead of bevvailing their 
own infirmities, to' compliment their progrcfs 
in religion to the detriment of others ? How 
ready to perfeeute thofe unhappy perfons, 
who, by too eafily giving way %o powerful 
and finful allurements, have become moft 
wretched and forlorn ? How often, in the 
infoience of profperity, do* Chriftians Aide 
away from their duty towards God, and to^ 
ward« their neighbour? How willing to 
perfuade themfelves, that as fin is permitted 
to revel in the world, they cannot refift its 
ipivitation, and therefore that all their care 
and thought will be to no purpofe f not con- 
iidering that it is always our bounden duty 
to ftrivc to enter in at the ftrait gate, a-n4 
though we fail oft?n, yc% to ftrivc, 

?ut, 
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But, fuppofing that t|ie hope of everlaft- 
ing glory be not loft, yet how often do we 
idday its confirmation, until the time, the 
precious time, be gone, never more to rpf 
ttirn again ! How niuch better and wifer 
would it be, not only to refolve, but adu-i- 
ally to perform this great work of falvatior^ 
BOW, in the time of our health and ftrength, 
with induftry and with ardour, and diligently 
to apply our beft means to the beftendl 
The fteward fo judicioufly difpofcd pf the 
power which he had acquired, that he re- 
ceived, according to his principles, the moft 
acnpk recompence. I fay, according to his 
principles ; for, though he greatly erred in 
bis choice of happinefs, preferring bodily 
gratifications before an innocent confcience,- 
yet he could not have difcovered a better way 
to gain bis purpofe, than by purchafing, 
with his mafter's property, a fufficient main- 
tenance hereafter. We do not find that he 
expended any part of the property in vain 
(hew, in luxury, in debauchery; but he dif- 
tributed it among thofc, who, at a future 
time^ would receive him into their houfes, 
and who would entertain and honour him as 
their fervicpable and affeftionate friend. In 

trvith^ 
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truth, can our wealth be applied better than 
in the fecuring of our main intereft in hea- 
ven ? Is it not moft judicioufly employed 
when thp poor, and they who have none 
to help them, lift up their fouls to God 
in prayer and praifc3 for the benefit ? Let 
the powerful and wealthy man, there- 
fore, often fay to himfelf, " What (hall I 
do when my Lord taketh away from me the 
ftewardfhip ?" Then I fhall furely be afked. 
What good I have done ; whether I have 
given food to the hungry, or clothing to the 
naked j; whether I have vifited the l^ck, and 
miniftered unto them that ^,r^ in prifon; 
Alas ! the refinements of polifhed life do 
too often apologize to our own felfifh, and 
light minds, for the negledt of thefe import- 
ant duties. It is even frequently thought 
to be a mark of delicacy to loath and to ab-. 
hor, rather than to commiferate and to rer 
lieve, the urgent neceffities and wants of our 
poor brethren in the Lord. Hov^ few of us 
do enlarge our hearts with a generous and 
attentive fympathy for the miferies of human 
life, although in the form of want and dif- 
eafe, glaring in full horror I The poor pea- 
fan t, hindered from gaining his daily bread 

by 
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by ficknefs or difafter, with his innocent and 
helplefs little children around him, pines in 
fecret, as being beneath the regard of his 
rich neighbour, and with piteous moan he 
tells you that charity is cold. * Strange, but 
true it is, that the giving away a little fkim- 
med mijk and a loaf at Chriftmas, fhall be 
confidered as a full difcharge of this im- 
portant duty of giving alms. But let it be 
duly noted, that even the proud Pharifee in 
the Gofpel, who fafted twice in the week, 
who gave away the tenth of all his. pofleflions, 
although his prayer was rejedled, although 
he returned home to his houfe unjuftified,and 
without the remiffion of his fins,-^yet even 
He fhall fit in judgment upon fuch reafoners, 
and (hall condemn them. 

If, indeed, the rich man's wealth be un- 
juftly acquired, whether from an individual, 
or from the public, reftitution and complete 
fatisfadion muft firft be made, before there 
can arife in the heart any pure delight from 
the largeil diftribution of alms. It is, I am 
fure, impoffible for any one that is felf-ac- 
cufed of having been guilty of injuftice, ever 
to take any true pleafure or fatisfadion in the 
pofleflions which are fo obtained ; and the 

reafon 
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reafon is plain^ becauie God anfwereth him 
not in the joy of his heart. Nay, it would be 
far better for him to furrcnder up-all he has 
in the world for the fake of due reftitution, 
than to detain what is not his own ; for an 
honeft man, though poor, and in want even 
of Qommon fupport, is happier far^ and 
haith a more quiet mind (wherein alone con* 
fiflas the cdOfcntial happinefs of a reafonable 
being) than he that is arrayed in all the gor- 
geous ornaments of the Eaft, with a foul that 
is ilained by fraud and oppreflion,- How 
rnuph better would this unfaithful fteward 
have a<Slcd, if, inftead of further fraud, he 
had €indcavoured to make all the fatiafadion 
in his power to his injured mafter? if he 
had confeffed all, and had thrown himfelf 
entirely at his mercy ; and not, for the fake 
of a vile fubflftence, to fubmit to live in 
contempt and infamy ? But he had not sthis 
true wifdom. He, worldling as he was, confix 
dercd honeflyas a phantom, as an empty name; 
He preferred what fecmed profitable before 
what was juft; whereas nothing can be truly 
profitable but what is juft. He adled, how* 
pvcr, confiftently with his own bafe princi^ 
ples^ and therein he is proposed as a pattern 

to 



T H B U N> J U S T S T E W A R t). g^ 

to better men; ** Por I lay unto you/' faith 
cur Lord, ** make to yourfelves friends of 
the mammon of unrighteoufnefs, that when 
ye fail, they may receive you into everlafting 
habitations." Now it is gommonly believed, 
that afts of beneficence ai'Q the means of doing 
this ; but let it be obferved, that juftice muft 
firft be done. This is a duty antecedent to 
all others; and if wealth be unduly acquir- 
ed, ample fatisfad:ton muft firA be made, if 
pofSble, to the injured party, before God 
will accept of our alms or oblations. But 
where juftice cannot be done to the injured 
party, then, together with unfeigned re- 
pentance, the beft atonement that can be 
'made is to furrendcr up the ill-gotten wealth 
to the public. This is the only remedy 
for a wounded mind; this the only way 
to ,undo what hath been ill done. By this 
alone the confcience can be rcftorcd to reft ^ 
fo that when we fail by death, as fail we 
muft, we may be received into heaven as pe- 
nitent and redeemed finners. Fail* we all 
muft! Whether we be healthy or infirm, 
whether high or low, whether rich or poor, 
we muft all fliortly depart as the (hadow on 
the dial : and moft wretched will be our con- 
4 * dition. 
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dition, if wfe be found wanting at the day of* 
account. But, alas ! how few among the 
children of light afl: according to thefe ge- 
nuine didlates of juftice, which, neverthelefs, 
are able to fubftantiate their hopes of hea- 
ven ! For juftice is, equally with mercy, an 
attribute of the Deity. Juftice is the foun*^ 
dation of all morality.' Without it^ charityi 
or the giving of alms, becomes oftentation^ 
and religion amockery of God; But when we 
areaflured that we have donejuftly, that we 
have loved mercy, and that we have walked 
humbly with our Maker, then may we ex- 
ped: his abundant bleffing upon us or upon 
our children in this life, and a joyful refur-^ 
reftion in the life that is to come. Which 
that we may all obtain, may God grant ; to 
whom with the Son and the Holy Ghoft> be 
afcribed, as is moft due, all might> ma- 
jefty, and dominion, both now and for ever- 
Amen. 
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L'u K E xvi. S. 

And the, Lord commended the unjujl Jieward, 
becaufe he had done wifely ; for the children 
of this world are^ in their generation, wifer 
than the children of light. 

THE pofitivc aflertion in the text, that 
** the children of this world are, in 
their generation, wifer than the children of 
light," is fo very evident, that we need but 
to look upon the charadlers of mankind ^as 
they appear before us, and we fhall perceive 
the* dcmonftrition. Worldly policy, with 

an 
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an hundred eyes and with an hundred arm$^ 
fees it§ objeft in every poflible direction, and 
reaches at, it with wonderful agility and 
force; but, unhappily, like a forlorn luna* 
tic, it argues right upon a wrong principle, 
and, therefore, it only takes the beft means 
of purfuing a delufion. 

Behold the bad man inflamed with ambi-^ 
tion ! With the eye of an eagle he defcries 
objeds that are far beyond the vifion of or- 
dinary men. Probabilities inftantly give way 
to the mere poffibility of fuccefs ; with per- 
fevering ardour he ftrains every power of body 
and foul in the purfuit. No danger can af- 
fright, no moral turpitude can deter him. 
Meanly pliant to the vulgar 6f his own party, 
arrogant and calumnious towards the nobleft 
characters of the oppofite, his knowledge, 
his learning, his friendfliips, are all fubor- 
dinate to his ambition ; poverty, fcorn, op- 
pofition, difappointmcnt, do not quench, but 
rather quicken the raging fire of his mind. 
By his llratagems, by wiles, by fomenting 
foreign feuds and domeilic difcord, it is plain 
that his oflentatious love of his country is a 
grofs deception ; that it is only a mark for 
his own aggrandizement and fuccefs j for h« 

is 
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is ever ftriving to perplex her government, 
to wound her peace, knowing well, that 
amid diftraftions only he can mount aloft, 
and rule the raging florm. But if he dp 
fucceed, he hath only laboured for the wind, 
which bloweth where it lifteth, and he may 
hear indeed the found thereof, but he can- 
not tell whence it cometh, nor whither it 
gocth. 

Obferve the wily enfnarer, the infidious 
fpoiler : look attentively at the fupple, adu- 
lating fiend. Mark well- his obfervant eye, 
but fhrouded mind ; his fpccious rcferve, qr 
guarded franknefs ; his mafterly art of avoid- 
ing his deftined prey^ his never enougji to 
be detefted refinements of convcriation, by 
which virtue and vice are blended into one 
mafs, by which the worfe fhall appear the 
better reafon.— " His taouth is full of curf- 
ing, deceit, and fraucj ; under his tongue is 
ungodlinefs and vanity. He fittcth lurking 
in the thievifti corners of the ftreets :^ and 
privily in his lurking den doth he murder 
the innocent ; his eyes are fet againft the 
poor. For he lieth waiting fecretly ; even 
as a Hon lurketh he in hi6 den, that he may 
ravifh the poor. He doth ravifli thepoor^ 

H when 
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when he getteth them into his net. He fall- 
cth down and humblcth himfelf ; that the 

. congregation of the poor may fall into the 
hands of his captains," Pfahti x. 7 — 11. 

. What ihame, what difgrace, what compli- 
cated and infurmountable miferies will he 
endure, rather than give up the objedt of his 
purfuit ? Circumfpcft and fagacious in fore- 
feeing, artful and indefatigable in furmount- 
ing every obftacle, he, with malignant plea- 
fure, anticipates his wiflies, and thereby en- 
courages in himfelf a fuccefsful perfevcrance. 
True and fterling honour, founded on huma- 
nity and juftice, he regards only as a popular 
phantom. He defpifes, as of contemptible 
intelleds, the man of fimple manners and 
plain dealing, who walks on in the ftraight 
nnd open road of life. He believes that the 
beft wifdom is to follow the bias of his own 
corrupt inclinations, and thereby he doth, 
in his own life and condudt, moft clearly 
prove the certainty of an exifting evil fpirit 
in the world ; for if the Deity permit hiro, 
who is thus full of wickednefs, to livp and 
to torment mankind, furely the aftual cx- 
iftence of the devil and his angels may like- 
wife be permitted. 

Obferve, 
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Obferve, laftly, the man who makes riches 
the objeft of his care. He confiders all the 
world, his friends^ his relations, his children, 
nay, his very foul, as inftruments that are 
fubfervient to that one objedt. Infatiate of 
gain, he fees not, he feels not the unutter- 
able mifery of the haplefs mother and her 
poor little ones, whofe urgent wants perhaps 
arife from his rapacity. Love, friendfhip, 
and gratitude^ have no power to with4raw 
him from his infatuation. All ftudy, all en- 
terprife, all pleafure that is unconnefted with 
gain, is to him joylefs andiniipid. Nay, his 
apathy to the common comforts and recrea- 
tions of life is fo inveterate and exceffive, 
that he deflroys the peace and comfort of 
his unhappy family by fevere denials and 
unjuft reproofs. Unhappy indeed are the 
children of fuch a father, who, without 
fcruple or remorfe, indulges his o'wn fordid 
paffion, but denies, churliflily, fiercely, and 
dccifively, every innocent gratification to his 
dependant kindred. To be rich i^ all that 
he cAres for ; it is all that he can regard ; 
and he purfues, with unabated conftancy, 
this phantom of the mind, until death fnatch 
him away from his fatal delufion. 

H 2 Ii> 
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In thefc charadlers a fixed, a pcrfevcring 
rcfolution is the ftriking feature. But can 
we fay the fame of the children of the light ? 
Are they determined, at all hazards, to gain 
their point ? Do they perfevere unto the end ? 
Do they, in thcfe modern times, like the 
faints and martyrs of old, deny themfelvcs 
worldly pleafure for the glory of God ? Do 
they ftrive to conquer their unruly lufts, 
which war againft the foul, and to repel every 
infinuating fnare, until death put an end to 
their perilous warfare ? Some few indeed 
there are who ftrive to enter in at the ftrait 
gate, humbly looking up, with fteadinefe 
and fervour, to that haven of reft and peace 
where they would ^bc. But, alas ! the greater 
part of mankind, we may too juftly fear, 
are overwhelmed in the whirlpool of deftruc- 
tion 5, jiever more able to regain the fafe and 
peaceful fhore,.unlefs by means of the mighty 
hand and out-ftretched arm of God their Sa- 
viour ! But why is it that the children of 
the lights who unqueftionably make the hc& 
choice,, why do they fail in the working out 
of their own ialvation ? Why is it that an 
enlightened perfon afts lefs wifely thaa a 
child of the world, w;ho, as far as concerns 

the 
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the thing to bedefired, (hews lefs judgment, 
lefs penetration ? Why is it that we, who 
do acknowledge the truth of the heft and 
pureft religion ; who, by education and rea- 
fon, do eftablifli in ourfelves the hope of 
everlafting life ; why is it that we are more 
languid and lefs induflrious in our high call- 
ing than worldly men, who purfue grovel- 
ling pleafures, that afford but little delight 
except in the purfuit ? Why is it that the 
children of the world labour fo inceflantly 
for the future fupport of an uncertain life, 
and that the children of the light take little oir 
no care to prepare themfclves for a perpetual 
and a beatific cxiftence ? Why is it thus ? 
Becaufe, as I am about to fhew under my 
fecand divifion, 

Becaufe of the general depravity of human 
nature. 

Becaufe of the preient attractions of this 
world. 

Becaufe of the force of cuftom and ex- 
ample. 

That human nature is in a flate of depra- 
vity, doth appear both from the light of 
reafon, and from holy fcripture. The hea- 
then moralifls of old unanimouily complain- 
H 3 cd 
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cd of this dcfeftion from man's perfcft na- 
ture. They perceived that the will was en- 
(laved by pafHon, that the animal nature 
fubdued the fpiritual, and that the bias, of 
the mind ran contrary to right reafon. It 
was, therefore, the great bufinefs of their 
fchools to corredt this evil propenfity, and 
to reftore the foul to its original purity. 
Under the Chriftian difpenfation we do all 
acknowledge our fallen ftate ; we do know 
the caufe, but we cannot entirely avert the 
cfFedt. For although by the means of reafon 
and religion the courfe of our evil afFeftions 
may be fomewhat impeded, yet *' the law 
of our members, warring againft the law of 
our mind, doth, too often, bring the foul 
into captivity to the law of fin." This war- 
fare is the grand peril in the Chriftian life ; 
this is that thorn which wounds and cor- 
rodes the enlightened mind ; this is that fore 
burden which is moil difficult to be borne, 
and under which we muft link unlefs through 
the grace of God preventing us. 

If then the foul be thus unavoidably ftain- 
ed by fin; if our paflions be our feducersj| is 
there no hope of redemption, no hope of its 
being waflied even whiter ^han fnow ? Surely 

there 
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there is : for the grace of God, co-operating 
with our endeavours, is able to give us the 
vidory in this fpiritual warfare, and to fub* 
due our ghoflly enemy and everlafting death. 
With fuch aid, how glorious the ftruggle ! 
how ineftimable the reward! How mean, 
how little are the purfuits of the children of 
the world, when compared to the vaftnefs of 
glory attendant upon the Chriilian champion! 
Let us but fteadily look forwards to the im<- 
menfity of the reward, and our conqueft over 
the evil difpoiitions of our nature will be 
eafy. But, alas ! 

adly. The prefent attratflions of the world 
divert our thoughts, and enfeeble 0|ur endea« 
vours. We fee them, we live within their 
fphere, they are defirable : whereas the fu- 
ture rewards of virtue are invifible, and at a 
diftapce. The pomps and pleafures of the 
world ileal away our reafon, they feduce our 
judgment, apd the prefent little good is, too 
often, preferred before an immenfity of fu- 
ture happinef^. ; And thus while we fufFer 
ourfplves to be allured by worldly pleafures, 
we become. deaf to the harmony, and blind 
to the charms pf 9, fpiritual life ; we gra- 
dually contra^ an Intimacy with the world, 
H 4 which 
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tdiich alienates us from God, and which 
renders us indifferent to our intereft in a fu- 
ture (bte. But if the attradive powers of 
^n be great, furcly our alarnOj our refijftance, 
Should alfo be great. For in proportion to 
the violence of tefnptation, fo is the value of 
vi6torious virtue ; and it ought not to be a 
queftioni whether is moft worthy, he that, 
V^ithput teqiptation, continues innocent, or 
)ie that flruggles much, but who is, never-«> 
thelefs, fometimes overborne by the impe- 
^uo|ity of fin. To refift is glorious ; to 
fail, fometimes, is unfortunate ; it defcrves 
f^tjf hut it fhould not hinder us from a re^ 
newa) of the fight j it ftiould not overwhelnt 
us with defpair, for we (hall at Jaft conquer, 
if we faint not. But, in truth, it muft be 
owned, that the feeble efforts of our Chrl- 
ftian fellow-foldiere, or rather their ready 
^ fubmifiion to the powers of fin, dpth greatly 
ciifpirit us in this fpiritual warfare. For, 
3dly, Hpw forcible is the power of cu* 
' ftom and ea^ample t Cuftom hath a general 
gnd a preyaiU^g in^uence over our mannersj^ 
^hd alio over our very underfbnding. Ex*- 
ample too hath even the power of law to 
(:ontroul the adiops of men ;j and if we con-- 

jfider, 
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fider, for a moment, that both cuftom and 
example invite us to worldly rather than to 
heavenly wifdom, we fhall not be greatly 
furprifed at the defedive conduft of the 
diildren of light. 

I now proceed, in the third and laft place, 
to conclude this fubjeft with fome few pra- 
ctical inferences and obfervations. 

And J ft. Let it be obferved, that although 
the children of the world be confidered as 
" wifcr, in their generation, than thfi chiU 
dren of light," yet they have but little caufc 
to boaft of it ; for ^* their generation foon 
paffeth away, and they are gone." They 
fail by making a wrong choice, by preferring 
a (hort life, and even that chequered with 
pain, before endlefs happinefs. WiiHom 
looks forward to the ?nd and confequences 
pf its agency j and, therefore, he that fixes 
upon the beft, muft adl moft conformably 
to the dictates of wifdom. If, when it is 
in our power to obtain the beft and fupremc 
good, we relinquifli \t for one that is inferior, 
we do not merit the charafter of being wife 
or prudent, 

Moreover, the children of this world do 
not enough corjljder f he infufficiency of fub- 

lunary 
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Ac foul be polluted with crimes unrcpcnted 
of, unatoned for, how intolerable will be 
the agonies of i-eflexion ! On the other fide, 
how light and eafy to be borne by a pious 
foul are the troubles and afflidions of this 
earthly life ! Even the labours of repentance, 
the combat with corrupt inclinations, the 
diftrefs of poverty, and the injuries from a 
cruel and an unkind world ; how light will 
all thefe appear to the devout Chriftian at his 
departure out of this valley of tears ! In hea- 
ven he knows that his afHi£tions {hall be no 
more, and his forrows ihall be loft and for- 
gotten amid the extatic welcomes of the an* 
gelic hoft. If this be fo, what terms of re- 
proof are fevere enough to ftigmatizc the 
folly, the madnefs of thofe men, who con- 
fume away their lives in the commiflion of 
iins jthat are ruinous and deftrudtive to their 
fouls; and who, by every manner of means, 
drive frotn their ever reftlefs thoughts the 
qonfideration of eternity ? Eternity ! thou 
boundlefs, glorious thought ! With a mind 
infinitely expanded, in itfelf perfed'^nd im- 
nK>rtal^ to range at large through the im- 
menfities of fpace; to explore the fecret won* 
dcrs of the world ^ no longer to be encum- 
bered 
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bered with obfcurc vrfion, as through a 
fflafs darkly, but to fee face to face, and to 
know even ^as we are known -, to adore in 
cxtafy divine the alKabundant fourcc of cve^y 
thing that is good: O happinefs beyond com- 
parifon ! O joy unutterable ! Can this cx- 
pe(Sed blifs be given up, or bartered, for any 
thing that this world can give ? But yet thus 
do they who are called children of this 
world ; who are not fure of, and who do really 
often lofe, the benefits for which they have 
given up fo much, for which they have paid 
fo dear. For how often do their moft ap- 
proved fchemes fail in the iffue ? Nay, if 
they do not, the foul continues flill unfatis- 
fied ; and there is, and ever will remain that 
cruel fomething unpoflefled, which imbitters 
and difturbs their greatcft pleafures. But, 

' 2dly, It is faid, that the happinefs of a 
future flate is at a diflance. 

This aflertion muft not be entirely allow- 
ed, for we know not how near we are to it. 
The diftance, it i» certain, is not great, and 
for aught we know the next hoor may fur- 
prizingly (horttn it, and bring us to our laft 
home. But if it be great, would a wife 
man confider -it as fufficieatly great, and 

thereby 
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thereby run the rifk of lofing his o.wn foul 
for ever ? Would he not rather chufe to live 
in pain ^ in forrow, for a term of years, pro- 
vided that at the expiration of the term he 
might be happy for ever ? But a virtuous 
life is not wretched, nor a vicious life hap- 
py. The revcrfe is only true : for all the 
happinefs of this world is to be found only 
in virtue, and all the mifery in vice. Vain- 
ly then do the children of this world boaft 
of their fuperlor forefight and fagacity, fince 
all their joy is vanity and vexation of fpirit ; 
and as they dp. not confider this life as a 
preparation for the next, they of courfc 
miftake the ends of their being, and do 
furely ** treafure up for themfelves wrath 
againft the day of wrath." They cannot de- 
cide, that in another they will not be called 
upon to give an account of the things which 
were done in this world; and if fo, how 
dreadful muft be even the doubtful confide- 
ration ! To be condemned for ever, to be 
ibr ever excluded from complete blifs, when 
the foul, awakened to a true fenfe of its 
crimes, to a true fenfe of the happy oppor- 
tunities which it hath for ever loft, ft^nds 
naked and helplefs before the Lord, how 

horrible 
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horrible the thought ! What therefore can 
it profit a man, if he could gain the whole 
, world, and thus lofe his own immortal foul ? 
Surely then the wifdom of the world is a de- 
ception, and moft worthy of pity are they 
who adopt it. 

Having thus confidered the fuperior wif- 
dom of the children of light in the choice 
of their objed, let us alfo confider how 
Hiameful and reprehenfible it is in them, as 
they have fo excellent an objedt in view, to 
follow it vi^ith languor and inattention. Let 
us therefore refolve for the time to come to 
purfue it with ardour, to keep. a watchful 
guard over our minds againft the blandifli- 
ments of vice,, and to defpife the glittering, 
but the falfe allurements of a licentious world. 
Let us all drive to enter in at the ftrait gate, 
and boldly and perfeveringly prefs forward 
into that narrow path which leadeth to hea- 
ven. Let us put away all difEdencc and 
inconftancyj be refolute, not halting be- 
tween two opinions, and dividing our hearts 
between God and mammon 5 but let them 
there be unalterably fixed, where the pearl 
of great price is to be found, even in the 
bofom of the Lord Jefus. Le^ it, while wt 

live. 
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live, be our principal care to walk openly 
and worthily, as the children of the light, 
*• giving all diligence to riiake our calling 
and election fure." Let the (hprtnefb and un* 
certainty of the time allotted for this work 
excite our diligence in the performance of 
It, fo that we may completely finifh it '* be- 
fore the night cometh when no man can 
work ;" fo that whenever our mofl mighty 
Lord and Mafter comes, we may, as faithful 
ftewards, give up our accounts with joy, and 
be received into glory with this moft gracious 
welcome, •' Well done, thou good and faith- 
ful fefvant, enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord." 

In the mean time, let us all, with one ac- 
cord, pray to God, that, as he hath been 
pleafed to call us out of darknefs into 
his marvellous lights he would give us 
grace fo to efchew all fuch things as are 
contrary to our profefiion, and to follow all 
£uch things as are agreeable to the fame, 
that we may finally work out our own fal-^ 
vation, through the merits of Jefus Chrifl 
the Lord ; to whom with the Father and 
the Holy Ghofl, be all honour and domi- 
oioDi both now and for ever. Amen. 

• S E R. 
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ON CONTENTMENT. 



Philip, iv. ii. 



/ have learned in wbatfoever Jiate I am^ 
therewith to be content. 

THIS pious declaration of the apoftle, 
is fo peculiarly the refult of Chriftian 
philofophy, that whoever can truly apply it 
to himfelf, hath obtained the chief good of 
human wifdom, To be wife enough to ob- 
tain that peace and quietnefs of mind^ which 
IS eftabliihed on a perfedt truft in God^ is to 
be truly happy : nay, it is to be armed in 
proof againft the dire calamities, and the de« 
lufive attrafliions of a wicked world. To 
be contented, like St. Paul, in whatfoever 
ilate we may happen to be> fuppofing al- 

I ways 
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ways that the confciencc be clear, argues a 
magnanimity that is uncommon and pecu- 
liar. When the body is in pain, in prlfon, 
in need ; when the mind is in the midft of 
difappointment, trouble, and worldly diftrac- 
tion; who but the Chriftian philofopher hath 
learned, in fuch ftraits, to preferve the inte- 
grity pf his foul, and to be therewith content. 
The apoftle, indeed, was a mighty example of 
the wonderful influence of Chriftianity over 
the human mind, but he hath not been the 
only one ; for there have been many wife and 
good perfons, and there flill are many, who^ 
like him, have poflefled their fouls in peace, 
in the midft of the moft vehement and out- 
rageous evils. But let us carefully obferve, 
that true Chriftian contentment is not that 
ftubborn principle called Stoicifm^ which 
hath juftly been the ridicule of ages. It 
foars infinitely above it; for it is fenfible of 
evil. It feels it; but as its happinefs is 
moral and intelledual, it cheerfully bears 
that evil, knowing afl^uredly, that rfie fuf- 
ferings of this firft {hort life, are no coun- 
terpoife to that exceeding weight of glory, 
which is referred for our fecond and endlefs 
e/.i.ftence, - ' 

5 As 
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As contentment then is aot floicifm^ Co 
neither is it refignation. It differs wideljr 
from it. Reiignation^ in all humili^, bow.s 
down and fubmits to the will of a fuperior ; 
but it neverthelefs harbours a wi(h, that the 
difpcnfation were otherwife. Whereas Chrif- 
tian contentment repines not at the difpen^ 
fation > it doth entirely confide in the wijl 
of God, who knoweth what is good aad 
proper for us, far better than we do for our- 
felves. 

Moreover, contentment hath no fellowfhi|) 
with an irrational unconcern at the evils q£ 
.life ; nor with that abftrufe and unwarranta- 
ble dodrine of fate and predeftination, whicji 
fuppofeth that good and evil, whether in the 
form of health or ficknefs, riches or poverty, 
pleafure or pain, are irrevocably fixed upqn 
mankind by an almighty and arbitrary power. 
It widely differs from the acquiefcencc pf 
the predeftinarian, who fubmits, becaufe he 
thinks that the decree is unalterable ; who 
fcorns to complain, becauie he thinks that 
his complaints would be fruitlefs and una- 
vailing. But contentment peisfufides and in- 
iiuences the Chriftian (who iis aware jtkat he 
muft work out his imn &lvation) io feek 
I 2 cldii^bt 
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delight in the tafk that is fct before him, 
looking up to Chrift Jefus the Lord, the 
Author and Finifher of his faith^ and im« 
ploring the Holy Spirit of God to enable him 
to finifh his work with joy. This heavenly 
temper of mind then is founded on a juft ap- 
prehcnfion of the Deity, and of the fervicc 
which is due to him. It is founded on a 
proper opinion of his juftice in doing what 
is right, in the ordaining and in the permit- 
ting of the various gradations of good and evil 
in this prefcnt world. It renders us duly fen- 
fible of the fitnefs of our refpedlive ftations, 
and of the duties which are therein required; 
and it cheerfully encourages us to the per- 
formance of thefe duties, becaufe we do 
thereby pleafe God, and become focial de- 
pendants one upon another. The man that 
cherifhes this virtue in h^s heart is both wife 
and happy : wife, in i^egarding his beft in- 
tereft, and happy in purfuing it. But al- 
though unqoeftionably there be fuch wife 
and good men in the world, where (hall wc 
immediately find out their abode ? Not in 
-yon gaudy palace, inhabited by a youth, 
who (for the pidture's fake) is in the pride 
arid luftre of his days 5 in title, anceftry, and 

riches. 
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riches, far above his peers. He feels not 
contentment; for behold in him the won- 
derful abufe of the mightieft inftruments of 
good. His name and family are degraded 
in the attempt to drown the rumour of his 
crimes, and his riches ferve only to inflame 
and to gratify the enormity of his defires. 
Regardlcfs of the mifery that he infliids upon 
the wretched flaves of his will, he roves at 
large from vice to folly, from folly to vice. 
Sometimes he fha'll take a cruel pleafure in 
the torturing of innocent anirpals, vainly and 
ignorantly fuppofing, that he can improve, the 
• beauty of the creation. Sometimes he may be 
heard blafpheming God and curling men on 
earth, beeaufe, perhaps, his horics do not out- 
ftrip the wind. Sometimes heihalLbe found 
feeking pleafure in the bafe. and grovelling 
ambition of rivalling his grooms and menials 
in their low fervices, juftly becoming the 
fecret fcorn and derifion of the refufe of 
mankind. Sometimes, nay, at all tiines, 
reftlefs, vexed, and difappointed, he may be 
fecn flying from fatiety into new revels, which 
ibon, however, like the former, terminate in 
difgull, until at laft.difeafe or death puts an end 
to his career, and leaves him as a monflrous 
I 3 example 



llS ON CONTBNTMBNt* 

example to the world of the poiHble miiap-4 
plication of the befl: gifts of fortune. 

But, on the other fide^ we may poffibly 
£nd true Chriftlan contentment under that 
humble roof, whcre^ in his obfcurity, the 
poor miniftcr of the Gofpd (brokca dowa 
by age^ and perhaps in need, J)ecattfe of the 
ingratitude of an inconfiderate and a thank*^ 
kf$ world) illumines his expiring lamp of 
life with pious confidence in his Go^. 
Although bereft of his fcanty pittance 
in the church, bccaufe of the infirmities 
of his declining years, becaufe, perhaps, of 
his inability to entertain as well as to ia^ 
flru£t his hearers I although defpoiled of 
his property through want of that worldly 
forefight, which might have guarded hirn 
againft the fnares and wiles of frauduleaf 
meiir; yet he complains not, he muroiurs 
not. He generoufly excufes the fhameful 
liegledtfe of his opulent neighbours, hepof-. 
fefTes his foul i^ peace, * and, in the fulnefs 
6f tranquil an4 religipus hope, he looks up 
tvith angelic fervour to heaven, knowing that 
the l/ord is his Shepherd, an^ therefore^ 
finally that he ihall lack xiothinjg. 

Religious 
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Religious contentment then is independent 
of the good and ills of this life, but never- 
thdefs it l^ath a wonderful influence on boths 
becaufe without it profperity is delufive, and 
calamity dreadful^ but with it our happinefs 
is real and fubftantial, and our advcrfity fha- 
dowy and tranfient. How wifely then did 
St. Paul employ his time in learning to ac- 
quire this divine principle, in learning, in 
whatfoever ftate he might be, therewith to 
be content ! His ilate unqueilionably was 
full of toil and difficulty, full of pain and 
trouble; *' in labours moft abundant, in 
ftripes above meafure, in prifons frequent, 
in dangers of death oft, in wearinefs and 
painfi^lnefs, in watchings often, in hunger 
arfd thirft, in cold and nakednefs /' and yet, 
becaufe his confcience was^ ckar» and his 
hopes well founded, he was therewith con- 
tents Now, that we may all follow his ex- 
ample, and attain this heavenly difpofition, 
let us, 

I ft. Learn to revere God, and to eftablifh 
in ourfelves a ft?ady conformity to his holy 
word. Let our rea(on affift us in the de- 
mon ftrat ion, that God is an almighty and 
impartial ruler of the world, who giveth to 

I 4 all 
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all that afk him faithfully^ thofe things 
which wc, indeed^ arc not worthy to afk, 
but which fhall be moft expedient for us. 
Under this truft and confidence, we (hall 
ever reft contented and fatisfied with our lot. 
But, alas ! how feldom do we entertain fuch 
a pious confidence ? How apt to judge raflily 
and erroneoufly concerning what may be moft 
expedient for us ? For we often know not 
the confequences that would attend the com- 
pletion of our wifties; we do not enough 
confider that God giveth alike to all, that 
is, he giveth in fuch meafure as ftiall pro^ 
ducc an equal degree of happinefs to every 
individual, provided that a man do faithfully^ 
for his part, execute his proper duty^ If, 
indeed, he do not employ his talent, or if he 
inifufe it, the fault is his own, and he alone 
dcferves cenfure; but to fancy that another's 
let (fuppofing the virtue and the induflry to 
be equal) is efientially happier than his own, 
is an idle dream, and an indirect murmur 
againft the impartial providence of God. For 
example. A poor man, ftruck with the aw-^ 
ful pomp of majefty, may fancy that the 
Deity hath given the beft means of happi- 
nefs to kings, and to th^ chief rulers of the 

earth. 
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earth, himfelf not feeling the thorns that 
prefs into the temples of the crowned Head $ 
not confidering, that a lofty ftation is ever 
accompanied with its peculiar feniibilities, 
with ideas that are far from pleafurable, and 
which originate only from that elevation ; 
fuch as (hall, indeed, by a fliallow and zn 
incompetent reafoner, be called whimfical 
and abfurd, but which, neverthelefs, are juft 
and weighty, which do really affli<ft the 
heart, and againft which, perhaps, there is 
no eiFedtual remedy, fiefides thefe, the mo- 
narch is not exempt from grofler and more 
acknowledged evil. Cares of great magni- 
tude, to which he and all mankind are fub- 
jed:, whether public or private, do often 
wound and torment his peace of mind. 
Moreover, let it be obferved, that cuftom 
and habit, by foon familiarizing us to any 
rank or ftation, fpeedily diverts it of that 
pleafure or pain, which, when we were ftran- 
gers to it, we fancied infeparable from it • 
fo that the humble peafant, who daily la- 
bours for his food, and the mightreft mo- 
narch in the zenith of his power, are, from 
cuftom alone, alike the fubje<Sts of happinefs 
and mifery. 

If 
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If we dcfeend into a lower fphcre, wc may 
there again difcover pearly the fame, if not 
more cogent reafons 9gainil difcontent. For 
how often arc riches kept by the owners to 
their hurt? How often do the paflions^ which 
they inflame, become overbearing and inia* 
tiate ? In ftorm and tcmpeft they rage at 
large, and diftracft the foul. The heated 
imagination towers above all comfort, and a 
fenfual or an avaricious heart is continually 
folicitous to furnifli for itfelf the never-fail- 
ing means of torment. 

zdly, Wc may learn contentment from re- 
fleding, that, all things conlidered, wc pof- 
fefs more of the good than of the evil of this 
mortal life, provided always that our reli- 
gion and morality be confiftcnt with oqr duty 
;o Go4 and to our neighbour. And, there* 
fore, when wc enumerate our wants, let us npt 
forget ^Ifo to reckon up the many and great 
blcffings, which wc cither do, or may enjoy. 
Let us look cheerfully on the bright fide of 
our condition, and then we (hall furcly dif- 
cover fomc caufe for contentment and fatis-r 
faction : and let us all have the good fenfe 
to congratulate ourfelves upon what we have 
left, rather than to grieve after that which 

is 
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16 irrecoverably loft* For inftance. If, be* 
caufe of the fervour of a too romantic tem« 
per, vi^hich affixed uncommon, perhaps im-» 
proper, but neverthelefs fatisfaftorjr defini-. 
tions to the terms Virtue and Vice, I onco 
committed ads, which, in their effedls,. have 
been fubverfive of my fuccefs in the world, 
and hurtful to my reputation ; can I here 
difcover any bright fide that may even but 
dimly fhine on my opprefTed foul ? If, more* 
over, I have failed in every fair, and juft, and 
honourable endeavour to atone for, to coun* 
terad, the fatal confequences of a peculiar 
^coadud^ can I find any confolation that may 
alleviate the weight of my afflidion ? Sure* 
ly, if, like the good Zaccheus, I be reacfy to 
reftore fourfold for what hath been done 
amifs ; if I prefume not to defend what, in 
vulgar eftimation, is reprehenfible ; if I do 
unfeignedly fubmit to this world, and to this 
world's law ; furejy I may receive comfort, 
and even contentment, in the juft reflexion, 
that I have done all that cpuld be done, that 
more ought not^ cannot be expeded : and 
although the wide wafte before me, at the 
£rft view, may be dreary and forlorn, yet, 
li|>on clofer infpei^on^ I may deicry, even at 

no 
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no great diftance, feme peaceful grot, fome 
calm and humble retreat, where I may reft 
my weary age quietly and in peace. But if, 
inftead of indifcretions, foul crimes have been 
comniitted, fuch as defamation, to the utter 
ruin of a helplefs family, or murder, or the 
feducing and the betraying of the innocent 
into irrecoverable ruin, for which there can 
be no ample expiation, then indeed there is 
a bar to every wide avenue of comfort in the 
human mind; and although at the day of 
}udgment the wretched creature may find his 
enormous fin wafhed away by the blood of 
Jefus Chrift the Lord, yet, in the mean time, 
who can allay his doubts, his fears, the un- 
utterable agonies of his overcharged foul ? 

3dly, We may learn to be contented by 
frequently indulging ourfelves in the giving 
of thanks to God, for thofe many bleflings 
which we are too apt to think nothing of 
until we feel their lofs. What a fource of 
contentment and joy is the confideration that 
we are in health -, for without health, where 
is the value of this world's good ? Doth not 
difeafe caft a dark fhade over the faireft pro- 
fpedl on this fide of the grave ? Doth it not 
cnfeeble^and wither, npt only the body, but 

the 
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the mofl flourifhing, the mofl luxuriant 
mind ? The ftrongcft judgment, the mofl 
brilliant imagination, fades at its approach ; 
the mcft perfedt comelinefs, the nioft attrac- 
tive beauty, finks into the duft before it. 
If, pcradventure, we be deprived of liberty, 
how grievous, how irkfome is the lofs ! Eevn 
health will add to the calamity, by quicken- 
ing our detire for that air and exercife which 
is denied to us. To walk abroad in the open 
day in perfedl health and liberty; to vary 
every beautiful view of the creation by every 
flep we take ; to rove, fportive and uncon- 
trolled, through woods and wilds, by hedge- 
row elms, or running ftrcams, o'er verdant 
meads, or by the fide of fome romantic 
mountain, is really a blefling that is enough 
to fill even the moft capacious mind with 
delight and joy. 

But if health and liberty be loft, if, po- 
verty gnd aiflidion enter into our foul, is 
there then room for content? Yes! yes!' 
there is then room for that precious balm 
to enter in and to affuage our forrows. The 
holy fcriptures will give us comfort. They 
will teach us whereon to reft our hope. 

They 
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^hey will teach us that human life is a joui • 
ney (fometimes indeed full of peril and vex- 
ftlion) that it is a warfare^ a Aate of trial and 
probation. They will teach us that our mor- 
tal life is like the ihadow on the dial^ like a 
vapour, like a thing of nought^ like the grafs 
of the field, which to-day is, and to-morrow 
is caft into the oven. Surely then if thefe 
beautiful and juft emblems of our life be 
tranfitory «ind of fliort duration, let us, by 
faith in God's word, glorioufly hold out for 
the motnent unto the end, and, by a fteady in- 
tegrity, demonftrate, that although we ftrive 
to Avoid, yet that we do not bafely fall before 
the -cvik that environ our prefent being; 
that they have no power to deftroy that peace- 
ful, that courageous, that moft honourable 
contentment of the foul, which is firmly 
fixed, trufting in the Lord. An eternity of 
fpiritual felicity is furely promifed in fcrip- 
ture to them who, by patient continuance in 
Hvell-doing, feek for glory and immortality. 
This iacred, this well-founded belief, ena- 
bled the faints and martyrs of old to refid 
the importunities of fin, to pafs courageoufly 
throogh the fiery furnace of afHiftion, and 

therein 



OS CONtENTMEN*. 12^ 

therein to appear as the beloved fons of God* 
We, indeed, look up to thofe Chriftian heroes 
with admiration, and juftly; buttvby rtiay 
not we emulate their luftre ? If we have thfc 
true Chriftian faith in Chrift Jefus the Lord 
(in which true faith good works are neceffa- 
rily included) we certainly have fufficient 
reafon to be contented in whatfoever ftate 
we may happen to be ; to be cheerful, al- 
though even in the depths of calamity and 
pain, becaufe of our expeiftation of a blefled 
immortality. 

Let us' then often ferioufly confider this 
very important fubjed. It is our intereft, 
it is our duty to be contented here, that we 
may be happy hereafter. We have the beft 
means fo to be, and we do greatly err and 
wrong ourfelves if we fail in the application. 
Let not the feeble witticifms of deceptions 
and blind philofophy obfcure our impartial 
judgment, nor darken the realities of the 
life to come ; for it is a pofitive, a real truth, 
that our religion is built on God's holy word, 
and God is truth. Let us then hold faft the 
profeffion of our faith without wavering, and 
in perfed contentment and peace of mind fo 

pafs 
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pafs on through things temporal^ that we 
finally lofc not the things that are eternal. 
Which God Almighty grant, through Jefus 
Chrift the Lord, to whom with the Holy 
Ghoft be afcribed, &c. 
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ON CRUEtTY. 



Matt, xviii. 32, 33. 

O tbou wicked fervant, I forgave thee all 

that debt J becaufe tbou defiredji me: Shouldejl 

not tbou alfo bave bad compajjion on tby 

Jellow-feruant, even as I bad pity on tbeet 

THIS parable is a beautiful elucidation 
of that part of the Lord's prayer, 
wherein we pray to God " to. forgive us our 
trefpaffes, as we forgive them that trefpafs 
againfl us/' It alfo^ very naturally, prefigures 
the manner of God's dealing with mankind; 
for '^ the kingdom of heaven i% likened unto 
a certain king which would take account of 
his lervants/' As moral agents we iha^l all be 
K ciblig(;d. 
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obliged, at the day of judgment, to give a 
ilrift account to God, who is tHe King of 
king^, ,of wh^ we have dpne in the body, 
whether it be good or whether it be evil. 
** And when he had begun to reckon, one 
was brought unto him which owed him ten 
thoufand talents/' This vaft fum * is fpe- 
cified, in order to point out the abundant 
mercy of God, who is ever willing to forgive 
even the greatelt offences, if the finner be 
truly penitent ; but if he repent not, then 
the divine juftice v^ill take its, courfe. And 
therefore we read, that *' forafmuch as he 
' had not to pay," npr had probably (hewn 
any fignsof candour, humility, or contrition, 
^^ his lord commanded him to be fold, and 
his wife* and children, and all that he had, 
and payment to be made. The fervant then 
fgU dovyn and vs/orihipped him, faying. Lord, 
l^ave pa^tience witb me, apd I will pay thee 
all," H^re v^:e find, that, at the approach 
of! fivi.uUhment, he became difmgiyei^, he be- 
c^jft? h^^mbk, a«4 forryfor his fault; an4. 
lys. l.<?c.(i,^ in the teudernefs of bis affection 
tfi wards his pOQX fervent and cjep^ndant, 
^* The v*luc of a taknt is about 187 1. 10s. in Englifh 

t' ^ I . ** being 
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*> bluing moved with com^aflibif ,• i6bfed hini> 
and forgave him the debt.'* 

How full of delight is the reflexion, that 
we db all ferve fuch a compaflionate, fuch a 
merciful Lord ; that we, who art tied and 
bound with the chains of our fins, are, 
through mercy (that darling attribute of 
heaven) loofened and fet free; that we, who 
fome time were the fervants of fin, are ilow^ 
permitted to become the fervint^ of God, in 
whofe fervice is perfect freedom ! Bu(,' 
alas ! do we not frequently abufe this^ all- 
gracious goodnefs and loving kindnefs ? Let 
us look toourfelves while we read, that ** the 
iame fervant went out, and fourid one of his^ 
fallow- fervants, which owed him an hundred 
pence*: and he laid hands on him, and 
took him by the throat, faying. Pay me that- 
thou oweft. And his fellow- fervant fell 
down at his feet, and befought him, faying. 
Have patience with me, and I will pay thee 
all. And he wbuld not : but wisnt and caft 
him into prifon, until he.fhould pay the 
debt. So when his fellow-fervants faw what 
was done, they were very forry,. and came 

'* The value of a Roman penny is about 74d. in Englifli 
money* s ^ 

. K 2 and 
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gnd told unto their lord all that was done* 
Then his lord^ after that he had called him» 
faid unto him^ O thou wicked fervant^ I 
forgave thee all that debt^ becaufe thou de* 
firedfl me : Shouldeft not thou alfo have had 
compaflion on thy fellow-fervant, even as I 
had pity on thee ?" Surely mercy, in majefty 
<Jivine, came down from heaven, to (hinc 
over the whole earth, upon all creatures; may 
any one of us, therefore, in the perverfenefs 
of his foul, ftrive, with impunity, to be- 
dim its glory ? Certainly not : for we find, 
that ** the lord of that wicked fervant was 
. wroth, and that he delivered him over fo the 
tormentors, till he fhould pay all that was . 
due unto him." How ? \Vas not the debt 
alrea[dy remitted ? It was : but the forgive- 
nefs was retraced, not becaufe of the debt, 
but becaufe of the cruelty and hard-hearted- 
nefs that was ihewn towards a fellow-fervant. 
** So likewife fhall my heavenly Father do 
alfo unto you, if ye, from your hearts, for- 
give hot every one his brother their tref* 
jafibs.*' 

It appearing then that a relentlefs and 
cruel difpodtion of mind is particularly, and 
with much point and force, criminated i|i 

this 
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this parable^ I fhall confine this difcourfe 
entirely to the fubjedl of Cruelty y and thC' 
rather, becaufe we have not been often 
enough reminded from the pulpit of our 
wilful and inconfiderate barbarities. 

I ft, I fhall attempt to draw out-line cha- 
radters of certain perfons, who, for their 
cruelties, may well be called Chriftian$ 
without principle, and men without hu- 
manity. 

2dly, I ihall ihew, that, in this life, the 
perpetrator of cruelty is a hateful charader; 
and that, in the world to come, he will, 
probably, be excluded from. God's mercy. • 

3dly, I fhall conclude the fubjedt with, I 
hope, forae few ufeful reflexions. 

I ft then, Behold the rancorous and un- 
feeling creditor ! Dark, vindidfive, and ma- 
lignant, he fits brooding over human mifery. 
He feels fomething like joy at the debtor's 
agony under his afflidting power. . If the 
mifery be not, in his opinion, fharp enough, « 
he renders it more poignant by unequal va- 
riations and reiterations of cruelty. Some- 
times he fhall agonize the foul of the fup- 
pliant and grief-worn wife with terms of 
harfh morality againft her hufband ; terms 
K 3 that 
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that may h^y^> indeed^ fh? forip df gpdU*. 
jiefs, bqt aqt t;lip pow^ Of it 5 ; te^rms that 
njigJjLt b? ^^d wtljL £ui:c^3 by thp d*vi}, gnd 
hi$ fuhordiri9ito ' Tpiritis^ in ord^r (q render 
the fervice of God drcjadful and iptolcrable. 
For1|ifi;.UlIfe of JAiilk/5 ibidl truly mtm in- 
j«fticpr his, talk of hanefty fliall truly mean 
diihoft$%i ^d his t^k of religion ihall be 
an ftboroiDfttij^n. 

If the mother of the poor debtor (with: 
pious . rfoqu^ncc, with ftich pcrfuafion as 
v^iiHom.hcuiclf, enrobed in innocence^ would 
li/leii to-with d(jHght). entreat him Jofpare 
her.fbft ; the furly fietid, with fhanxcfefs ef- 
frontcry, williiTft exad: her mite^ and then 
contumaciouily dcclarc. that, he will hav^Qa 
niercy. - : 

Surely it would be,. well if ithe laws^ in 
fomefuch inftances as thefe> di(i not 
ftrengthen. the hands of cruelty. It would 
be well if .the tinje of. imprifonment were/ 
•lipiited, accordipg to the degree of the of- 
fence.' If, in this coqamcrcial countr)^ the' 
debtor couJd, by his books, produce a clear 
and fetisfacflory account of his tranfadions, • 
proving that his failure Was occafioned by 
unavoidable, by unforefeefi misfortune, and 
' ' not 
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not by diflfpatioii ot vice; it wouM be welF 
if tlie laws were to fet him free, to re- 
leafe hitn, he appearing, on proof, to be 
h<>h^ft, although lirnfortunate. Fut if the 
books of the commercial man be in coh- 
fufion^ if they be inexplicable; if there Be 
no clear accounts ; if eij^travagance and vice 
have devoured his fubftance; then it would 
be well (after having forced him to furrendef 
lip his property to his creditors) if he were 
baniflicd fot ever from his country, as an. 
infidious and a contagious ehemy to the 
ilatc; 

Behbld with affright, but riot \yithout the 
itibft tender ddnipaffion, thofe deluded vic- 
tinis of mari's cruelty that fill our ftreets in^ 
the ni^ht feafon ! Unflieltered, unpitied, 
defpbiled of all, in mifery and in pain, they, 
weary put a wretched life in- wo unutter- 
able; and at laft they ^nk into an untimely 
gl'Ave; ^#here all things fliall be forgotten 
until the day of account, when abundant 
allowances will furely be made for their 
thoaghtlefs lapfe intoerror^ and tremendous\ 
p'Unifhmientf vvill furely be iriflided on the. 
aboriiinablfc and impenitent perpetrators oif - 
their' mifery. Poflibly the gay feducer, in 
K 4 all 
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nil the pride of poliihed life, who, perhaps^ 
no\v floats plcafurably on the furface of this 
world's happinefs (who is cruel only bc« 
ca.ufe the love of fclf abforbs the fenfe of 
what others fufFer j who is inhuman only 
becaufe hi$ niind is too infipid to tafte the 
generous and the ever-full delights of hu- 
manity) may be imprefled with terror at the 
idea^ that the meafure which he hath meted 
put to others will be meafured unto him 
again « If he be alarmed, and that exceed- 
ingly, I do, from the bottom of my heart, 
than)c God for his fake, becaufe his fears 
X^9Y urge him inflantly to make all the 
atonement in his power to the poor fufferer^ 
whom he hath wrpnged and ruined j and 
thus, together with his unfeigned repent-* 
ance, he may avert the all-confmping wrath 
q{ his offended God* 

But i$ man only cruel tq his own fpecies? 
guf ely pot : and, therefore, when we talk of 
mercy j| wc do. err by confining it to our feU 
IpWrcrcatures, It is then but partially urged, 
and confe<3^ueptly its effefts are but partial^ 
Thu$ a. man will difclaim the imputation of 
critelty, if he offend not the people about 

hioif 
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hitn, although he live in the daily exercife 
of barbarity againft dbmeftic and dependant 
animals. Will not the horfe-dealer, and 
the gentleman that a£ts like one (O fhame- 
ful ambition !) furnifli us with a long ca-- 
talogue of cruelties^ that arc daily committed 
for the fake of alluring the whimfical fancy 
of hard-hearted, but fafliioAable men ? To 
mutilate and to deform a ferviceable and an 
harmlefs animal, under the filly idea of im- 
proving what the Deity hath already made 
perfca in its kind, is^ to fay no worfe, the 
moil egregious folly : but where can any 
fpark of generofity or mercy be found in that 
man, who, for the^fake of the flightdft plea- 
fuxe of the will, or for the fake of amufing 
himfelf with the agony of their forced ex- 
ertion, urges ou his horfes to the utmofl: of 
their fpeed and ftrength, fometimes to the 
very point of death, by the moft intolerable 
torture? 

Behold the relentleft rufiian, who, witli- 
out the fear of God before his eyes, in fporl, 
or for paltry gain, tics a tame fowl to the 
il^ke of torture, where the inoiFenfive creat- 
ture receives many a fulUaimed ilroke from 

the 
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the bludgeon on his defencelefs and tender 
body. His piercing fcreams, his violent^ 
but inefibdual ftruggks to efcape, his dif- 
located and flagging wings, his bones bruifed 
and broken, his head and beak dropping 
blood, inflead of drawing tears and heartfelt* 
forrow from the fpedators of this w^ful 
tragedy, give dccafion for triumph ahd ex- 
ultation; for the callous, the vulgar, the 
obdurate monders in human form, (boat, 
with fiend-lifcc joy, at tht too fure diredion 
of the weapoQ^; tod when at laft the death- 
ftroke arrives, the favagc herd bring another 
poor innocent victim to the ftahe. O ihame 
to manhood I . for cowardsr are cruel ; but ' 
the brave love mercy, and delight to fate. 
O ihaniie to the pdople of England ! foi- in 
this country* alont this abominable crudty 
is ciommitted; Q fhame to our l^iflature; 
that cdultjl d?er tolcratfe this bloody a<a of 
inhumanity ! and although it be ndw for- 
bicjdcn by <>ur laws, and it be prevbhted in 
gr^t cities and towns, )fet in many vil- 
lagitfs, the. officers of juAicc d6i deferve ^ 
the higheft ceaiWr^ for their negligence, 
and becaufb they ace. nd)tr mercifol enough 
8 to 
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to enforce the laws againft the execrable 
perpetrators of this fanguinary deed *. 

I need not trouble you with the defcrip- 
tion of all the various cruelties that arc 
hourly pradlifed on the inofFenfive creatures* 
around us ; fuch as are committed by un- 
principled youths on birds^ reptiles, and in- 
fers ; fuch- as are cpmmitted even by reli- 
giotts and philofophical men in their amufe^ 
m^t of angling, or in the trying of curious, 
indeed, but yet well known or ufelefs ex- 
periments« But let us take fhame to our- 
felves for too oftfen ftanding by, although 
not^s agents, yet as unconcerned fpe6i:ators; 
net duly confidcring> that if we would pleafe 
God, we^uft i^mitafe hiis agdncy in the care 
and prefervation- of his creatures. I come 
now, 

* The dreadful anniveifary of cock-tbrowing, dpth al- 
wayis fill my mind with the jnoft painful agonies and 
appreheniions. I have publicly declared iiit- my neigh- 
bourboQti (finding d>atithe laws are juft duly iput in force) 
that I will never employ, nor aid . any py^ns, who are 
themfelves guilty of this cruelty, or who. permit their 
children to pracSHfe it. If this were, the general declara- 
tion and refolution of all the compaffionate men in the 
realm, I appiehefid that tbt abom^aUc'ciiftom of cock«. 
tfarQwing WQuUibcfti be qnite abi41fiiid«: 

2dly, 
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2dly, To flieW, that^ in this life, the 
perpetrator of cruelty is a. hateful charadler, 
and that^ in the world to come^ he will, 
probably, be excluded from the mercy of 
God. 

The reciprocal wants and neceffitics of 
mankind in fociety, do fo much^ require the 
good offices qf benevolence and fellow-feel- 
ing, that good nature is indifpenfably ne- 
ceflary to the well-being of the world. 
Every individual hath frequent occafion for 
the humanity of his neighbour ; and if he 
find it not, he juftly confi^ers him as an ene- 
my, and as an obje<3: of hate. Now, cruelty 
to harmlefs animals affords a ftrong. fufpi-- 
cion of a m[an's general inhumlanity of tem-*> 
per ; for if they, without a caufe, fufFer 
torture from his hand, furely nothing but 
the laws of the land, or the fear qf retalia<« 
tion, do rcflrain his violence from his fel- 
low-creatuycs. , What timid maiden would 
bind, herfelf in marriage to fuch a man ? or 
if (he did, through the too peremptory dic- 
tates of her relations, how miferable mufl 
be her condition ! Condemned for life to 
fubmit to brutal tyranny, ihe bemoans her 
unhappy, her belplefs (late, Htfr relations, 

perhaps^ 
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perhaps, perceive her forrow, but they dare 
not interfere, left the tyrant be exafperated. 
She, therefore, receives no confolation, no 
comfort; fave, peradventure,from fome lowly 
friend, v^rho, however, can do her no other 
gdod, than by adding tear to tear, and grief 
to grief. If there be children, they wither 
away, even in the morning of their days, 
under the dread gloom of an inexorable fa- 
ther. No allowances are made for childifh 
inexperience, no indulgence given 5 but re- 
proaches fierce and unjuft, abufe vulgar and 
afflicting, an^ chaftifements keen and cruel, 
harrow up the minds of the unhappy in^ 
nocents. 

If the cruel man have power, if he have 
dominion, nay, if he be in the, feat of em- 
pire, how tremendous is his violence to a 
wretched world ! Thoufands of his fub- 
jedts pcrifh by famine, or by the fword, in 
order to gratify fome worthlefs wifh of his 
heart *^ But although the tyrant may evade 

the 

^ The following words concerning Wiiliam the Con« 
queror, are taken from a very antient hiftorian. ffi^^ 
Mlftnfisi p. 5x6. 

^ Rex itaque fiidus Willielmiis, quid ia principes Aii'^^ 
gloram, qui tantac cladi fuperefle poterant, fecerit, dicert- 

cum 
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€tc vengeance of an injured and enriged 
people, can he footh the agonies, of con* 
ibieoce ? " The fpirit of a man will fuftain 
his infirmity ; but a wounded fpirit who can 
bear ?" Prov. xviii. 14. The bbldeft and 
the fecureft finner ihould know^ that the 
Almighty God is able, without (hewing his 
wrath to an innocent family, without lower-. 
ing or finking worldly eftablifliments, with- 
dut impairing or deftroying the culprit^s 
healthy fo to unchain his foul confcience^ 
fo to* let it loofe upon him, as that it fhall, 
without refpite, harrafs and torment him^ 
iflfomuch thathe may apply truly to himfelf 
the words of Satan in Paradife Loft.: 

" Me^miferable! which way (ball 1 fly ? 
Infinite wraih, and infinite defpair ! 
Which way I fly is hell ! myfelf am hell !" 

Can all the kingdoms of the world, and all 

caisi nibil) profit^ Ofnitto. Quul eninfi prodeflet, fi nee 
unvm in tgro regno de illis dicerecn priftina poteftate utL 
permiflTum, fed omnes aut in gravem paupertatis srumnanv 
detrufos aut exhseredatos, patria pulfos, aut efFof&s oculls, 
vel caeterifi amputatis membris, opprobrium hominum 
£ftAos, attt'Certemifertimeaffiidos, vita privates. Simili 
n9«dd utUitate ca«ere exiftimo dicere quid in mifiof em poH 
pulum non folum ab eo fed a fuls a£tum j[it, cum i4 tltdlur 
£(iAmu»iiifi$ik^eisol^iaiinanemcrudehtat»a?fbrtaiSs in- 

thb 
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the ^lory of them^ Ipeak /peace to the guilty 
and defponding foul^ when thepe-is no peace? 
Can all the fubtle arguments of a ftatefman. 
cxcufe the full and' direct violation of >the 
laws of Go^, or * adminifter any comfort to 
the heart-fick tyrant at the hour oE death, or 
at the day of judgment ? Happier, far hap-> 
pier, is the lowly fubjedt in hi3 unnoticed 
privacy, than the audacious n^onarch,^ whofe 
confciencc with injuftice is corrupted*. 

What 

* But if a king, in thele modern times, be not con- 
fcious of any direct a£ts of cruelty, yet may he not be 
alarmed at the idea, that his wretched policy (by which 
he h, perhaps, taught to fear the multitude of his fubje£ts, 
and, therefore, that it is proper, by various contrivances, 
to confume them) operates with no lefs ruin to mankind ? 
How many thoufands are cut off" by wars, thact, to vulgar 
minds, appear to be caufelefs, or the eiFedh of wanton 
ambition ? How defiruf^ive to human life is the undue, 
extenfion of foreign trade and pofTeffion, in diftant and. 
unwholefome countries f What policy can make greater 
wafte of health and li/e, than the undue encouragement 
of the mechania arts ? It is worfe than the fword, it i$ 
worfe than famine ; for the one m^y be refifted, and the. 
other rageth only for a fliort time. But the prince that 
encourages the mechanic arts, to the prejudice of huf- 
bandry,' invites millions, and even the generations of^ 
millions, into the furnace of affli£lion, into the abyfs of. 
death. For when men live in crowds, they live not ge- 
nerally <iut half their days, becaufc of the infalubrity of 

the 
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What fervant would either honour or 
cfteem a cruel mailer ? What acquaintance 
would, difihtereftedly, do him any fervice ? 
Nobody can regard him, every man muit 
hate him. But thi? is not all ; for, after 
this fhort life is ended, he muft, perforce, 
give a flridt account of his cruelties and his 
crimes to a juft and all-powerful Judge, who 
will judge righteous judgment. Our Sa- 
viour hath declared, ^ that the merciful are 
blefled, for they fhall obtain mercy. But 
where is the hope of the unmerciful man ? 
Can it be fuppofed that God will not avenge 
the fufferings of his poor helplefs creatures 
in this lower world ? Will not the Judge 

the air, becaufe of their employments, becaufe of the 
vices that are peculiar to crowded cities, becaufe of the 
fcarcity and badnefs of their food ; for crowded cities muft 
be fed by the labour of the few peafants that are left in 
the country, who are not enough in number to render 
food plentiful and cheap. But if a ruler were to fafhion 
his conduct after the model of the fagacious and benevo- 
lent Numa, the fecond king of Rome (who had po wars 
during a long reign of forty-three years, and who divided 
his lands among the poor people in fmall parcels, thereby 
encouraging huftandry, wifely confidering it as the only 
fource of population, wealth, and national comfort) how 
full of honour would be his adminiftration ! how gra« 
cious, how endearing to his people ! 

•of" 



ON CRUELTYi I45 

b^ all the earth do right ? Will God, that 
remembereth every fparrow that fallcth to 
the ground^ forget to punifli the tormentor 
of the innocent ? Surely not ; for ** ven- 
geance is mine j I will repay, faith the 
Lord." If this be fo, how can the wicked 
culprit efcape ? How much reafon hath he 
to tremble at the thought of futurity ! 

When rifing from- the bed of death, 

O'crwhelm'd with guilt and feaf. 
He fees' his Maker face to face, 

O how fhall he appear! 

Wheh thou, O Lord, fhalt ftand difclos'd 

In majefty fevere. 
And fit in judgment on his foul, 

O how fhali he appear ! 

Dreadful, indeed, muft be his condition, 
when the flern law of retaliation ihall fall 
heavy upon him. What vain argument of 
fancied privilege. and fuperiority can then 
excufe his cruelties ? What plea of cuftom^ 
of example, can then juftify his crimes ? 
Then will he wifli the mountains to fall on 
him, anji the hills to cover him from the 
dreadful vengeance of the Lord,- But the 
blood of Jcfus Chrift^ the Saviour of the 
World, may wafli away the foul ftains from 

h his 
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his guilty foul. Surely the Lord Jefus died 
for us, and he rofe again for our juftifica- 
tion : but if, in this mortal life, the finner 
repent not duly of his crimes, nor ftrive to 
make ample atonement, how queflionable is 
the probability of his falvation ? 

I proceed, 3dly, to offer to your confi- 
deration fome few reflexions on what hath 
been faid. 

I ft. As prevention is better than cure, 
and as common ads of cruelty are often per- 
petrated for want of knowing better, we 
fhould carefully rnftruft our children in this 
great principle of humanity, and habituate 
them to a6ts of mercy and compaffion. We 
fhould never indulge, but rather check with 
afperity, their wifti to poffefs any thing, 
which, in their hands, might fufler torture 
or death ^ always remembering the words of 
Solomon, *^ Train up a child in the way he 
fhould go, arid he will not depart from it." 
How pleafant will be the reflexion, wheft our 
children become eminent for their integrity 
and benevolence, that they^ are indebted to 
an early care for their real honours ! How 
pleafant the reflexion, that when we die we 
jnay bfe rewarded hereafter, for having been 

good 
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good fliepherdvS over the little and harmlefs 
flock entrufted to our care. 

2dly, A perfon that hath taken pleafurc 
in adts of cruelty, fhould frequently ftrive 
to foften his rugged nature, by making the 
care of the fufFerer his own. If we fufFered 
what we do often inflidt, fhould we not 
think that our tormentors deferved the 
fharpeft punifhment ? When, therefore, O 
man, thy wretched viftim lies wounded, 
bleeding, dying at thy feet, think for a mo-« 
ment what thou wouldft fuffer in the like 
condition ! God, indeed, hath given thee 
power over the fowls of the air, the fifhes 
of the fea, and over the beafts of the field 5 
but God will not fuiFer thee, with impunity, 
to torment them for thy diverfion ; for tor- 
ture is in no cafe whatfoever juftifiable; it 
is worfe than death, becaufe a continuance 
of pain is worfe than a releafe from it *. 

* The flaying of animals for our fuftenancc, is permitted 
for various fufEcient reafons : but, perhaps, it is only 
known to anatomifts that man, by the flrudlure of his 
teeth, is formed for living upon animal food as well as 
vegetable, having canine teeth, which are for the purpofe 
of tearing fleihly fibres afunder, and alfo having cutting 
leeth and grinders, 

La If 
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If inhumanity towards thy fellow-creature* 
mark thy charadtcr, ftrive to foften it by 
reflcding on their fuiFerings, which arc 
heightened and prolonged by fears and ap- 
prehenfions. If thou have not felt adver- 
fity, thou mayeft not immediately, perhaps, 
be fenfible of another's woe ; but it is eafy 
to be learned, if pride and arrogance do not 
turn afide thy attention. If an harmlefs, 
an afflidled creature, ftruggling againft fick- 
xiefs, need, or any other ad verfity, appear be- 
fore thee, O do not with infult overlook the 
circumflances that heighten his calamities : 
rather put thyfelf in his ftead, and then 
compaflionately behold his mifery in all its 
aggravations. If he have afted amifs, be- 
caufe his too romantic fpirit and fervent 
temper hurried him into error, thou wilt 
confider, that his fenfibility gives point to 
his trouble, and therefore thou wilt forbear 
to make it (harper by fatiric^l flander or in- 
vedive. When he glided pleafantly over 
the waves of this troublefome world, before 
the raging billows of adverfe fortune fwelled 
tumultuoufly o'er his head, he, perhaps, 
was always ready to go out of his way to 

pity 
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pity and to affift others in their diftrefs. He 
never added weight to the troubled mind, 
but, with a tender and a liberal hand, poured 
balm into every wound. Be thou then mer- 
ciful to thyfelf, as thou art hereafter to be 
judged, and judge of him with candour and 
commiferation. 

3dly, Let us all frequently call to mind 
the various adts of hard-hear tedoefs and 
cruelty of which we have been guilty; and 
let us refolve, in the firft inftance, to make 
all the atonement in our power, and in fin- 
cere penitence refolve, as we expeft mercy, 
never for the future to indulge or gratify a 
cruel difpofition. Pain and mifery are hor- 
rible evils. Let us take care never to inflidt 
either, that we may not fufFer in like man- 
ner j but let us ftrive to keep our confcience 
void of offence both towards God and to- 
wards man, generoufly and honourably re- 
folving to deny ourfelves that pleafure which 
may give another pain ; and, with the largeft 
and moft abundant compaffion towards ani- 
mated nature, let us ever ftrive to keep in- 
nocency, and to take heed unto the thing 
that is right, for that fhall furely bring ys 
peace at the laft, 

h ^ To 
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To conclude. If we would be happy, 
we muft endeavour to imitate the Almighty 
God in all his imitable perfcdlions, parti^ 
cularly in his attribute of mercy. Wc m^ft 
endeavour to follow the example of our 
bleffed leader and captain, Jefus Chrift the 
Lord, who would not break even the bruifed 
reed, who prayed for his very murderers, 
and who invited them moft kindly, by the 
apoftle St. Peter, to repent and to be con- 
verted, that their fins might be blotted out. 
Fill us, O Lord, with this charitable and 
heavenly temper of mind, and grant that 
we may never cruelly mifufe thy creatures, 
which thou haft committed to our charge, 
nor hefitate to forgive our fellow-fervant 
the fmall fum of an hundred pence, fincc 
we muft all, with fhame and confufion, ac- 
knowledge ourfelves to be in debt to thee, 
far more than the fum of ten thoufand ta- 
lents : And grant, O Lord, as we do from 
our hearts forgive every one his brother their 
trefpaffes, that we may all of us receive the 
perfect remiffion of our fins, through the 
merits and mediation of Jefus Chrift our 
Saviour. Amen. 

Now to God the Father, &c, 

S E R^ 
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1 I ^ y-pi" " 

Prov. xxvli. 4. 
Who is .able to Jland before envy ? 

BY this queftion, Solomon feems to have 
thought that no man can ftand before 
Envy ; that every virtue withers at its ap- 
proach. True, indeed, it is, t^at where, 
there is an enterprifing virtue, there Envy, 
with a thoufand various tongues, is loud in 
babble ; but as its noifc ferves only to pro- 
claim that virtue, it is, perhaps, in this cafe, 
po misfortune to be envied. Neverthelefs, 
happy is the man, who is far aloof from this 
reftlefs, this pernicious eyil ; happy, if he 
may live out of the glare of this world, in 
the fhade of obfcurity and contentment, 
L 4 Y^hcrc 
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where envy hath no refidence, no poflefSon, 
But, alas ! what fhade, what gloomy cell, 
can entirely hide us from its fearcfi ? Where 
hath it no haunt? It is as vifible in the 
cloifter as in the palace. The meaneft cot- 
tager envies his neighbour^ or his mafter, 
as much as the ftatefman his rival or his 
fuperior. All ranks and degrees of men are 
infedled with it. It is a general evil, and^ 
therefore, it fhould be generally oppofed. 
Now, that we may properly be aware of it, 
and guard ourfelves againft it, fuiFcr me, 

I ft. To define, and then to difcourfe at 
large upon it. 

2dly, I (hall fubmit to your confideratpn 
fome few rules for its prevention and ex- 
linaion, 

Mr. Locke fays, that *^ Envy is an un? 
cafinefs of mind, arifing from the oonfidera- 
tion of a good we defire, which is obtaine4 
by one who, we think, fhould not have had 
it before vis." I may alfo &dd, that Envy is 
a bafe attempt \q pull down anqther's virtue 
below its pwn meanqpfs and contemptibility. 
Herein it widely differs from that noble 
principle of the foul called Emulation, 
wl^^ch although it ilrive againft fuperiofi- 

ties, 
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tics, yet it is bold in confcioqs honour, and 
it ever hath integrity for its fbWd, Emu- 
lation is the true and fterling mark of mag-, 
nanimity. It dwells only in great minds, 
and it is the fpring and fource of heroic vir- 
tue. But Envy is an illiberal, a fordid, a 
bafe fpirit. Emulation urges i|s on to the 
attainment of that virtue, which is offered 
to all ; but Envy difcovers the vile and ma- 
licious means by which we may pull back 
thofe that are before us. The one, with 
generous fervour, ftrives to become great and 
good, and it blufhes at its own weaknefs 
and delay ; but the other, ' arrogant and 
ilothful, fails at fortune, and with a certain 
irritability of temper that wounds only it- 
felf, it fatirizes, it repines at every fuccefs 
but its own. It (hall, indeed, happen, that 
an envious man betrays not even the fainteft 
defire to mount up to the height and gran- 
deur of another, but only employs himfelf 
^n the blighting, and in the deftroying of a 
profperous exaltation. Surely, this employ- 
ment muft be moft vexatious and unpro- 
fitable; ^nd, therefore, he who cherifhes 
this Vice in his bofom, is and muft be 
^retched, not, indeed, becaufe of his own 

ynworthinefs. 
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unworthinefsy but becaufe he is under the 
perpetual difappointmcnt of feeing others 
raife themfelves far above his own mean and 
degenerate condition. Malignant in wiflies^ 
artful in defigns, cruel in aft, full of trea- 
chery, calumny, and pride, he tries by every 
bad means, however wicked, hazardous, or 
deftruftive, to fatisfy this moft urgent vice, 
which, like the grave, although gorged with 
the deareft morfels of the earth, is, and ever 
will be, rapacious and infatiate. 

2dly, The finfulnefs of this vice is enor- 
mous, as will appear from fome few, out of 
many, inftanccs that are recorded of it in the 
holy fcripture. 

We read, that, foon after the expulfion 
of Adam out of paradife, " Cain, moved 
with Envy, flew his brother Abel, becaufe," 
as St. John informs us, *' Cain's works were 
evil, and his brother's righteous." It was 
Envy that urged the fons of Jacob to at- 
" tempt the ruin of their brother Jofeph, by 
felling him as a flave. ** The patriarchs, 
moved with Envy" (as St. Stephen told the 
Jews) " fold Jofeph into Egypt." Jacob 
was a good man, he was a good father, he 
had a tender love for all his children ; but 

Jofeph 



ON ENVY. 155 

Jofeph being the youngeft, the child of his 
old age, had received, probably, fome par- 
tial marks of his afFedlion, which excited 
the Envy of all his brethren. A fad in- 
ftance, by the way, of the many evils that 
are to be expedted from the injudicious 
foridnefs and partiality of a parent; often 
proving the deftru6tion of the favourite 
child, and the caufe of fuch jealoufy and 
ill-will, as ultimately to deftroy the peace 
and comfort of the whole family. And fo 
it happened, for a time, in the cafe before 
us. Although God, in his good providence, 
turned it at laft to the prefervation of that 
chofen houfe, the too fond indulgence of 
the patriarch, not only, for a time, deprived 
him of his darling fon, but it had nearly 
been the occafion of drawing his other fons 
into the guilt of ihedding innocent blood, 
even the blood of their own brother : the 
fear and fufpicion of which, gave this loving 
parent too juft: caufe to refufe every comfort 
from his family that might tend to allay his 
grief. " All his fons and all his daughters 
rofe up to comfort him. But he rent his 
clothes^ and put fackcloth on his loins, and 

faid. 
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faid, I will go down into the grave unto my 
fon mourning." 

Another inftance, to (hew the deteftable 
nature of Envy, is in the malicious beha- 
viour of Saul towards David. David was a 
man of an exalted charadler. He had greatly 
diftinguiflied himfelf by unfeigned piety to 
God, by unfhaken loyalty to his prince, and 
by a generous love for his country. By his 
fkill and courage he had delivered both king 
and people from their enemies, and there- 
fore he defer ved the bed returns of efteem 
and gratitude from both. Indeed, it was the 
gratitude of the people that made the king 
envious 5 for David received from the people 
the heartieft congratulations, but from Saul 
the bitternefs of Envy, which fhewed itfelf, 
throughout the remainder of his reign, in 
majcvolent defigns to ruin, and to cut off 
that incomparable chief, who had often 
faved both him and his kingdom from 4e-» 
flrudlion. 

The laft inftance which I fhall mention, is 
the parable of the labourers in the vineyard. 
The vineyard is an emblem of the church of 
God, wherein men are called to work at 
different times. The owper of the vineyard 
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is the Supreme Being, who is not only jufl 
and equitable, but who is infinitely kind 
and generous to his poor labourers and fer- 
vants. Now, thofe perfons who came in. 
the morning, in their early age, in their 
youth, although they did receive what they 
had agreed for, and they appeared to be 
therewith well contented ; yet, when they 
found that others, who were hired later in 
the day, and who, they imagined, had not 
done fo much work as they had (though 
here, probably, they might miftake, for fome 
perfons do more good in an hour than others 
in an age) they became envious and difcon- 
tented, and they moft indecently expoftu- 
lated with their beneficent and moft benign 
mafter. He certainly had done them no in- 
jury, by giving away to their fellow- fervants 
what furely was his own to give ; but Envy 
blinded their reafon, and it benumbed their 
compaflion. 

How often is this parable verified in the ' 
world ? How often are we diifatisfied with 
our own portion, only becaufe it is not fo 
large as that of fome others ? And thus, O 
Ihame to our reafon, O fhame to our huma- 
nity ! And thus the unbounded goodnefs of 

God, 
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God, is, too often, found to be the fole | 

caufe why He lofes the praife, and We the I 

comfort, of thofe great mercies, which he 
hath fo abundantly fhowered down upon us« 
How juft is that divine expoftulation, ** Is 
thine eye evil, becaufe I am good ?'* 

But we may obferve, that Envy is a vice j 

to which there is not the fmalleft temptation, I 

either of pleafure or profit ; for there can be ■% 

no pleafure in the vexing, in the difquieting 
of one's fclf. If an ill-natured man take 
pleafure in difturbing the peace of others, he 
cannot take any in the tormenting of him* 
felf : but the folly is, that the envious tor-* ! 

ment themfelves to no malnner of purpofe> tJ 

for who ever did himfelf any fubftantial good 1 

by the wiflhing of ill to his neighbour? Shall \ 

I ever beconie wifer, more opulent, more im- i 

portant, by envying another's underftanding^ j 

wealth, or confequence ? No. But I may 
lofe much : I may lofe my friends, create . 
enemies, and inevitably deftroy my own peace 
of mind. Nay more : My envious difpofi- 
tion may miftake its objedt ; for the perfon 
whom I may fuppofe to be a fit obje<ft, may^ 
on a near infpedlion, prove a fitter objed of | 

pity and compaffion. Nay, even the happieii 
4 ilate 
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ftate that it is poflible for human nature to 
be in, while in this periihable body, is al- 
ways chequered with pain as well as plca- 
furc. All the glories of this world, are, in 
themfelves, joylefs and infipid; and were wc 
but acquainted with the inward griefs, the 
fecret corroding cares and troubles that ha- 
fafs, and too often overwhelm the minds of 
tl^e chief men of the earth, we ftiould be far 
from thinking their condition to be envied. 
Art injudicious fpe£tiator might, indeed, ad- 
mire the ftatc and grandeur of his neighbour; 
he might eagerly wifti to be that feemingly 
happy man. But, alas ! the man himfelf, it 
is probable, is quite of another opinion. He 
truly difcoyers the emptinefs, the infuffi- 
ciency, of worldly honours to fill up the 
reafonable foul^ and although, before he 
experienced them, he was as eager in the 
purfuit as we may be, yet now he finds that- 
they do not, that they cannot, fulfil his ex- 
travagant expedationfi. This is unqueftion- 
ably the fad: ; and it plainly demonftrates the 
folly, the abfurdity, of the envying of others,, 
becaufe of the glitter of their appearance. 
And, moreover, when honours and riches are 
obtained by foul means, who can defcribe, 

who 
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who can envy the mifery, the diftradidri^ 
the tempefts that rage within the pofTeflbr's 
breaft ? . The lonely time of night, which 
gives reft to the innocent, to the meek and 
lowly upon earth, can give no reft to him ^ 
it^ on the contrary^ adds additional gloom 
and difmay to his wretched foul. 

But let us fuppofe that the bad man is fo 
far callous to reflexion, that he may, in fome 
fort, pafs away his time plcafurably and 
agreeably, yet we that look on may fee, the 
avenging fword of God hanging by a hair 
over his head ; for he holds his life by as 
weak a tenure ; and when at laft his foul 
fiiall be required of him, his delufive plea- 
furcs muft end in mifery unutterable. Can 
fuch a man be envied ? Have we not rather 
caufe (confidering the almoft invincible 
power of fin over the human mind) to pity 
and to pray for him, to lament and to moura 
over him. But if the man who i& advanced 
to honours be really an honourable man; if 
he be ufeful to fociety, and truly good^ why 
then he will of courfe be blefled here^ and be 
happy hereafter; and it would be egregious 
folly in us to envy him that happinefs which 
we may all enjoy, if we will but ftrive* 

Further, 
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FuKthcr, How fwoln with wickcdnefs is 
ns fpirit of Envy ! for it arraigns the dif- 
penfations of providence. It is a daring 
impeachment of the juftice, the goodnefs, 
and tjhe wifdom of God, as if he knew not 
how, or had not the will, to adl properly. 
It arrogates to itfelf the beft way of govern- 
ing the world ; which is a conceit fo prc- 
fumptuoufly wicked, that it would never be 
endured but by a God of infinite patience 
and forbearance. Such a ba(e temper of 
mind is juftly excluded from heaven ; and the 
fpirit of Envy is fo flained and fpotted with 
fin, that if we could fuppofe an envious maa 
to be in heaven, yet it would be no heavea 
to him : For if he fret and be miferable at 
the fight of human happinefsj. which is ever 
imperfedt, how urgent and exquifite muft be 
his torments in that ftate of blifs, vs^here the 
happinefs of purified fpirits is infinite and 
complete ! " Where envy and ftrife is, there 
is confufion,.and every evir work/* The 
mifchiefs attendant upon it are innumerable* 
From whence arife wars and tumults, anar- 
chy and fafiion, but from Envy, founded on 
ambition ? It was Envy that moved the devil 
to rebel againftXjod^ his almighty Creator, 
.M ^ and 
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stod t6 jtttcmpt the overthvow of J«f(ft Chf ift 
<Sur Lord, who came dowft ftam htsyca fdt 
dur redtttipticfh. It Was £fivy that tirgdJ 
tfte Phapife^s and the &ribe)^ to deliver tt|f 
dite Lord of Hie to be crucified and tLtSu^ 
Hov7 full of wlckedttefs then is diis vke P 
How detefbblc ih the fight of God and good 
fiten ! How prejudicial to the intereft of die 
&ull And, thefefor(», 

jdly, Ihaflett to oflb- to your thought^' 
^nne few rules fi>r its prevention and ct:- 
tiii^on. 

sft, Lftuspofifa&ourmiiid^With&fttiofi^ 
jtnd lively feiife of dits one great truth, that 
6od is the unerring governor and diredot 
of this world. Hence it is natural* to in- 
iW, that it is the duty of us, his dependaiye 
creatures, cheerfully to fubmit to all his dif> 
penfations, and not to think ourfdves ddtltletf 
to harbour even fo much as one murnrUfhrgf 
thought at the juft decrees of an atll'>perfiift 
Being; and although there be feme fteadn^ 
inequalities, feme feenting inconfiftencies ih 
the Ways' of providence, which fo ap'pcar Ut 
cur weak reafon, yet we may reft affurdd, that 
Cod ads not by partial, but by general k^^s ; 
that he a^ by the rules of perfect «ifdoiir» 

and. 



ON* M * V y. ifij 

and, therefore, thsrt wbatfo^er he doth ii 
right. Surely it is moft irreverent in usr' td 
attttnpt to pry into the caufes of God's 
agency. Without a doubt, the Ddty majr 
govern his world, and allot us our feverat 
flatibns in it, without calling us into his 
couhfel, who are but dufl: and aflies, wh(» 
may "fay to corruption. Thou art my father j; 
to the worm. Thou art my mother, and my 
fifter," Job xvii. 14. 

If, indeed, by our difcretion, or honeft 
induflry, we may render our condition moftf 
comfortable, the way is open, and we may 
Bsdrly ftrive; but if, after all, we find that 
pur good defigns have failed in the eveht^ 
why then let us retire into ourfelves, and 
patiently abide the will of God. " It is the' 
Lord, let him do what ieemeth him good.'* 
Nothing would fooner give comfort to our 
minds, under all events, or would more ef« 
ft^tually engage the divine favour, than ptf^ 
tience and devout fubmiffion. " It is tihc 
Lord, let him do what feemeth him good/' 

2dly, Another remedy againfl Envy is aa 

endeavour to root out of our minds a felfiOi 

temper (than which there is hardly any thipg 

more deftru^tive in ibciety) and to plant itf 

Ma its 
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its room a difintercftcd benevqlence fpr . all 
tpankind. He that cberi£hes in his heart 
the fublimeft, nay, the aggregate of all yir- 
t-ues^ the, true Chriftian dyuTri^, which is 
tf an flawed charity y not only weeps with them 
that wcepj^ not only feels deeply for human 
wo, but he alfo rejoices with them that do 
rejoice 5 he feels a pleafant fatisfa<9:ion in 
another's joy. This is that generous ayaTriy, 
which brings us to a near refemblance to 
our heavenly Father, who delights in doing 
good, and who promifes the immenfe re- 
ward of eternal life in blifs, to all thqfe who 
jftrive to imitate him in this his all-glorious 
perfeftion. 

Laftly, A ferious confideration of our fu- 
ture ftate, wherein every one of us (hall re- 
ceive according to his work, would alone 
filence all repining thoughts concerning our- 
felves and others. This world, ave do well 
know, is not the place that can determine 
Qur happinefs pr our mifery, Whatfoever our 
concjition be here, whether good or bad, it 
muft (hortly have an end ; and then vv'e fhall 
enter pn a new exiftence, where all the pomp, 
the dazzle, the glory of this world, will be 
flot.at all regarded. Let us confid^r then 

that 
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that we are Chriftjans, in a covenant with 
God for an eternal inheritance, for an incor- 
ruptible crown ; and (hall we envy any one 
the fading fatisfaftions of this life, when it 
is in our power, affifted by divine gface*, to 
loar aloft, far, far above this earthly fphere.^ 
If we look beyond this world, we fliall fee 
all men {landing on equal terms. The ever-; 
lafting doors of the heavenly Jerufalem ftand 
open to all ; and every one that thirfteth may 
there drink of that fountain of living waters^ 
without money and without price. 

True honour and happinefs then is ia 
every one*s reach •• for as we excel here irt 
the right management of our will, fo fhall 
we excel in glory hereafter. At our laft trial, 
at the day of judgment, we ftiall be valued 
only for our virtue. , All the advantages of 
genius and learning, all the privileges of 
birth and fortune, will there have no influ- 
ence ', for the beggar fliall be advanced above 
his prince, and the fervant above his mafter, 
if he have afted better. Is this our belief? 
Why then let it be the. principal bufinefs of 
our lives to do our duty juftly and confci- 
cntioufly, that fo we may be exalted and not . 
degraded in the other world. Would we 
M 3 but 



l66 ON 9 V r Y. 

but perfercte in this condudt^ as we fliould 
have neither leifure nor inclination to envy 
other men/ £o we (hould not anxioufl^ dcfire 
fiich a ftate of life here as might raife the 
envy of others, but fubmit to God's wifdom> 
vho ^npweth what is good for us better 
than we do ourfelyes. And iince it is no 
great matter what condition God is pleafed 
to allot us in this world (as the faihion of 
it fo (oqn paiTeth away, and we ^re ^one) 
|jBt us put ^way ^11 (c^vy, qialice, and con-» 
tention, frcun ^mongft us ; and ais we are 
fellow-labourers in the iktxx^ vineyard, let us 
all fo i^rife to execute ovir work, that when 
our Mafter comcth^ he mav fay to ^ch of 
ys, *^ Well done, thou good aiid faithful fer-v 
f^t, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord/' 
N^w tp Qqd the Father, §cc. 
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Two men went up into the temple to pray ; the 
one a Pharifee^ and the other a publican. 
The Pharifee flood and prayed thus with 
bimjelf^ God^ I thank thee that I am not 
as other men are^ extortioners^ utyujl^ aduU 
tererSf or even as this publican. I faft 
twice in the week, I give tithes of all that 
Ipoffefi. And the publican, Jlanding afar 
off, would not lift up fo much as his eyes 
unto heaven, but fmote upon his breaft, fay-- 
ing, God, be merciful unto me ajinner. I tell 
you, this man went down to his houfejujli^ 
fled rather than the other: for every one 
that exalteih himfelf fhall be abafed*, and 
he that humbleth himfelf fhall be exalted. 

VTTHEN vrc fairly confidcr the many 
V evils and errors that arife from par- 
tial Arguments in favour of ourfelves^ we 
' M 4 ' ihall 
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fhall have great reafon to diftruft our own 
righteoufnefs and wifdom^ and to avoid the 
fin of dcfpifing others. Inftcad of giving 
indulgence tea reafoning pride, "which always 
argues on its own fide, we (hall nobly fcru- 
tinize the fccrct motives of our beft adlions, 
and every one of us, in deep humility, muft 
fay with the contrite publican, " God, be 
merciful unto me a finner." The proud Pha- 
rifce, indeed, fafted twice in the week, he 
gave tithes of all that he poiTefTed ; but he 
thanked God that he was not like other men, 
like that truly devout publican, like the good 
Zaccheus, who gave the half of his goods to 
the poor, and if he had done wrong to any 
man, he was willing to reftore unto him 
fourfold. 

• How do we turn away our eyes with ha- 
tred and fcorn from the oftentatious Pharifee ? 
How do We abhor him in all the infolence of 
his power, and defpife the meannefs, the nar- 
rownefs of his felf-congratulations ?. And yet 
arc not fome of us like him ? Do not fomc of 
us, by bafe comparifons, condeipn our neigh- 
bours and juftify ourfelves ? Do we not, in "the 
pride of our morality, by every mifchicvous 
means in our power, perpetuate and enlarge 

the 
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the fault or failure of fome unhappy Chrif- 
tian, who, perhaps, hath long ago moll am- 
ply atoned for it before God and man ? Arc 
we not too often blind to the luftre of ano- 
ther's virtue that fhines around us, and too 
ready to throw a veil over it, even at the 
cx^ence of our own fame and honour? How 
ignoble is it to think of ourfel ves more highly 
than we ought to think ! How bafc to wifli 
to raife ourfel ves by the downfal of other 
men ! 

Indeed pride, whether we view it in gaudy 
or in mean difguife, doth always appear, to 
the uninfedled eye, to be both loathfome and 
deformed. He that hath it, will not own 
it : often, indeed, becaufe he vainly reafons 
himfelf into the perfuafion that he hath it 
not ; but, generally, becaufe he knows that, 
by an avowal, he would become the fcorn 
and contempt of fociety. In truth, pride is 
ever hoftile to the breaft that harbours it, 
and it is the fource of many fatal miferies 
a:nd mifchiefs. It excited our firft parents 
to rebel againfl God, and it hath fhed its 
baneful poifon upon all their pofterity ; for 
we are aU> naturally, arrogant, and we do all 

delight 
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delight io iCt^X fi^zttvy, whicb ftrivcg to rajyfe 
u$ abrivc pjnx d^fcrts, 

Pride then beipg graftpJ ip huoa^fli ©»- 
tu«^ wi4 Replete with evil, it doth moft 
highly coia;<?ero u^ all jto iad out its moft 
hidden recedes j both inojarjTelves avd others; 
^4 to atjlieijapt its ;extirpatioo with the iaioe 
care ipd |xer,reverance^ as we would extirpate 
9 deadly poifon that preys upon our life. | 
ihfiW, therefore^ in this difcourfe, affift yoiir 
endeavours by, 

lA, Viewing pride in defcriptiop. 

idly, I fhall poii^ QWt thfi wiokedneA dod 
folly of if/i 

^dLy^ I ihall o^r ito your con^eratjon 
jCcwnc of the means by which wewiay rejWl it, 

^Vt it is firA necfiflkry tp prqmife, that the 
mind ppifeiTes nuny q^^ualities^ which, to fu* 
pAr^.cial phiervers, he^r the feogihlanQe of 
pf ide^ but which do widely di^r frppi it, 
Thu^ to he co^fcious of gr^t abilities, whe^^ 
ther iotelleSual o^ moral » 9nd at large to 
difplay thewi to the worjd, is not pride i 
for if it \;iwre, pur bleffed Saviour hwfelf, 
who WAS ojeek and lowly in h^i^ plight he 
Qb.a^i;^^ with it. It is noit thm the difplay 
of groat adtions^ but fometimes it is the 

hiding 
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hiding of a valuable and u&ful (tajent^ YthhAi 
ihall conftitute that €ii»r)i{h pride, vfeidb 
forms to itfelf a coftleoipt for maakind, (b 
great as to difdain the exphaogs of" ffX)d. 
offices. But knowledge^ like a gracious nin 
from heaven, oi^ht to be generally iiffufdi 
oyer the whole eartb : Fpr to know ifi to be 
lubppy, provided that we knf>w aright ; and 
he that difFufes happineis, xeiembles the vaft 
Creator of the world, who is the perfc(Skion 
of all con^mpnicgble goodoe^s. '^ Lfst then 
your light fo (hine before m^n, that they faay 
fee your good wojks, a«d glorify y(3«ir Fiiet:^ 
which is in heaveu,'' Ma:tt. v. ii6. 

Now, as tha/t is xxot pride, which urges 
us oq to the laudable exertion of our zhSim 
tics; fo neither ought we to b* awwfcd of 
this yiqe, if we be pJeafed with the com^ 
mendation of thofe whoadm|jrej and whoi»<*^ 
ceive benefit from our talents, Happy, ia« 
deed, muQi be theipan, who^i on proof, can 
be afTured that he hath done good. This 
confcioufnefs is a great iieward. It enlarge^ 
oiir gratitude to God ; it gives energy to oiv 
players. In fucb delightful recolledions^ 
the rapt foul utterly difclaims to itiblf all 
fRfifit i blU^ confcioua of ijts own intrinfic 

nothingnefs^ 
8 
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nothingnefs, it melts into adoration of that 
all-gracious Being, who can convert the very 
duft and aflies of the ground into the humble 
inftrumcnts of his mofl benign will. 

Moreover, when we reficfl: on the wretch- 
ednefs of our fallen nature, we can never 
furely difdain nor contemn the lowed of our 
fellow-creatures ; for he may have fome vir- 
tues which wc have not, or we may have 
vices to which he is not fubjedt. But pride, 
as theapoftle has juftly defined it, confifls in 
thinking of ourfelves more highly than we 
ought to think. It a<5ts as a fcreen before 
ourreafon; and it too often hinders our view 
of the real ftate and condition of human na- 
ture. 

Behold that formal female, who, ftiffened 
by the cold ceremonies of behaviour, looks 
with an indignant eye upon her inferiors^ 
and from her heart defpifes them for thofe 
excellencies, which fhe confiders as defeds, 
becaufe (he never found them in herfelf. 
Ever eager to multiply the attentions, that 
(he believes are her due, fhe is hafty in the 
conceiving of affronts, and implacable in 
her hatred againft the viftims of her fplcen. 
The love of fway, the love of dominion, is her 

ruling 



ON p R I D E^ i73 

ruling paffian. Neither religion, nor honour, 
nor natural affedlion, can ftem the torrent 
of her fury. ;Bufy in foroenting difcord in ^ 
private families, for the fake of rule over the 
wretched parties, and fiercely zealous to fup- 
port her unjuftifiable claims, flieis intolerant, 
revengeful, and malicious. She lives a mon- 
fter unto many ; hated by her children, de- 
fpifed by her acquaintance, and, if fhe re- 
pent not, rcjeded by her God. 

Behold the gorgeous Pharifee, in all the 
pride of ftation, hurling rebukes and fcora 
upon all around him ! prejudging and ac- 
cufing the abfent, or thofe who have none 
to help them ; vainly, perhaps, arrogating 
to himfelf an exemption from thofe ble- 
milhes that ftain the charafters of other m^n. 
If he be not the flave of fome enormous 
vice, the infolence of his morality a^s as a 
fliarp fword in the hands of an outrageous 
madman. With broad brutality, in public 
company, he will, in the moft pointed terms, 
expofe and aggravate the infirmity of a Gran- 
ger, an acquaintance, or a friend; blighting, 
and, with contagious breath, deftroying the 
faireit forms under heaven ; pUnifhing the 
helplefs children by his inexorable rage and 
^alumny againft the unhappy father, who 

never 



never rttjuf 6d him, who nerer offended him, 
i^o ntvtt*, perhaps, knew hitn. Confident 
HAipo^tivt in hils words^ he treats with ob- 
ftrquy ^d fcorfi thbfe who preftmie to difer 
ftoth him f and he mcafures not! his opinioil 
of their nnderftandrng by their abilitiesr, bttt 
By the loWncfs of their fortune, or the mo* 
deft timidity of their behaviour. 

Wife, indeed, art thou, protrd fodi, iii 
thine own eyes, and than woufdft fain be lb 
arccourtted by the worhf ! But fhoa confi- 
dercft not that the world Will jtidge for it* 
lyf ; that thy pride is an impenetrable bar- 
ritr to thy inrprovement, and thy coarfc ilU 
Mature, a never- failing carafe of enmity and 
hate. Nay, perhaps, before thou art aware, 
ibme rival of a miitd that i*s equally mon- 
iftroits and deformed, may difpufe thy boafted 
fuperiorityj and he may force thee to trem- 
ble before that /prrit. Which may be more 
hateful than thrnfe own. And why weariefl 
thou thyfelf with thy too bufy enquiries 
into things that ate ibove thy underftand- 
irrg? For thy (hallow and ill-digefted opf- 
nicns concerning the myfteries of ftate, and 
the cohdu^it ctf the legiiTature, and fhy vaiii 
<Hd pfefumptuotis decifions in theology ^and 
philofophy, ferv& only tO' betray the folly 
^ . of 
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of ilijr aitttiitk», and the theatraieh of thy 
ittteSkAs. 

3<!ly, If we look irrtb the cfdWif, we ff»ll 
find many, wBt>, trn^ the delufion of a 
'firing fancy and a Weak jmfgfmcnt, ate vain 
of the comelineft of their form j and al- 
rhoftrgh they may, poffibly, kndw that heaixitf 
is but a fliort-lived flower, yet they confider 
fioT that ft is fo whh them : and they err, 
Becaufe th^ haughtily exadt an attenriott 
from others, which is due not f o their per- 
fon, but only to their virtue. EnveIope(^ 
in the luxury of fafhion, they fcem to live ' 
dnly for the purpofe.of aidorning theiiifelves 
Withr coftty apparel, forgetting, or elfe ne- 
gle^ng, that inward beauty of the tnin^, 
'* even the orniUnent of a meek and qtiiec 
^«rh, which is^, in the fight of Cod, of gfeat 
price." To be prottd of our for», is to 
fte prottd of fragllify - but, neverthelefs, if 
is pftfper that fdme regard be paid to it : Itof 
z good look is ftrongly recommendatory, and 
neatnefs iaMnf deanlinefs acre not to be dif- 
penfed with itt civil life. Perhaps alfo, gdorf 
bfeedrng HMty be-codfidefed ^s ai part of that' 
exterior attraaiion which h coAAeiidahle. 
Unqueftionably it is of high value in fbdety; 

and 
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and it is eafy tp be attained ^ for I appre** 
hcnd, that good breeding is nothing more 
than a compofure of body and mind, with a 
ready williognefs never to offend* 

4thly, Behold the man, wh6, having 
mounted aloft into rank, or wealth, or 
power, inflames his foul with the belief, 
that he hath a right to abufe, and even to 
deftroy his fellow-creatures, either for the 
prefervation of his power, or for the grati- 
fication of his will. The tendered con- 
nexions betweeti his inferiors, muft give way 
to the tyranny of his volition. The all-at- 
tradive charms of innocence, mufl; iloop to 
the barbarity of his defires. Too migh^ 
for reproof, too wife for admonition, unawed 
by guilt, or fear, or fhame, he Iprcads de- 
vaftation, confufion, and ruin, every where 
around him. O haplefs nation under fuch 
a prince ! O haplefs peafant under fuch a 
lord ! Why are fuch fiends of future dark- 
Befs permitted to fill up themeafure.of their 
primes, by the ruin. and deftruftian of the 
innocent ; unlefs it be, that the fecond life 
of a fuffering Chriflian be heightened in 
blifs, in proportioa as the firfl was deprefled 
by forrow ? 

If 
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If then pride be the leading principle of 
the characters which I have here crawn, how 
abhorrent muflr it be to the general tenour 
of a good man's life; and how eafy will it 
be for me to fhew, 

2dly, The finfulhefs and folly of It, and 
how fubverfive it muft be to the common 
happinefs of man. 

Pride is diredlly contrary to that noble 
difint^reftednefs of mind, whifch enlarges 
the fphere of our happinefs. Pride expels 
every generous thought, and it fours and 
faddens the whole foul. I^ is that un- 
clean fpirit which feeketh reft, but fi;ideth 
none ; which returneth into his houfe from* 
whence he came out; and when he is come, 
he findeth it empty, fwept, and garniflied. 
** Then goeth he, and taketh feven other fpi- 
fits, more wicked than himfelf, and they^ 
enter in, and dwell there : and the laft ftate 
of that man is worfe th^n the firft,'* Matt, 
xii. 43 — 45. Empty, indeed, of all good 
muft be the abode of this foul fpirit, and 
moft fit and proper muft it be for the recep- 
tion of feven other fpirits more wicked than 
himfelf. Pride is ah abfolute defedlion arid 
revolt from all good, which is God. It 
N tranfports 



tranfports a man into a defiance of his Creiv- 
tor; and he affumes to himfelf an inde- 
pendent, an impious greatnefs, Hkc the 
giants of old, which nought but the aveng- 
ing arm of the Lord canjevel and deftroy. , 

But, befides the finfulnefs, how foolifli 
is it for a man to be proud of his wealth or 
ftation ? For he holds both by the moft un- 
certain tenure, his life being only as it were 
a fpan long. It is as a fliadow that departeth, 
and continueth not. 

If he boaift of his birth, he boafts of an 
honour that is only due to his anpeftors; 
and if he have lefs merit than they, he hath 
no reafon to boaft, but rather to deplore his 
own unworthinefs and degeneracy. 

If he be proud of his wealth, he glories 
in an unfubftantial good; for riches do often 
make themfelves wings and fly away. Nay, 
the richer he is, the greater is his fteward- 
, ihip, and the more be is accountable to God 
for both ufe and principal. If wealth be 
well gotten, let him refrain from boafting 
until it be well employed ; but if it be dif- 
honeftly gotten, then fhame and remorfe 
fliould expel every vain conceit from the 
wretched finner's heart.. 

If 
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tf we be proud of our knowledge or ouf 
learning, our folly becomes confpicuous 5 
for pride arifes from a paucity of knowledge : 
And if our learning cannot, like a faithful ' 
mirror, jQiew us the odious deformity of 
pride, we have but little reafon to bbaft of 
it. Real knowledge, improved by learnings 
Ihews us diftindliy our various imperfedbions* 
It (hews us the very narrow limits of the 
human underftanding. It convinces us, that 
the formation and growth of an infcft, or a 
common weed, are unknown to man; and 
that they who know the moft, have the leaft 
caufeto boafl of their acquirements, although 
abundant reafon to be humble. 

But if it be folly to boaft of rank, or 
wealth, or learning, yet are we not allowed 
to make ourfelves proudly eminent in virtue, 
and in good works ? Alas I if we be proud 
of thefe, we fliall foon lofe the honour and 
reward that may be due to them ; for pride 
obfcures the luftre of the moft brilliant vir- 
tues, and it cafts a ihade over the largeft 
afts of beneficence. 

But the folly of pride, and the mifery that 

attends it, will appear ftill more egregious, 

if we itfie£t that a proud man not only ren* 

N 9 den 



ders hipifelf h^eful to all around, hira^ bot 
tba,t. be alfo qiuflbe, in bim^clf, moft.mw' 
' fcrable ; for difappQiatment, oppoiitiqn, and 
injuries^ contiquallyaCail hihu His en^mie^^ 
¥(iU.lofe. HP opportonitiest to reyeoge tb^mr 
felyes upoi^ I^im; and nr^apy mi\ft he give by 
the follies and q^A;;^^ kkto whicih this vicjs, 
mvift. necfiiTarily; plunge bini^ 

Wljca the; nxigbty Haman (whp w?s th?. 
prime minifter. of Hing. Abaftiefus, wbpfe, 
doipinipns e:i^en4ed from IpdisL e«zj^n qntp. 
Qtbiopi^ oyer an hiiiodred^. and ky€Ti and 
twenty. proyjficef^Awv.Mo^?^ in the king's 
g^te« tb9^ he:it9qd: x^, up^ noir, noK^ved for 
him» he was full, of indignation againfthim* 
NcvertbeTefSyH^ncKinrjefraiiicdbinMelf. And 
"Vflien be ^me home, \k fent ajiid called for 
his fri^nds^ ^d Zvejh hsis: wife; and; he 
told tbcna of thp glory, of his riches^ and. the 
/ multitude of his children, and all the tbing» 
wherein the king had promoted him, and 
how he had advanced him above the princes 
and fervants of the king : * * and Yet/' faid.bc, 
" all this availeth mc nothing, fo long as I. 
fee Mordecai the Jew fitting at the king's, 
gate." Eftherv. 

Bdiold- 
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Behold now the mighty Hainan, Wretched 
•in the midft of all his honours, only becaufc 
of the omiflion of an obeifanCe from a fo- 
reign captive ! How weak was "his Under- 
Handing ! how enormous the pride, that urged 
liim to feek the life of a perfon fo much his 
inferior !. The moll abundant bleffings of 
this life, the fruition bf all his Wifhes, er- 
tepting one, which ought to have been bev- 
Heath his notice, all thefe werfc to him as 
nothing, while he faw Mordecai fitting at 
*the king's gate. Hatoan, thus vexed, thui 
felf-tormented, refolved, in the full rancour 
6{ his pride, to fatiatc his revenge on Mdr- 
decai, by inflicting on him an ignominious 
death. But lierdn he only elfeflTed his own; 
for the king interpofed, and condemned 
the wretched Haman to fuffer that death, 
which be had fo paffionately prepared for 
Mordecai. 

If fuch be the con^queiice d£ piride, how 
ruinous is it to the welfare and happinefs of 
the individual ? Nay, it is ttiofi deilrudtivc 
to fociety at large. It is the bane of youth, 
and it briftgs old age into contempt. It 
j>rodiic€S envy, hatr^, and malice. It mars 
friendfhip and converfation. It dcftroy« the 
N 3 peace 
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peace of families, and it embroils the world 
in wars, tuqiult, and confufion. Pride, 
therefore, wa§ not made for pian, and it is a 
fore evil under the fun. Let not then the 
wife man glory in bis wifdom, let not the 
mighty man glory in his might, let not thp 
rich pan glory in his riches ; for to put any 
proud confidence in thefe^ is moft fatal and 
pernicious. But let him that glorieth, glory 
in this, that h^ knoweth and obeyeth the* 
will of God. In this aiTurance, we may^ 
Indeed, rejoice and be exceeding glad, for 
great will be our reward in heaven : But we 
muft beware of thinking too highly of our 
fpiritual attainments i for, after all, confi- 
(iering the fway of fiii over our feeble ah4 
imperfed: nature, we are but unprofitable 
iervantsj and we fhall all have much more 
j-eafon to glory in the grace of God, than in 
our own weak endeavours* It furely be^ 
comes us to be lowly in piir own eyes; and 
with gladnefs to receive the word that may 
COtrcGL our failings. ' - . 

* Now fuffer me, 3dly and laftly, to offer 
to your confideration fome of the means by 
which wc may refift this inflation of the 
^ind* And v • - - ' 

^ '■■■ " ■■ '■ ■ jft.' 
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I ft. Since pride is. the mark and curfc of 
our fallen nature, we fhould be careful to 
check its growth in the tender minds of 
children: It is the firft bad quality that* 
fliews itfelf in the opening mind 5 and fhame 
be to thofe who cherifh and encourage it ! 
For it is a noifome weed, that foon fhoots. 
up to a dangerous height. It is apt to over- 
run the foil, and, if it be not checked, it 
will not fuifer any thriving plant to grow 
nor flourifli there. Parents, therefore, 
Ihould early convince their children of their 
imbecillity, and of the dependent condition 
pf their being. Children fhould be taught, 
that they are taken care of becaufe they are 
helplefs, and totally incapable of taking care 
df themfelvesj and, therefore, that it be- 
comes them, in all humility, to be thankful.* 
Above all, let that abominable cuftom of 
preferring one child before another, of pre- 
ferring a ion, forinftance, before a daughter, 
be univerfally reprobated and detefted. For, 
from this caufe, it often happens, that a 
brother, in the foolifii pride of his heart, 
fhall contemn his fifter as his inferior : nay, 
fometimes he Ihall confider hcf only as ai^ , 
incumbrance upon his eftate^^ or elfe as one 
N 4 whpra 
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whom be hath a right to difpofe of accord-- 
ing to his befl advantage. But let it be 
duly noted, that God, from whom we derive 
our being, is no rcfpeifler of perfons ; that 
whatever be our fex, or nation, or rank, wc 
do all equally receive his ble0ed invitation 
into his heavenly kingdom ; and that if, in 
this niortal life, we do .well, we (hall all 
certainly become as the angels of God. 

2vlly, We muft be watchful over our own 
hearts, that they be not inflated with any 
znifconceptions of our own worth • It is, inr 
deed, as natural for us to flatter as to love our* 
felves : but we fhould confider, that we ape 
the children of wrath, ^nd born in fin,, and 
that, only on condition of becoming humble 
and good, we ihall becoo^c the children of 
grace, . When, therefore, any proud con-- 
ceits begin to difl;urb our reafon, let us 
ftrive to fupprefs them with the recolledion 
of our faults and indifcretions. Would we 
but often call to mind our fins, we i^o^kj 
find but little reafon to boafl: of thofe fe«^ 
advantages which jyvc enjoy above others; 
nay, the beft of us might truly fay with 
$t. Peter, " I am a J^nful map, Q Lord!" 

3%i 
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jdly. We fliould never compare ourfelvcs 
with others, whom we think to be lower 
than ourfelves, in any refped whatfocvcr; 
but rather let us look up to thofe who are 
eminent for their piety and wifdom. Inftead 
of pride, let us rather cheri/h in ourfelves an 
honourable ambition, by which we may ftrivc 
to excel in virtue, to go on from ftrength to 
flrength, until at laft we attain unto the end of 
oqr faith, even unto thefalvation of our fouls. 

4thly, We (hould ufe no bafe arts nor de-* 
vices to purchafe the praifc of men ; for fuch 
praife is as unftable; and of as little value, 
9s the chaff which the wind fcattereth away 
from the face of the earth ; and as it was 
fraudulently obtained, fo it will furely be 
followed with fcorn, hatred, and contempt. 
3ut if praife be defervedly given, let us 
humbly thank God for being the inftru- 
Ep^nts of good. to others. Let us not be 
liigh-mind^., but fear ; left we err by pre- 
fumptuous coipparifons,. like the haughty 
Pharifee in the text, who difcerned not the 
fecret, but the all-prevailing virtue, of the 
devout publican. 

5thly, Let us duly refleft on the little 
value and importance of the feveral \yorldly 

diflindtions. 
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dtflindions^ that, at prefent, make the dif- 
ference between one man and another. At 
the day of judgment, all fuch diflindions 
muft give way to the two grand divifions of 
the righteous and the wicked. Surely this 
awful confideration is enough to mortify our 
pride, and to encourage us, by a good life, 
to attain that glorious pre-eminence, which 
death cannot deface, nor the grave deftroy. 

Laftly, Let us all be faithful imitators of 
. the almighty, but humble. Saviour of the 
world, who was meek and lowly in heart, 
liiet us pray, that neither the fplendor of 
any thing that is great, nor the conceit of 
any thing that is good in us, may withdraw 
our eyes from looking upon ourfelves* as 
finful dufl: and afhes ; but that we may all 
prefs forward to the high calling that is 
before us, in faith and patience, in humility 
and meeknefs, through the aid of the Holy 
Spirit; to whom with the Father and the 
Son be afcribed, as is moft due, all might, 
majefty, and dominion, both now and for 
ever. Amen^ 
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SERMON XL 



ON COV£TpUSN£S$« 



Luke xii. 15. 
Beware of cavetoufnefs. 

THE generous and difinterefted fpirit 
of the Chriftian religion, if even its 
truth were not evinced by incontrovertible 
evidence, muft ever powerfully attradl the 
attention and regard of liberal and enlarged 
minds ; for Chriftianity is the pure fountaia 
of hopour and generofity. Human philo- 
sophy, whether in the guife of Qreece oc 
|lome, hides its dimini(hed head before it« 
To do good, hoping for nothing -again, is 
a noble, a fublime principle, that far excels 
$ipy oftentatious heroifm^ that foars far be- 
' ^ yond 
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yond the reach of Roman virtue. To bear 
the evils of life with firmnefs and fpirit, is 
z far greater mark df magnanimity^ thin the 
boafted behaviour of Cato, virho chofe rather 
to become his own executioner, than to en* 
counter the evils of difeftrous ibrtune. 

How giprious is the ihining light of that 
good Chrlftian, who goeth about doing 
good ; relieving the needy* befriending the 
opprefled. Hemming the torrent of flander, 
uncharitablenefs, and envy; guarding the 
meek and lowly of the earth again ft the 
guile of the covetous, the violence of the 
proud ! How full eif honotrr ait his days ! 
How large his reward, in the confcioufnefs 
cf having been k benefador to itiankifld 1 
How clear aod brilliant are his profpeft^ of 
lieavefi I 

On the other 6de, the covetonSi the (tififh 
man» who beguiks his own dml with fhe 
falfe opinion, that his happineA n^y be in^ 
dependent of, nay, that it may be built on 
another's ruin, affords «is, in bis own woful 
condition^ a ftciking inftance of the acquired 
4ark»efs c^ the human fouL Mt eoniiders 
not, that it is the fublime charader of th« 
Pdity, t^ take ddi^t ia the i^b&nring <:^ 

millions 
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mimons qF beings tp r^Qice, in the various 
d^rees of happinefs which he. both impantodl 
to them ; arid that as ip^o was ina$k afttr hi*, 
image^ the happinefs of^ maa miifl: of courfe 
refemble that, of his Makv y stiii)> therafons^ 
that it ca^ only be eftablifliwi.oQ^ the power 
of contributing to the felicity of othersu 

Qenevoleqce then is unqueftionahlya con* 
flituent part of human happinefs. It i|, if^ 
I niay. ufe the term, one of our tnitinds. 
If fo, the felfiih man, who ftrtye& to div^ 
hioafelf of benevolence;^ mud nece^ily be 
very miferable. It is^ indeed^ poffible for hiaiy 
by. the n^eans of a.badeducationj badexam- 
pk^ by the force of habits todeftroy., perhaps, 
this only remaining refemblanceof Almighty 
God, this generous inftin^of the foul; but 
I. am fure^ that it is quita im^poliiblo for hink 
to place happinefs or comfort in its ftead, 
for the foil can no. longer be confidered as 
good ground. The beautiful and towering 
plant of religiou^s joy caa never grow nor 
flourifh there. It is choked with thorns 
and briers, with the cares and miieries of a 
wretched world. How much then doth it 
behove us, if we either' regard our own 
peace, or the will of God> to put away all 
3 Sordid 



fordid affcftions far from us ; to wean our- 
iclves from all covetous defires ! How much 
doth it behove us to do good, and to diftri- 
butc, laying up for ourfelvcs a good foun- 
dation againft the day of our neceffity ! 

Now, that we may beware of covetouf- 
iiefs,. let us, 

I ft, Coniider it as an enemy to the foul, 
that plunges it into fin and folly. 

adly, I (hall offer to your confideration 
ibme few arguments againft it. 

The Greek word wXeove^U (which is tran- 
flated CQvetoufnefs) properly fignifies an in- 
ordinate defirc of having more than we al- 
ready have. Hence men are perfuaded to 
believe, that their happinefs confifts in pof- 
fefling much ; and, therefore, they become 
folicitous, fo anxioufly eager to acquire 
riches, to obtain this world's good, as to- 
tally to negleft, and even to renounce, their 
cverlafting intereft in another life ; chufing 
rather to make fhip wreck of a good con- 
fcience, than to ftand aloof from the foul 
enticements of gain. Under the influence 
of covetoufnefs, m^n do not fcruple to put 
in force the moft impious and unwarranta- 
ble means in order to obtain their deiire. 

Perfidy,, 
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Perfidy, theft, oppreffion, treachery, violence 
and falfe tefticnony, are the fubfervient vices 
of an avaricious mind ; and when at laft the 
prize is gained^ the man is flill unfatisfied^ 
becaufe, as covetoufnefs is an ever-craving 
defire, it is certain that he can never think 
himfelf rich enough, nor happy enough j 
and thus, under the baneful influenceof this 
vice, riches become a fnare, and, too often, 
the fatal caufe of everlafting ruin. How 
much better would it be, if, inftead of fuc- 
cefs, covetous men were to meet with lofles 
and difappointments ? It would be good for 
them to be in trouble, to fuifer poverty, 
nay, all the evils of life, .rather than, by 
gaining even the whole world, to lofe their 
own fouls. 

It may, indeed, happen, that a perfoa 
lliall covet certain poffeflions, which, when 
obtained, may, for a little time, give teft 
to his defires, and he fhall fay to his foul, 
with the rich man in the parable, ** Soul, 
thou haft much good^ laid up for many 
years; cat, drink, and be merry/' But, 
alas ! he doth only deceive himfelf; for hu- 
man happinefs is intelleflual. It confids not 
in the abundance of proviiion that is made 

for 
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for the body, neither can it reft fatisfied 
With the confcioufnefs of its own unwor- 
thinefs. So that if the warning of death 
bad" not fb fpcedily deftro3^dthe rich man's 
M&{h congratulations, he wotild, neverthc- 
Icft, have found' himfelf grievoufly difap- 
pointcd ; for where there is fin, there can- 
not be eafe nor fatisfa^ion. 

Now that covetdufneft is finful, will ap- 
pear, if we refledr that it undermines the 
very foundation of all virtue. It deftroys 
all the moral duties which we owe to God, 
to man, and to ourfelves. If our eye, or 
our heart, be upon the vrorld, the love of 
the Father is not in us,, i John ii, 15. It 
is.irapoffible for a- man to ** ferve two maf- 
ters: for either he will hate the^ one, and 
love the other; or elfe he vrill hold to the 
one, and ddpife the other. Ye cannot ferve 
God and mammon," Matt. vi. 24. 
\ Religious obligations fit loofe upon a co- 
vetous man. It is mammon that is his idol, 
and hira only doth he ferve. When the 
merchant, or the man in trade, profanes the 
fabbath. of the Lord, by flaying at homer 
with his fcrvants, in order to accelerate or^ 
adjuftr his worldly affairs, doth he confider 

that 
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that he becoines, in ef^dt, a worftiipper of 
mammon -, that he diflionours that day, 
which the Lord himfelf hath honoured ; 
that day, wherein we fi.nful mortals were 
delivered from diftiohour and death by the 
tefurredlion of Jefus Chrift the Lord, who 
died for our fins, arid who rofe again for our 
juftification ? Doth he confider, that, if he 
make that facred day common,, a day ^ of 
worldly care, h^ violates a pofitive com- 
mandment ; that he withdraws Jiimfelf from 
the protefting care of God,' thereby court- 
ing his own ruin and deftrudion ? For it is 
not his own circumfpedion, nor his care ; 
It is hot his own induftry, nor frugality; 
but it is God alone that ruleth the events 
of his endeavours, either blighting them, 
tvith what is fooliftily called accidental mif- 
fortunes, or elfe caufing them to be pro- 
dudive, and to bear much fruit, Deut. viii. 
18. Prov. X. 22. 

How often is a covetous man guilty of ex- 
tortion and pppreffion, by which the poor, the 
helplefs, the innocent, are fpoiled and bereft 
of all ? It is covetoufnefs that urges men on 
to the foul crimes of perjury, fraud, rob- 
bery, and mwder. It is covetoufnefs that 
O , often 
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often divides a houfe, or kingdom^ again ft 
itfclf, and brings it to defolation -, that 
loofens and diflblves the bonds of charity and 
natural afFe<ftion ; that caufes the ill-will of 
parents to their own children ; that caufes 
children to wifli for the death of their pa- 
rents ; that fets an hufband againft his wife, 
and a wife againft her huft)and ; that renders 
the offspring of a family at variance with 
each other, and enemies to the very condi- 
tion of their being. It is this vice that fows 
the feeds of difcord in neighbourhoods ; that 
renders mankind mercilefs and hard-hearted 
towards real and known mifery ; that dig- 
nifies cruelty vyith the name ^f difcretion, 
and the fordid defire of gain vvith the title 
of virtue. 

And now, when a man hath adually done 
all the infamous things in his power through 
covetoufnefs ; when he hath loft his honour, 
his integrity, his confcience, his health ; 
what returns, what fatisfaftion^ what amends 
can he have for all his mifery and pain ? Is 
poffcifion the precious balm that can heal 
his wounds, that can allay his forrows? 
Moft furely not ; for his wants are and ever 
jnuft be urgent. Although in the midft of 
, . , ' abundance; 
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abundance; he is ftill indigent, rapacious, 
and infatiate. His family, his children (fqr 
whom he may tell you that he hath facrificed 
his prefent and future peace of mind) thank 
him not for all his trouble. They cbnfider 
-him not as their benefadlor^. They juftly ac- 
cufe him of having irreparably injured them, 
by bringing difhonour upon their name. His 
neighbours and his domeftics execrate his 
characfter, and they gladly do him all the 
injury in their power. 

But if his foul be fa hardened in irilquity, 
as even to put common opinion at defiance, 
yet furely in his own bofom there can be no 
refervoir of comfort ; for God Almighty 
hath denied him the enjoyment, as well as 
the proper ufe of his fubftance. *' There 
is an evil," faith Solomon, ** which I have 
feen, and it is common among men ; a man 
to whom God hath given riches, wealth, 
and honour, fo that he wanteth nothing for 
his foul of all that he defireth ; and yet God 
giveth him not power to eat thereof, but ^ 
ftranger eateth it. This is vanity, and it 
is an evil difeafe." 

How many inftances arejhere in fcripture, 

and in common life, to prove that covetous 

O 2 men 
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men' are labouring for^^Ahc wind ? to prove 
how foon their vehement expedtations and 
anxious care terminate in difappointment and 
vexation ? Gehazi, the vile fervant of the 
prophet Elifha, when, by fraud and fal{hoo4, 
he had obtained money and apparel from 
Naaman the Afryi;ian, had no pleafure in 
his booty ; for he was fmitten with a fore 
. difeafe, with a leprofy incurable, which fixed 

' itfelf on him and his feed for ever. Judas, 
when he had betrayed his bleffed Mafter, 
and had received the promifed bribe, had no 
pleafure in his wickednefs ; for he came 
and brought again the thirty pieces of filver, 
and departed and went and hanged hiimfelf. 
Ananias and Sapphira, when, by lying to the 
Holy Ghoft, they had kept back a part of 
their prpperty, had no pleafure in the fr^pd; 
foi' a fudden and terrible punifhment fell 
upon them, being both ftruck dead upon 
the ipot. 

If then the ifolly of the covetous man in 
this life be great, as he purfues an end by 
fuch nieans as will certainly difappoint his 
hopes, furcly it will appear greater, when 

•weconfider the future intereft of his foul. 
How juftly may ive iay with the Pfalmift, 

that 
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that *' he is a man of po underftanding, and 
like unto the bea/ls that perifli." For where 
is the underftanding of the man that can 
give up the birth-right of heaven, like the 
thoughtlefs Efau, for a mefs of pottage, for 
a parcel of ore, that he dare not adminifter 
to the relief even of his own neceflities ? 
Where is the wifdom of exchanging the beft ' 
grounded hopes of a fecond happy life, in 
the company of angels, and fpirits of juft 
jnen made perfed:, for the vile trafli of this 
wretched world ? O fools. and blind, to co- 
vet that condition, wherein ye muft ever 
remain miferable and perplexed ; harrafled, 
without refpite, by the luft of adding heap 
'to heap, and by the fear of lofing what ye 
have fo obtained ! 

Surely then the covetous mail ** walketh * 
in a vain (hadow, and he difquieteth himfelf 
in vain.'* His over-reaching fpirit makes 
him rife early, late take reft, and eat the 
bread of carefulnefs. He plunges -defpe- 
rately intp all the miferies of human life ; 
not for the fake of doing good ; not for the 
fakeof h\3 Qod, his neighbour, or himfelf; 
but for the fake of a fenfelefs delufion. Op- 
preffion and deceit make him the fcorn of 
d 3 -mankind. 
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mankind, and he blindly afts as a cruel and 
relenilefs enemy to his own foul. If then, 
in this crooked path, there be fo many briers 
and thorns, let us not purfue it, left we be 
entangled in a fnare ; but let us wifely re- 
turn into the open road of our duty, and 
fhew a i^oble difregard' to fordid and felfifli 
plcafures. 

Now, that we may not be influenced by 
covetoufnefs, fufl?er me, 

2dly, To prefs upon your confideration 
fome few arguments again ft it. 

I ft. We ought to confider, that we are 
Chriftians ; that we are invited to the par- 
ticipation of greater things than, this worlcj 
can give; that a never-ending exiftence in 
perfefl blifs is moft gracioufly offered to us. 
And fhall we decline this benevolent invita- 
tion, becaufe of our vile and grofs attach-? 
ment to the delufions of this tranfitory life ? 
If fpiritual intelligences, who once were hu- 
man* beings, have the power to know our 
thoughts, they muft furely deplore our ex- 
treme folly, our want of thought, in thus 
facrificing our opportunities to the u«fub- 
ftantial idol that predominates in this lower 
world. The happinefs of heaven banifheth 

the 
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the thought of want; but earthly pleafure 
finketh deep into it. Where then can be 
the wifdom of mankind, to prefer the drofs 
before that pure gold, which is without 
alloy ^ 

' 2dly, Let us refleft on' the inftability of 
this world's good, on the uncertainty of 
riches. Suppofing them to be the efficient 
means of real happinefs, which unqueftion- 
ably they are not, yet how fuddenly do they 
make themfelves wings and fly away ? Prov. 
xxiii. 5. We muft of neceffity entruft them 
to the care of other men 5 ive cannot have 
them always in our hands, nor always in 
our fight. The fuppofed friend by perfidy, 
the robber by violence, the inexplicable con- 
currence of events, fliall take them from us. 
If we be wife, therefore, yve cannot confide 
nor put our whole truft in riches. Nay, fo 
to do would be highly criminal ; it would 
be idolatry ; it would be the denying of 
God, and it would bear its confecjuent pu- 
nifhment ; for '* he that trufteth in his riches 
fhall fall," Prov. xi. 28. But let us put our 
firm truft in God, who dife6ls and governs all 
things according to the moft unerring wif- 
dgm ; who, by his bleffing alone^ makcth us to 

04 



if' 



200 O N CO VETOUSNESS. 

grow rich and to abound. But this reliance 
doth not preclude honeft labour^ nor good 
oeconomy; for, by every tie of afFedlion, of 
honour, and humanity, we are bound to 
provide for ourfelves and our families, ac- 
cording to our beft and faireft endeavours : 
but we err, if we do not limit our puf- 
fuits ; for then we do not refleft, that the 
real happinefs of man confifteth not in the 
abundance, but in the moderation of his 
defires. . 

Moreover, we err, if we form ill-grounded 
fears of future want ^ for our Saviour tells 
us, that fudi mifapprehenfions are the figns 
of little faith, of great diftruft in the pro- 
* tedJng care of God. Thefe fears are un- 
reafonable V for when did God ever fail thofe 
who pioufly put their trufl: in him ? He 
giveth to the fowls of the air, to the beafts 
of the field, their meat in due feafon -, how 
much more to you, O ye of little faith ! 

3dly, Let us recolledt, that, with refpedl 
to Almighty God, we are really accountable 
agents, or ftewards ; that our riches are as 
much his, as the days of 'our life are his ; 
that, at the day of judgment, we fhall all be 
obliged to give a ftrift account of our ma- 
nagement 
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pagement and difpofal of the feveral talents 
which have been committed to our charge ; 
whether, by a part of our wealth in adts of 
mercy and compaflion, we have acknow- 
ledged his fupreme dominion, by whofe be- 
nevolence we have the whole; or, if not, 
how hath God had the things that are God's ? 
or how have we given honour to whom ho- 
nour belongeth ? 

But it is not a fmall part of our wealth 
only that muft be devoted to God's fervice. 
For we are not unto him like fte wards aqjiong 
men, whofe merit is in proportion to the 
favingnefs of their mafter's proper-ty ; we arc 
ftewards to a generous Lord, who will re- 
ward us according to our large diftribution 
and diffufion of the good which he hath en-r 
truftcd to us. When we do not hide our 
talent, nor, through covetou/hefs, fink it 
into the earth, but when we fpread it at 
large among the poor and needy, giving it 
opportunity to do much good in the world, 
then may we hop^ to enter into the joy of 
our Lord. And, as that fervant that fo eni- 
ployed his talent, as to gain ten times its va- 
lue, was made ruler over ten citjps j fo we, 
in like manner, fliall be accounted rich in 

heaven. 
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heaven, if we eftimate our wealth, not from 
our pofleffions, but from the extent and va- 
lue of our charity. The doing of good may 
juftly be confidered as the fait of riches, as 
it preferves them from corruption and decay; 
and, perhaps, one great reafon why eftates and 
pofleffions do often fuddenly fall away from 
the owners may be, becaiife God hath been 
defrauded of his jufl tribute and free-will 
offering. And, therefore, if vve would ex- 
pedl a bleffing on our endeavours, if we. 
would fecure our pofleflions to ourfelves and 
to our pofterity, let us, according to our bell 
means, be ?ver mindful to be rich in good 
works. 

To conclude. Let it be our daily prayer 
to God, that he would incline our hearts to 
his teftimonies, and not to covetoufnefs, 
Pfal. cxix. 36.. That he would enable us 
fo to raife ourfelves above the world, as not 
to be enflaved by its fordid gratifications and 
dclufions. That we may all of us love our 
neighbour as ourfelves, and do to him as 
we would wifli that he {hould do to ns. 
That God would give us grace to follow 
after righteoufnefs, gcdlinefs, faith,' patience, 

and 
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and^meeknefs ; that, by fuch means, we may 
all lay up a trcafure in heaven, and at laft 
come to his eternal joy, through Jefus Chrift 
our Lord. To whom with the Father and 
the Holy Ghoft be afcribcd, as is moft due, 
all honour and glory, might, majefty, and 
dominion, bctlfi now c:nd for ever. Amen. 
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Acts Xxviii. 6* 

Honvbeity they looked when he Jhould have 
fwolleHj or fallen donvn deadfuddenly : hut 

after they bad looked tz great whtle^ and 
faw 'no harm come to himy they changed 

their minds ^ and f aid that he was a god. 

, ■ \ • 

ST. Paul being fliip wrecked on the ifland 
of Malta, in his paffage to Rome, not 
only was the happy inflrument of faving the, 
whole {hip^s company, confifting of two 
hundred and feventy^fix perfons, but when 
he came on fhore, he alfo gave proof to the 
Maltefe of the divine interpofition of pro- 
vidence in his favour; for, having " ga- 
thered 
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thered a bundle of fticks, and laid them on 
the fire, there came a viper out of the heat, 
and fauened on h^s hand. And when the bar- 
barians faw the venomous beaft hang on his 
hand, they faid among thcmfelves. No doubt 
this man is a murderer; whom, though he 
hath efcaped the fea, yet vengeance fuffereth 
not to live." 

It is probable, that, at that time, no me- 
dicine was difcovered that could cure the 
ferpent's venom, and therefore the patient 
was generally left to his fate ; for we do not 
read that any of the mariners, who were in- 
debted to St. Paul for their lives, or" that any 
of the iflanders, offered to him the leafl: 
afliftance, or even any ccnjedlural means of 
cure. Nay, even in this age of medical in- 
duftry and improvement, I believe that the 
poifon of certain of the viper tribe in hot 
climutes, may be confidered' as the oppro- 
brium of the medical art. B.ut whether this 
be fo or not, it appears that St. Paul ufed no 
means of core; he only "-fliook off the 
beaft into the fire, and he felt no harm. 
Howbeit, they looked when he fliould have 
fv/ollen, or fallen down dead fuddenly : but 
after they liad looked a great while, and faw 

no 
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no batm come to him," then their rafli cen- 
fure was inftantly turned into extravagant 
applaufe; *' they changed their minds, and 
faid that he was a god." 

The inhabitants of Malta did indeed well 
deferve excufe for their hafty opinions con- 
cerning St. Paul, becaufe they were without 
the light of the Gofpel, and perhaps of phi- 
lofophy. They were, at that time, barba- 
rians; and they naturally enough concluded, 
that fignal calamities always clofely followed 
extraordinary crimes; and that they who 
efcapcd fuch calamities were either guiltlefs, 
or elfe gods in human (hape. , We, indeed, 
as Chriftiahs, do all acknowledge the error 
of fuch conceits ; but, neverthelefs, what- 
ever be the motive, do not many of us, like 
thefe iflanders, too haflily decide upon ap- 
pearances ? Do we not often, at firft fight, 
condemn the innocent ; and when we per- 
ceive our miftake, do not fome of us fool- 
ifhly think that we repair the fault, and, 
therefore, that we do ourftlves honour, by 
running into the contrary extreme, by over- 
whelming the fufFerer in the mire of flat- 
tery ? Would it not be well for us all to 
regulate our thoughts upon this important 

fubjedl; 
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fubjcdl; to ftrivc to think patiently and 
juftly ? Surely it would be well : ^nd; 
therefore, fufFer me, 

I ft. To point out the folly of rafh judg- 
ment, whether it be for or againft. any man. 

2dly, To fhew how we fhould a6t while 
under the preffure of this injury. 

ift^ The folly of condemning others, par- 
ticularly becaufe of any apparent calamity; 
will, I think, appear, by reflefting that the 
Deity (if we may prefume to reafon con- 
cerning his agency) doth not feem to dif- 
criminate, in ordinary cafes, between the 
good and the wicked in this lower world; 
For all Cometh alike to all. He " fendeth 
rain upon the juft and upon the unjuft." 
He fuftereth " the tares to grow up together 
with the wheat until the time of harveft ^ 
but then he will fay unto the reapers. Ga- 
ther ye together firft the tares, and bind them 
in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat 
into my barn," Matt. xiii. 30.' Nay, for 
certain wife ends and purpofes unqueftion- 
ably it is, that fome few among the good, 
fo far from (haring their proportional part 
of this world's pleafure, are pre-eminent in 
fufferings and in calamities. There have 
4 ' been 
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been holy prophets and martyrs, who have 
had trial of^ cruel mockings and fcourgings; 
yea, moreover, of bonds -and imprifonment. 
They were jftdned, they were fawn afunder, 
were tempted, were flain with the fwordl 
They wandered about in (heep-ikins and 
goat-fkins, being deftitute,, afflided, tor- 
mented ; of whom the world was not wor-^ 
thy. They wandered in defarts, and in 
mountains, and in dens and caves of the 
earth," Heb. xi. 36—39. Our blefled/Saviouf 
himfelf (in whom there was no fin, who wai 
declared publicly to be the belbved Son of 
God, in whom he was well pleafed) led; 
according to our ideas, a fon'owful and 1 
wretched life. He had not where to lay his 
head. In all o^jpr affliftions he was affliftedi 
enduring poverty, hunger, pain, and evil 
report ; and at laft, for our fakes, he fuifered 
upon the crofs a violent and an ignominious 
death. 

Afflidlion then, in this life, is not to be 
confidered as the punifliment of fin, neither 
is it any proof of God's difpleafure. Blind, 
and feeble as we are in knowledge^ we really 
know not why, in many infliances, *' man is 
born to trouble as the fparks fly upwards.- 
• * P Indeed, 
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Indeed, with regard to the cafe before us, it 
is reafonable to conclude, that the tempefl 
and the ihipwreck. were defigned only for 
t]he porpofe of being inftrumental to the 
furtherance of the Gofpel, to be inflrumental 
to the difplay of the prophetic and miracu- 
Jou6 power of St. Paul, by which the fca- 
inen and foldiers were difpofed to receive the 
Chriftian faith. So again we may conclude, 
that the faflening of the viper upon the 
apoftle's hand, and ifs want of power to da 
inifchief, was defigned to be the introduce 
tory means of the iflanders converfion.. Butt 
nevcrthelcfs, in ordinary life, there are nfuiny 
calamities, and many unexpe<fled turns of 
good fortune, concerning which, as to their 
caufes, we can form no reafonable conjeiSure. 
Nay, it is proper, that our underftanding be 
excluded from this knowledge, and that 
profpcrity and adverfity feem'in thii world 
to be mifplaced ; for if every finful aft Were 
to draw down from heaven its immediate 
puniihment^ we might, indeed, be frighten- 
tA into our duty ; but then it would be moft 
worthleis^ becaufe it could not arife from 
tKe affections of jthe. heart* He that doth 
b^ft adore the D^ty^^ falU down in awe hc^ 

fore 
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fore him. But awe }$ not a flavifli fear^ nor 
a prefumptuoiis love. It is the filial affect 
tion of a fubordinate fpirit towards the vaft 
and almighty Creator of its exiftence* Again, 
if temporal rewards clofely attended every 
good adlion, the virtue of our faith and obe- 
dience would be entirely deftroyed, and our 
religious ferviqes would be built on bafe and 
ignoble motives. 

2dly, Hafty and r«fli cenfure is always a 
mark either of folly or ill nature; for the 
caufes and the coniequencesof an a<2ion ought 
firft to be duly weighed and confidered, be- 
fore judgment be given. Thus, for inftanoe, 
if overwhelming fnows in the winter ieafon, 
wherein many creatures perifh, were haftily 
to be confidered as the mark of God's dif* 
pleafure againft a wicked nation, we fhoul4 
furely rctraft our judgment, and confefs our 
folly, when we perceive the moft general 
and abundant harveft to be thjSk^onfequence 
of that uncommon fall. 

With regard to ourfelves, doubtlefs there 
arc many motives that do properly influence 
our condu6t, that ought not to be made 
known; and if they be hidden, a ddcifioc^ 
concerning them (nuil be erroneous. 'JT^usi. 
Pa if 
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if a man loofen himfelf from the intimacy 
of arxOther, whom he once regarded as his 
deareft friend, becaufe of certain covert a£ts 
that are fubverfive of all amity, and becaufe 
he hath too much generdfity to vindicate the 
fecluding of himfelf by a public expofure of 
the other's bafenefs; (hall hedeferve cenfure 
and reproach ? Indeed, in cafes where the- 
laws of the land are infringed, a court of 
judicature doth well to judge, if there be 
no proof, from attendant circumftances 
alone; .but yet we may always perceive in a 
Britidi court (that grand palladium of our 
national liberty) an anxious inquiry after 
plain evidence, and nqon-day proof : and 
when the crin^ie is fully proved, there is al- 
ways feen^n evident reluctance to condemn; 
for it is noft:^|he.perfon, but the offence, that 
gives edge to the fword of juftice. Whereas 
in cenfcTioufnefs, it is, too often, the per- 
fon, and not the crime, that is the objfedt of 
condemnation. Too often there is feen an 
impatience^ an eager dciire to condemn : 
fometimes a gloomy malevolence in the dc- 
twdlor thatobfcares the cleareft vifion, that 
ftrives to weakeii tHe ftrongeft evidence, that 
deniea even truth and demonilratiori. The' 

calumniator. 
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calumniator', who really hates the'vidiim of 
his (lander, may well be faid to have *' the 
poifon of afps under his lips.". A little 
fault, that hardly difcolours a man's inte- 
grity, is foon blackened into a crime. The 
worft, the moft unjuft cpnftrudions, are 
ufed as allowable inftruments of offence; 
and the moft queftionable evidence is con- 
fidered as fadt. Bafe infinuations, malevo- 
lent irony, and oblique fatire, by parrying 
off the diredt and open juflification of the 
injured party, fhall often, indeed, moft am- ' 
ply gratify the wifhes of the foul .defamer. 
The poor fufferer feels all the weight of 
ruinous obloquy and fcorn. He knows not 
how to leiTen it, he finks under it. But is 
it always an enemy, that is guilty of this op- 
preffion ? Is not fometimes a friend, one's 
own familiar friend, the perpetrator of this 
difhonour ? Not, 'perhaps, through malevo- 
lence, but from the love of talk, from the 
paltry wifh to arreft the attention of his 
company ; knowing that mankind in general 
are fo.ignorantly.vain, fo ill-natur^ed, as that 
they will gladly liften to a piece of fcanda- 
lous information, even from a perfon, whofe 
f onverfation, on other occafions, they would 
P 3 turn 
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turn away from with contempt. Nay^ al- 
though there be affairs of confequence^ at the 
time^ to execute^ yet it is not uncommon for 
a mao to ftop Ckiort, and to negle<5t his bufi« 
nefs^ rather than lofe the bafe pleafure of hear- 
ing a vile (lory that is, perhaps, levelled at the 
honour of his friend. It would be well, if 
the dull narrator of an idle, or a defamatory 
tale, could refled, that he betrays his folly 
in receiving, as Aerling, the bafe coin of 
another's brain i that if his mind can receive 
the offal of another's fpleen, it muft he itfelf 
empty; and that while he wantonly injures 
the character of his neighbour, he poifons 
and corrupts his own; for ** he ihall fuck 
the poifon of afps, the viper's tongue ihall 
ilay him," Job^x- j6. 

Sometimes a compouQd vice, confiiling of 
pride and felf^love, (hall difFuft a deadly 
venom throughout the whole behaviour of 
the individual ; it (hall operate nearly alike 
upon the innocent and the guilty. Pride, 
whether worldly or religious, flwll induce 
him to difparage, becaufe he difdains others. 
Envy (hall help him to pull down the mod: 
exalted charaders and felf-love (hall hinder 
him from feeing the beam that is in his owa 

cye> 
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eye, although it -will wonderfully magnify 
tho motq that is in his brother's eye. It 
ihall often happen, that if one man prefume 
to differ in opinion from another ^ if he 
think not, fpeak not, and ad not, exadlly 
according to the will of his fuperior, al- 
though the opposition be- moft generous anA 
laudable, yet he (hall moil furely fall under 
his acrimonious and unforgiving hate. Alas 1 
when the innocent offender hath fallen ; 
when, becaufe of evil report ; when, becaufb 
of an lannoying enmity, (harp mifery hath 
worn him to the bone, there is even theil 
no cefTation of injuries; there is ho mercy 
to be found, no pity, no remorfe : For the 
cpnfcioufnefs of having done an injury doth 
frequently bar pity, and the accurfed cruelty 
of man's nature is heightened by the imbe* 
cillity of its viftim. 

Sometimes, indeed, through idle levity; 
we may unjuftly een^fore and do hurt to the 
good name of a perfon, whoqi we may be 
very (brry to injure. We may be very de* 
firous of making ampl« atonement, but let 
us beware not to err iti the ejK:treme. Let us 
not follow the example of the iflan(|ers in 
the tej^t, who, after that they had pafled fen«- 
P 4 te nc 
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tence on St. Paul as a murderer, yet ^' when 
they faw no harm come to him, they changed 
their piinds, and faid that he was a god/* 
Surely, inftead of an atonement, . flattery is 
the heaping up of one injury upon another; 
.becaufe as it is generally as far from the 
truth as detraction, fo nothing will be thought 
credible ; and the praife that is really due to 
the injured party^ will jcertainly vanifli in 
the clouds of adulation. If the party ac- 
cept the flattery with complacency and de- 
Jight, he becomes immediately an object of 
contempt; for he betrays a fondnefs for 
<ileceit, and he thereby, giyes authority and 
weight tQ the flander that hath been caft 
upon him. Real integrity difdains to accept 
what is not its due. It difclaims the rotten 
applaufe of fickle or diflionefl: men; know- 
ing well, that flattery .hath no fellowfliip 
with truth ; that it is the b^fe fpoiler of our 
honour. The map who welcomes flattery, 
expels . from, his heart his beA monitor^ 
namely, his confcience, for the fake of a 
diflembling, a malignant enemy,, that con- 
trives hi? ruin ; an enemy, that will footh- 
ingiy probe every fecret wound, not indeed 
to pour balm therein, t>ut a corrofiv? poifonji 

aii 
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an enemy, that hath doiic tnore mifchief in 
the world than either famine or the fwordj^ 
becaufe it is frequently the caufe of both ; 
having power, not unfrequently, to extirpate 
humanity from the hearts of kings and the 
chief men of the earth. 

If we confider for a moment the charafter 
of a flatterer, we muft look at him with ab- 
horrence and difguft. Lies, perfidy-, and 
fcrvility, are all to be found in him. And 
as an ape hath, in our opinion, a peculiar 
difagreeablenefs of form, becaufe of his un- 
graceful likenefs to a man ; fo is a flatterer 
mofl: deteftable, becaufe he is the ugly coun- 
terfeit of a friend. We regard a friend as the 
richeft poflTeflion, as the moft facred treafure. 
How great then mufl: be our difcomfiture to 
find, inftead of him, a loathfome viper Jh 
our bofom, that preys upon our very life and 
honour! Let us all then, for the future, 
warily guard ourfelves againfl: the glofing 
tongue of flattery, whofe .** words are 
fmoother than oil, and yet they be drawn 
fwords," Pfal. Iv. 21. Let us all do .our- 
felves. the honour to refift it ; let us all have 
^he magnanimity to defpife it. 
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3dly, But if it he a folly and » crime to 
judge haftily of othcr$» hfccaufe of appear-r 
linces only» how much wor£e is it to cenfure 
thofe whofe coodud: is no otherwife known 
to us» than by its eminent ufefu}n«& tp our 
country ? How bafc is the party fnecr, tJbf 
fadtous whiTper ! In a political light, in«- 
deed, a watchful eye over the ruler9 of tlt$ 
landj^ and a ready cxpofure of iheir fa^It#, 
is, in this free nation, hoth juftifiable and 
comoKpdable* Biit how often doth it bap? 
peo that 00 fault ^As^ sooe, not eyco 
in the vilifier*s focret opipion ; ^d yet the 
foul rvmour fhall fpread it/elf among the 
idrov« <)f n^nkind^ and be as m^ch cr^dit^i 
8s if it jiwre a pfein den^onftrative trulbi. 
f^ctttnerly this evil, like the peftilence, walk? 
«d 10 darknefs ; but now it w the arrow that 
iAieth by day. Now it is beeome a feience. 
JLtis regulated and m^thodizd. It has its 
fe&iMm«^ti. Thouiftods now rail as they 
s» iaftfu^ed. . They defame m p^Ttm, mi 
/they proftitute their und^rftanding to a fa^p 
tion. But wh^t mufl be the.dreadf|il coa«- 
fe<]^Qnee ? Can it be other than the rubious 
enlargement of tho& fatal diviiions^ mhioh 
8 do 
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do already make this once glorious countiy 
ftoop even to its bafe ? 
< I come now, 

zdly. To (hew how we ought to t& while 
under the preiTure of detra^ion and rafh 
judgment- 

If, indeed, we be guilty, although but th 
part, of the accufation, it is our duty, it is 
our intcrcft, to put away the guilt from os 
by an imtnediate atonement and repentance ; 
for fin is a ferpent that ftingeth the foul, and 
a wounded confcicnce is the very worft of 
evils. But if we be innocent of the charge 
that is laid againft us, and know our own 
value, we ought, like St. Paul, to difregard 
it, and by fo doing we (hall furely (bake off 
the viper into the fire. But let us be aware 
never to return railing for railings left wis 
fink to the level of our defpicable accufer* 
When Shimei, who was of the hou(e of Saul, 
bitterly reviled and curfed David, the king 
neither made any reply to the jnfult, nor 
would he fuffer his attendants to puni(h him, 
2 Sam. xvi. When out bleiTed Saviour was 
opprefifed, when he was afflidted, ** he open- 
ed not his mouth. He was brought as a 
lamb to the (laughter, and as a (heep befor;e 

^ her 
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her jfhearers is dumb, fo he opened ^not his 
mouth," Ifa. liii. 7. 

Surely, while we live in innocence, it is 
glorious to be indifferent to an ill-grounded 
.opinion ; nay, it is the beft way to overturn 
it. At any rate let us confider, that the 
prefent time is fhort, and that it is not by 
what others, fay of us, but by what we know 
of ourfelves, that we fhall be judged at the 
laft day. Let us then be fearlefs of ca- 
lumny, and let us walk on fteadily and bold- 
ly in the flraight and open road of our duty. 
The wicked may, iitdeed, be a ferpent in 
oui- path, an adder in our way. The viper 
may faften, may inflidl a wound; but our 
integrity will heal the fmart, our innocence 
will coyntcrad; and deftroy the venom. If 
the conCcieqce be not like the troubled fea, 
y^hpfe waters caft up mire and dirt ; if it be 
at reft ; if the man who once was faulty hath 
made all the reparation in his power, if he 
truft in God, how calm and compofed muft 
he be, even in the midft of obloquy and 
fcorn ! If, perhaps, while abroad in the 
world, he fufFer wrong from an undifcern- 
ing crowd, yet he will ever find at home 
that peace, which is beyond the reach of 

this 
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this world's malice ; and although he be 
ruined in fome men's opinion, yet he can truly 
feel himfelf to be in perfefl: fafety, and in full 
comfort ; for he is confcious that premedi- 
tated ill never polluted his foul ; and he 
firmly builds upon the perfuafion, that a 
Heady courfe of virtue will recover a fullied 
reputation, becaufe a conftant and. a large, 
ftream of good aftions will' at laft walh away 
every ftain. This it would always do, if 
life were not fo fhort; but even then, when 
this life is ended, the ftream (hall fall into 
eternity, that boundlefs, but, to good men, 
that calm pacific ocean, which no adverfe 
winds can ruffle, which no tempefts can 
difturb. 

To conclude. As cenforioufnefs is the 
great breach of that moft excellent gift of 
charity, which is .the very bond of peace and 
of all virtues, which thinketh.no evil, and* 
which will never do that to others which it 
will not fufFer; let us all from henceforth - 
put away evil-fpeaking, lying, and flander- 
ing, from among us. Let us love one ano- 
ther genefoufly and difintereftedly^ as Chrift 
Jefus'Joved us. And, above all, let reji- 
gionills, who afpire to the fame of extraor- 
dinary 



/ 
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dinary fanftity, be moft cfpeeially careful 
ntvtt to invent nor to propagate reproach. 
Let them who, in this age and nation, think 
fit to depart from the rules and ordinances 
of the eftablifhed foroj of worfliip, fhew bet-i* 
ter fenfe and biore approved morality, than 
to defame what they may not poflibly un- 
derhand : and although there be faults in 
all human inftitutions, and in all men, yet 
kt it not bd faid, that the only godlinefs 
in which Chriftians glory, ♦ " is to fin^ 
out ibmewhat whereby they may judge others 
to be ungodly/' Nay, we may all take fliame 
to ourfelves in the coniideration, that *' each 
others faults we obferve as matter of expro- 
bration, and not of grief. By thefe means we 
ate grown hateful in the eyes of the heathens 
tketnielves ; and (which woundeth us the 
more deeply) able we are not to deny but 
that we Ijave defervcd their hatred, . With 
the better fort of our own, our fame and 
citdit is clean loft. The lefs we are to mar- 
vel if thqr judge vikly of us, who, although 
we did well, would hardly allow thereof. 
What we objcft one againft another, the fame 
they uSh to the utter fcorn and difgrace o£, 

♦ Hooktr, Preface, 

us 
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US all. This we have gained by our mutual 
home-diflenfions. This we are worthily 
rewarded with, who are more forward to 
ftrive than becometh men of virtuous and 
mild difpofition. 

But our truft in the Almighty is, that 
with us contentions are now at the higheft 
float, and that the day will come (for what 
caufe of defpair is there ?) when the pafJions 
of former enmity being allayed, we fliall, 
with ten times redoubled tokens of our un« 
fcignedly reconciled love, (hew ourfelves each 
towards other the fame,^ which Jofeph, and 
the brethren of Jofeph, were at the time of 
their interview in Egypt. Our comfortable 
expedation and moft thirfly defire whereof, 
what man foever amongft you fhall any way 
help to fatisfy (as we truly hope there is no 
one amongft you but fome way or other will) 
the bleflings of the God of peace, both ia 
this world and in the world to come, be upoh 
him, more than the ftars of the firmamen; 
in numbtirv ' Amen. 

Now to God the Father, &c. 
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SERMON XIH, 



ON WATCHFULNESS AND PRAYER* 



Matt, xxvi* 41. 

Watch and pray ^ that ye enter mtif^otempta^ 
tm : the jpirif indeed M mffk^ iut tj^e 
jfie/h is weak. 

THE diyinity of our t>IteftWl tor^, 
which could calni the rtiging clfe- 
ments of nature, which could tmit the dead 
to life, and tranflate the human foul to hea* 
ven, muft always be a fuhlime objedl of our 
wonder and adoration. If We tonfider-oiir 
l§aviour in his ftate of humanity, we ihall 
alfo have abundant caufe for reverence and 
admiration. His adkive benevolence, his ge- 
fierofity, his difinteieftednefs^ his boundle& 
<J^ «ompaffioii 
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compafiioa and loving-kindnefs towards the 
poor, the afflidted^ the helplefs^ and the for- 
lorn, do juftly render big life on earth moft 
exemplary 9 moft endearing to us. Nay, 
during his moft affliding agony in the gar- 
den, at a time when the foul might be fup- 
pofed to exclude every other concern but its 
own, he was very tenderly afie£ted towardt 
his poor dejeded difciples ; for, after he had 
offered his firft prayer to God, fubmitting td 
his will whether or not the bitter cup fhould 
pafs from him, he hadened to them, and moft 
affectionately exhorted them to watch and 
pray, that they might not fall into temfpta- 
' tiom He knew that their fpirit was willing 
to refift evil ; ihat it was well difpofed to 
love and to obey him through gratitude, re^^ 
fped, and convidion : but he knew alfo that 
their fle(h was weak > that the fear of death 

* or punifhment, that worldly thoughts and 
. cares, unlefs counteraded by watchfulneis 

• and prayer, would ibon enervate and fubdue 
tneir feebjie fpirit. And fo it proved : For 
when 9ur Lord was in the hands of his cnc^ 
mies, all his difciples fell into the predidted^ 
temptation, ' they all forfook him and fled. 

^.^d eveur the apoftle Peter, who boafted to 

hii 
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\\h Loirdi faying, ** Though all men (hall 
s be offended becaufe of thee, yet will Increr 
be offended ; though I ihould die with tbee^ 
jret will I not deny theC|" even this warm^ 
this zealous friehd, in time of riik and dan^ 
ger^ denied his divine Maftcr thrice with 
oaths and imprecations. But how^ifferent 
was the behaviouf of our Lord ? He \tratched 
and prayed. He obtained a glorious and de^ 
.cifive vidlory over the tremendous powers of 
Satan. His condu(% marked a magnanimity 
that was wonderful and fublime. Mean fears 
could not (hake his in tegrity * He Was proof 
againft every temptation, and he fhone at 
large k vaft example to an admiring world4 
Happy, indeed, would it be for us^ if the im- 
t)ecillityof ournactaredidnot prevent us from 
following, an we do perceive, this flbtining 
lighti this^ all^glorlous excellence. But, alas t 
we areunileady in the purfuit^^ We are too 
apt to &lfifittQten)ptatiOo, to wander o^t of 
the path that fands. Kq heaven^ And although 
we daily fe6, in ourielves and «tbers, the fa«« 
tal and ruinous effeds of fiin^ jsfijt w^ give wa/ 
to it ; either not properly cpnfiderin^, or not; 
regarding the mighty ppyvw and eaeij^y of 
thofe q^eant by which- it may be lubdued. 

Q^z Soma 
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Some perfons, who are uheafy: under the 
feft^aints of religion, who 'cannot bear a curb 
to their corrupt inclinations, give up all at- 
tempts to lead a celigious life ; flriving to 
dafkeii their confcicnces by the pcrfuafion,^ 
that 'moral evil and natural propenfity mean 
tl>e fame thing; deciding, that what is na-^ 
lural, is not morally punifhable.* Btit here 
they err, becaufe they draw a right conclu-- 
ion from wrong premifesj not being aware, 
perhaps, that vice is to us unnatural, that it 
35 an cxcrcfcent deformity of bur natural 
propenfities 5 and they (hould know that if 
<hey ftrive not to deftroy it, it may dcftroy 
them both now and for ever. 

Other men have with great fincerity be- 
wailed and deplored their fubje^ion to 
fin, and, by fudden and violent means, 
6ave- ftri^^en to refcue tbemiTelves from it. 
Ihdefed', if the c;onfl4(ft were to corttiriue but 
a little titnc^ ihey might fucceed 5 but, un- 
happily, they have a perfevering enemy to 
encounter 5 * aii enemy -that watches e*ery 
movement, and that takes ard vantage of the 
inftant when they be off their guard. But, 
that we riiay aft- better and mfore wifely, let 
us pay due ^attentionj^ 

xft. 
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ift. To the means recommended in %}m 
text, hy which ^ we may be enabled fuccefs- 
fully to rdift ami tb'liibdue our ghoftly ene- 
my, and everlafting death : means, that never 
yet failed, when fairly exerted, and without 
which, confidering the great defedlion from 
our firfl: pure and natural ftate of being, it 
is impoflible to lead a life. of innocence and 
vixtne. Thefe are watchfulnefs and prayer, 
to which OUT blefled Lord was regularly ac* 
cuftomed; by which he baffled every inare, 
and which he confidered as fuch cffeftual 
fafeguards againft fin, that he recommended 
them, to his beloved jdifciples at a time when 
their efEcacy might be .proved, at a time 
when his own ibrrows were mcft heavy upon 
Jiim, *^ Watch and pray, that ye enter not 
into temptation : the fpirit indeed is willing, , 
but the fleifh is weak." 

Watchfulnefs, or religious vigilance, keeps 
a defenfive and a ^retired guards It chui^ 
to avoid the «iemy. It ftrives to exclude 
from its limits every hoftile thought, and 
jeyery hoftile aft, that, in thc.leaft degree, 
ffiay tejud to corrupt arid to betray the ibuL 
}f, lor ijoftance, a gloomy difcontcnt hover 
i>yejc ih^i ii^in4 o£ the watchful:, man, and it 
0^3 wrge 
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^rg« bin* tp commjt the horrid aft of iui- 
cid$, or any other atrojcious deed, he will 
Urive to abftra^ himfelf from all &lfiflioers. 
He will rftire into the ftrong holds of re- 
ligion ; aod^ in all humility and obedience^ 
hp wiU fpre^d his heart at large before the 
Lord, whofe dependant creature heis; not 
doubting, but being well affured, that pa^ 
^iencp wiU perform her perfed work, and 
that tcte clouds of defpair will at laft be diff- 
perfed by the bright rays of happinefs and 
icomfort. Sometimes, indeed, an unaccount- 
j^ble difcontent of mind fliall arife from d^fv 
isafe^ which, although excufable, yet it merits 
not to be iadulgecjf but tq be cpred. 

|f the watchful man find himfelf too 
prone to anger* l?e Will retire into himfelf, 
fxkd confidcr its ill effeas* He will reflefi: 
ferioully on the Ihamc, the mifchief, the 
iblly, the g^ilt, that refults from it. He 
will rt^d^y tha^ being merciful, humane, 
apd benevolent, when pot under the pa- 
roxyfm pf this yplunfary madncfs, is really 
iio >pology for it. The laiyf pf the land 
liro^ld no^ pppfidef it a« a valid plea for an 
acquittal; why theq flipuld an fndividuaU 
if in aqger I roin and d^ftrpy^ by wprds^ or 

afts. 
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^i6»f what I can never afterwards atone for^ 
I do Airely deferve greater condemnation tfaaa 
even the Allien, ill- willed man, who perhaps^ 
indeed^ never did any good, but who hath 
done far lefs mifchief. The vigilant man 
will circumfpedly guard againft the moft 
indired approaches of anger. He will not 
form romantic and extravagant opinions of 
his own dcferts ; of the refped and iervice 
which is due to him from other men. He 
will not encourage in himfelf a too refined 
or exquifite fenfe of men and things, know* 
ing that fuch a fenfe is not an accomplifh* 
ment, but a grievous infirmity. He will 
not be ready to pick up materials for anger » 
to work upon ; and he will carefully avoid 
any intimacy with a man prone to anger^ 
becaufe fuch a man muft be to him both 4 
caufe for provocation, ^nd a (hameful pre<# 
cedent of ill conduct. 

Jf unlawful defires moleft the watchful 
man, he will ftrive tp check them by an ab« 
ftemious and a fober life, and by a guarded 
chaftity of thought. He will refift and dif« 
countenance all that coarfe and vulgar play 
of imagination that delights in the abafe* 
meot of modefty and virtue. And when 
0^4 men 
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taen m years and worldly dignity £hall, by 
Kcentious difcdqrfe, wound the delicacy of 
ikoit valuable part of the fex, which to rc-^ 
iped and to admire it the diftinguifbed ho* 
Hour of a gentleman^ he will, in agony of 
foul» fly away from the diftreisfui fcene, and 
lament that age and chara<5ter can fo forget 
itfelfj as to a^ume the privilege of putting 
defencelefs innocence to (hame, by expref- 
fions that can only proceed frona an unge** 
lierous, an uiifeeling, and an unclean heart. 

If avarice, if ambition infidioufly tempt 
bim to tranfgrefs his duty to God, to man, 
or to himfeifi he will look calmly at thf 
^nfubftgjitiality of its form, when ftripped 
of the gaudy cover that gave it ii'^e aad 
weight. He will difdain tJbe imputation of 
confumtQg his life in the purfuit of n iha* 
dow, of facrificing every thing that is valu- 
able for what he may never enjoy ; but he 
will rather feek diligently after virtue until 
be find it, knowing it to be his beft defence 
againft every evil that may afl^ult the foul. 
3ut, al^s I virtue is feated on a hill which 
is inaccefiible to the irrefolute^ to the incon- 
ilant. The road is narrow^ and not well 
.troddeoi .but;j,.fieventhdof$^ k is ilraight» 

with 
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with many an opening glade, with many a 
pleafant view, that fills the mind with won- 
der and delight. He therefore refolutely 
climbs the fteep afcent, but yet warily and 
cautiouily, left he fall, like thofe unhappy 
perfons, who, through an hafty zeal and a 
warm imagination, mount japidly in ^ little 
time; but, as the fummit is ftill afar oSf, 
they becbme difpirited and fatigued ; or they 
think that they have gone far enough ; or 
they triumph too foon : not confidering, that 
the whole life of man muft be fpent in this 
laborious journey ; that he muft go on until 
the night cometh, when no man can wo^k; 
that he muft not be alarmed at little diffi^ 
culties, but that he muft perpetually, be oa 
his defence and guard. This is quite nccef- 
ferys for the force of temptation is not aU 
ways fpent upon fudden, but on various and 
continual affaults; and, therefore, for want 
of this reflexion it is, that many a Ijincerc 
Chriftian hath quitted bis ground, he hath 
quitted his hold, and he hath fallen into 
the depth of defpair, never more to rife again, 
linlcfs by the ever ready and out-ftretched 
arm of Jefus Chrift his Saviour* Whereas 
he ihottld hay« refolutely gone on; and al- 
though 
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though he might not have been at firft fen- 
lible of having gone far, yet he would necef- 
farily have acquired increafe of ftrength, and 
all difficulties would have at lafl vanifhed be- 
fore him. No oppofition, therefore, no infir- 
mity, no temptation, no fault, (hould ever force 
us to abandon our enterprize; for if we will 
but go on, a fure and certain vidory attends us^ 
Every fingle aft of virtue adds to our ftrength. 
Every repetition of it will render our journey 
more and more delightful ; and finally we 
ihall acquire fuch a confirmed and manly 
ftate of holincfs, that that virtue, for which 
at firft we had not the leaft regard, (hall at 
laft be interwoven into our afifedtions. Qur 
blefied Saviour lijcens the kingdom of heaven 
lo *^ a grain of muflar4-feed, which a man 
took and fowed in his field, which indeed i$ 
the ieaft of all feeds ; but when it is grown, 
it is the greateft among herbs, and becometh 
a tree, fo that the birds of the air come and 
lodge in the branches thereof,'' Matt, xiii* 
31, 32. This comparifonis moft beautiful | 
for the feeds of virtue are fmall, and theit 
increafe aln^oft imperceptible, until at lengdi 
they (hoot up to a mighty height. Suck^ 
yf\\\ be Qur progrefs, if wc will but go on 
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|n the right courfe of improvement : but if 
we ilop Hiort^ or Aide backward, ogj diffi- 
culties will be renewed ; and therefore we 
muft bear in mind that we are ftriving for ft 
crown of glory ; and that we faint not, h\xt 
ftrive. 

. Another remedy recommended in the text 
again^ Qn, is Prayer ; that devout,, that enerr 
getic a6]tof the foul, in which we do acknowi- 
ledge our manifold fins and wickednefs $ in 
which we dp expref^ our £irm faith and re- 
liance on God's mercy ; and in which we do 
refolve to amend our lives, and to live an 
^* holy people, zealous of good works/* 
Fervent and well formed prayers (and where 
can b^ found better than in the litqrgy of 
the chjurch of England ?) do exclude every 
fecret fin, and they are a coat of oiail agalnft 
temptation. But where there is no difpofi^ 
tion to pray, there fin prevails, foon beating 
down the feeble guard of felf-fufficient rea« 
fon : nay, often it employs that reafon as a 
lure to enfnare the fouls of other men* Let 
us, therefore, cheri(h in ourfelves the difpo? 
fitibn to pray. If temptation be power- 
ful, let us not forbear s for the chief reafon 
yrhy wi^ ought to pr^y is^ becaufe we are^ 

weak|^ 
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weak, aad temptation is flfong. Properly 
then, moftpropi^rly, atfach times we fhould 
l>efeech the Almighty God to help and 
ftreDgthen us wifh hi^ all-fuf$cient grace. 
No cuftom whatfoever h^th fo direft a ten- 
dency to difengage us from the wojld a^ 
prayers for it puts in force every virtue 
which we pray for,, and by, enlarging our 
views, 4t enables us i)dt ojily to fee, but to 
puriue our pr.oper intejeft. Wherefore, if 
£n alTail us, Ut us be urgent in prayer; l.Qt us 
jBy to God for fuccqur : and if we thus perfe- 
yere, we may be affurecj that God willanfwer 
oar petitions: ** For all things whatfoever thou 
ihalt afk in prayer, believing, thou (halt re- 
ceive/' that is, what miiy be neceffary and 
expedient for us. When we have acquired 
ft difpoj&tion to pray, and, on all Qccafipns, 
lo pour out our foUls to God ; to bewail 
our infirmities, and to implore his aid in all 
.our dangers and temptations ; and when we 
continue tq do this in faith ; then every 
temptatioo will only jncreg/e our .de:VotiQn, 
and remind us of our duty. This is a moft 
.defireaible flatepf Oftind; bu.t tjtkis (pirit of 
devotjioix, like otjtier .vijrtoea,^ qajj opty arrive 
at its foU Jdrqng^ by ferious thought and 

pra£tice«. 
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praaice. '* Go«tmuing iAite«t iii pVfti^ef** 
rrtuft be acquired^ .ate 'the apoftte tfells ^s# 
'* by watching thtreuftto ^Vith^dl perie^e^ 
r^nce/' By due (ohtihuande i£i^ ^fttc^fttliieft 
and prayer> We (h^ll/becottte ^Ifo^ feabitually 
gQod^, and virtuous^ that vfft ihiatl look ^i4!h 
farprize at pcrfoiis^, \*hoy trithout;^]feiar> imk 
into '* the mire and clay, where ^oAanding 
is," Pfal. Ix2x* 2^ Ainaaedi^ iidefcd^ ihM 
we be/ to fee ineao(iHi QohtcmpiMe uti&bt'- 
ftandingy labourmg with sli theft Alight to 
undermine the -great truths of Chriftianity, 
to deftf oy th^ only good fbiSiidalien en which . 
they may reft their boj^gs^j little icottiideri'ng 
that they^^ fee tbW)(S(gh -a gfafe moK 4brk 
than our <JwW5 for WjSlwve delight of Scrip- 
ture *uithdttt perverfion, but their clouded 
and ptejadicred reiifbn <:an difcov^r no dawn. 
Ill ianolher ftafc We' fhttll -know evfeft fts %e 
are known ; but even in *this we may know 
enough to fecure our evedaftinig pfeace,- Our 
viiion in this our firft life is indeed din^ and 
imperfed: ; but let us all axSt' fo worthily, as 
that, in our fecOndiife^ it fflay be infinite!/ 
brightened and enlarged 5 fo that the vail: 
outline of our creation, prefervation, and rc- 
den^tion, ihali be i^lkd up^ in 9II itB parts^ 
3 to 
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to our complete comprehenlion and iktis-^ 
£iSion.: Co that the myfterious articles of 
Qiir^ faith (hall be as level to our underftand-> 
ingi as the moral rules of pra<5tice. . 

It is commonly faid^ and experience war*^ 
rants the affertioB^ that although we pray^ 
yet we fall into iin» The reafon is> b^eaufe 
our prayers are ceremonious or infrequent^ 
not habitual or fincere. It is iaid> that the 
ajpoiUes fell, and can we Aand ? The aperies 
fell once, but they afterwards glorified God 
in their lives and in their deaths. They felt 
the fore evil of their fall, and by a due per-^ 
(everarice in watchfulnefs add prayer^ they 
in future refilled every (hack 4 Let us then, 
like them, be truly forry for what hath been 
done amifs, and let us doubt not, but that 
if we fhew the fame good difpoiitions as they 
did, we (h»ll have .the fao^i means to ovef-« 
come all pviL 

To conclude. Let us, who in fincerity 
jftrive to do weU, not be beguiled into ruin 
];)y the fallacious reafonings of unliable and 
pernicious men. Let us faithfully abide by 
the general tenour of God's word. Let u« 
not be difheartened at the prevalence and 
conftaocy of temptation ; and if we fall^ let 



AND PRAY£R« 2^$ 

US not abandon ourfelves to dcfpaift but 
boldly return again to the charge, and (hew^ 
by a llcady attachment to our duty, the 
mighty force of a watchful refolution and st 
perfevtring prayer* If we do watch and 
pray^ God will ftrengthen us, and he wiU 
not permit us to be tempted to our foul's 
ruin. If we have a willing fpirit to be good^ 
it is our bufinefs to cherifti it by every good 
word and work, to give it the maftery over 
our defires, and the fupreme rule over our 
condudt. When the foul is thus fubordinate 
to virtue, then temptation itfclf jQiall ferve 
only to confirm pur religious refolutions* 
Then it ihiall only be the exercife of our piety^ 
and not the occafion of fm to us. Then, and 
theft only, vire may count it all joy when we 
fall into divers temptations. What a|;Io* 
rious conqueft is this, when ternptation fhali 
oaly become an incentive to virtue ! whea 
fin (hall only excite our abhorrence, ^ when 
worldly profperity (hall teach us humility, 
and the fevercfl prcffure of afflidlion fliall 
raife our fouls above the world, and enable 
us to take the fafler hold on the promifes pf 
God ! when our religious attainments ihall 
give us a lowly di£Bidexu:e of ourfelvqs^ know- 
ing 
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ing tliat no cafe is more dangerous^ than 
When we jprefumptuoufly fuppofe that our 
own righteoufiiefs ihall prefent us blamelels 
before the Lord ; fo that fpiritual pride^ that 
laft, that worft, that moft fubtle enemy of 
<hc foul, (hall become a prevailing motive of 
our ielf-abafen)ent ! when temptations ihall 
beat upon us, as the waves upon a rock, not 
only to recoil, but to purify our virtue, and 
to render it more refpl^ndent! Then does 
the man poffefs his foul ftrene in peace; 
then he bath gained a rcfemblance of his 
blefTed Mafter, on whom the fierceft a&ults 
of (in could never make the leaft itapreflion. 
Then the foul is (it for that place where 
there is no (in ; then it is ready to take its 
flight to heaven, and without regi-et it can 
bid farewel to the pomps and vanities of this 
miferable world. What heavenly tranquil^ 
lity is there in the mind of him to whom 
fordid pleafures have loft their charm« ! Hap- 
py Chriftian ! thou haft kid up for thyfelf 
an everlafting treafure, which ^* neithermoth 
nor ruft doth corrupt, which thieves <;anttot 
break through nor (beal/* 

In a word, let us all frorti henceforth, 
with oiie heart and vrith one foul> firmty 

ftrivc. 
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ftrive, by a virtuous life, and a fteady faith 
in Chrifl Jefus, to do our duty to God and 
man. Let us watch and pray, that we enter 
not into temptation ; and let us humbly im- 
plore the Supreme Being, who is the aid of 
all that need, the Arength of all that flee to 
him for fuccour, that he will mercifully ac- 
cept our prayers : and becaufe through the 
weaknefs of our mortal nature we can do no 
good thing without him, let us pray that 
he will grant to us the help of his grace, 
that in the keeping of his commandments 
we may pleafe him both in will and deed, 
through Jefus Chrift our Lord; to whom 
with the Holy Spirit, be afcribed all honour . ' 
and glory, both now and for ever. Amen. 



R ' S E R^ 



SERMON XIV. 



ON THE SHORTNESS OF HUMAN LIF||, 



Job xiv. j, a, 

Man that is born of a woman is of few days^ 
and full of trouble. He comet h forth like 
a flower y and is cut down ; befleeth aljb as 
. a floadow^ and continuetb not. 

FE W fubjcfts arc more worthy of our 
contemplation y than the fhprtnefs of 
human life; and therefore the facred writings 
do frequently awaken our attention to it, by 
various ioiages and allufions of wonderful 
force and beauty. In the xcth Pfalm (which 
is fuppofed to have been written by Mofes, 
after God had determined to fhorten the days 
of the murmuring. Ifrae)ites in the wilder- 
R i pefs) 
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ncfs) human life is compared to a flood, im-* 
petuouily rolling down from an high moun- 
tain, overwhelming and fweeping oflf every 
thing in its courfe. It is compared to fleep, 
from which when we awake in the morning, 
we think the time that hath pafTed to be as 
nothing. It is compared to the grafs of the 
field, which ia the morning, in our youth, 
is fair and beautiful, it groweth up and flou- 
rifheth ; but in the evening, in old age (and 
how often before that evening !) it is cut 
down and withered. It is compared to a tale 
that is told, which is fbon aflerwards for- 
gotten. And in the text, the life of man is 
compared to a flower and to a fhadow^ '^ Man 
cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down : 
he fleeth alfo as a fhad'ow, and continueth 
not." The flowers of the field grow out 
of the earth; and man alfo was formed 
from the ground. The flowers of the field 
ftand expofed to ajl the' viciflitudes of the 
weather ; to fierce Winds, to impetuous 
rain, and ungenial flues. Man, in like 
manner, from his infancy to his death, ftands 
expofed to the many various changes and 
chances of this mortal life ; to the rude af- 
faults of violence and power; to the over-^ 

whelming 
6 
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whelming deluge of affliftion, and the gloom 
of difcontent and defpair. The fond, but 
blameable indulgence of injudicious friends,; 
hath often nurtured up this tender flower to; 
a growth that is too luxuriant for the fea- 
fon, that cannot bear the chill of difappoint-* 
ment and wo. If it efcape the rude ftorms 
of adverfe fortune, if the man bear his blufli- 
ing honours thick upon him, yet what can , 
preferve him from decay; from that killing 
frofl:, which nips his root, and then he falls 
into, oblivion ? Jufl: like the fincft flower, 
which, when once cut down by the hand of 
the mower, foon lofes all its beauty, and it 
lies undiflinguifhed among the common grafs 
of the field. 

But man is compared to a fhadow that 
fleeth, and continueth not. How truly 
beautiful, how.juftis the comparifon ! In 
the morning, at the rifing of the fun, fha- 
dows are weak and faint ; but at noon-day 
they. become ftrong and diftindt. When the 
fun fets, they gradually difappear, and at laft 
they vanifli' into night. Juft fo is the rife, 
the progrefs, and the declenfion of mortal 
man. In infancy, how indiftindl, how im- 
perfedt is the human charadtqr ! In middle 
R 3 age. 
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age, h6\* ftrong and clear ! But in the even- 
ing of lift, in old age, how feeble and un- 
cqua 1 There is not a moment in the day 
when a fhadow is at reil. It journies on in- 
ceflfantly to the time of darknefs. In like 
manner we do all journey towards the grave. 
Sometimes the fhadows vanifh in the fulnefs 
of their firength, in the higheft noon ; for 
although the fun (hine in the plenitude of 
bi& glory, yet it may happen that a cloud (hall 
inteifvene, and caufe extraneous ihadows 
to difappear. In like manner, many of the 
human race> in the moft vigorous health, do 
often on a fudden fall before fome fatal difeafe, 
which no art can retard, which no medicine 
can cure. But thanks be to God, although 
the fimilitude of our mortal life to a flower 
dnd tb a fhadow, be exad in all its parts, yet if 
we compare it with the life to com^, it will 
bear no jrefemblance, and therefore wc have 
teally no caufe to complain : for it is not 
the length, nor the certainty, but the figni- 
ficancy of our life that we are principally to 
regard. He that hath endeavoured to fulfil 
the purpofe of his being, hath lived long 
enough and vrcll enough to fecurc his effen- 
tial happinefs. Bui, perhaps, there is no- 
I . thing 
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thing that tends more towards a good life^ 
than the frequent coniideration of our latter 
end; and yet how few there be that look 
fteadily at this boundary of mortality ! We 
avoid the view, we fhun it, as if we could* 
exempt ourfelves from being mortal, by for- 
getting that we are fo; as if we could flop 
fhort, and avoid that bourn from whence no 
traveller returns. If dleath be an enemy, and 
even of all others the moft dreadful ; yet 
furely, by viewing him through a perfpec- 
tive, we do not at all haften his approach, 
but we become better prepared, we become 
better guarded againft his violence. Let us 
then frequently look with the mind's eye at 
thefe truths ; 

I ft. That death is unavoidable. 

2dly, That the days of our life are con- 
tinually dccreafing. 

3dly, That our days are few and' un- 
certain. ' 

I do readily allow, that thefe fafts are 
moft plain and common ; that proud fcience 
is too apt to confider them as beneath her 
regard; that critical and pedantic learning 
herein finds no difiiculties to overcome: but, 
ncverthckfs, they are truths of vaft import- 
R jf. ance 
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ance and weight; fuch as arc able, when, 
duly refleftcd on, to lift the foul to heaven, 
and confequcntly to render it indifferent to 
the idle vanities of this miferable world. 
They are fuch as muft neceffarily purify 
our devotion, enlarge our faith, . and open to 
us the wide and glorious profpeft of eternity* 
Suffer me, 

ifl then. To remind you that death is un- 
avoidable. 

*' It is appointed for all men once to die." 
** Is there not an appointed time to man upon 
earth ? are not his days alfo like the days of 
an hireling ?" *' This I fay, brethren, that 
the time is fhort : it remaineth that they that 
Weep, be as though they wept not ; and they 
that buy, as though they poflefTed not ; and 
they that ufe this world, as not abufing it ; 
for the fafhion of this world paffeth away.'* 
In truth, whatever advantages we at prefent 
poffefs ; how great, how profperous, how 
pre-eminent foever we be to-day ; yet if we 
muft fhortly die, our ftate is but little more 
than the pomp of an hour, the pageantry of 
a theatre that ends with the piece, and then 
we muft be again blended with our native 
duft ; afhcs to afhes, and duft to duft ; for 
• ' duft 



O F H U M A N L 1 F,E. 249 

duft we are, and untq duft muft we return. 
How frequent are the warnings of i>qr ap- 
proaching di Ablution ! Do not great cities 
and towns daily lofe their inhabitants ? Is 
not every dying friend and acquaintance a 
j-emembrancer of our own mortality ? Have 
thy parents funk into the grave ? Think then 
to what an inheritance thou waft born. . Haft 
thou paid the laft mournful duties to thy 
bofom friend, who was as dear to thee as thy 
life ? Art not thou compounded of the fame 
perifhable matter ? Hath death deprived thee 
of thy beloved child, whofe innocence won 
thy belief that he was the better part of 
thee, who was the fond hope of thy public 
and thy private care ? He, alas ! fliall not 
return to thee, but thou fhalt furely go to 
him. If this be fo, let us ferioufly lay it to 
heart, and refleft, that the death of friends 
is a real meflage to us from heaven : and 
fince we may not live here for ever, let us 
con fider what will become of us hereafter; 
whether, by death, we Ihall be diflblved into 
our primeval nothing ; or whether there be 
not an immortal principle within us, that 
ihall furvive the funeral of the body, and 
that fhall live in happinefs or mifcry for 

ever^ 
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ever. If annihilation be the confequcncc of 
our removal hence, then we (hall do well 
to ftudy and to revere the'wifdom of this 
world. But if the foul be immortal, it muft 
be our grand point to provide for this incor- 
ruptible fpirit ; to lake great care that we be 
prepared to live for ever in that unknown 
world, where the wonders of the Lord flialL 
be revealed. 

That the foul is immprtal, both reafon 
and fcripture do affure us. The fcripture 
proofs are fo many, that I need not point out 
the paffagcs to your confideration. But, 
perhaps, we do not enough exercife our coni- 
mon reafon upon this weighty matter. If 
it be true, that the rational foul acquires 
larger intelligence the longer it exifts, it 
would be abfurd to fuppofe, that the nearer 
it graduates to perfedlion, the nearer it ap- 
proaches to its deflruftion. 

Further, the defire of immortality is uni- 
verfal among mankind. Why elfe do we 
fhew fo much concern for our reputation 
after death ? Every one who hath power, 
wealth, or genius, is full of expedients to 
inform pofterity that he once exifted. Books, 
pictures, buildings, monuments and infcrip- 

tions. 
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tionS, are all cxpreffive of this defire. Nay, 
he who denies the immortality of the foul, 
adts in oppofition to his own principles ; for 
he writes, difputes, and propagates his, opi- 
nions, for the fake of never-ending praife* 
Why do we fo feduloufly ft rive to gain the 
loVe of our childrea ? Becaufe we think that 
the relation between us and them is to laft 
interminately after death.' What is the 
grand inducement to a difinterefted, a pa- 
triotic, or a gallant conduft ? Why, an ho- 
nourstble and deathlefs charader *. Why is 
a brave man willing to facrifice his life for 
his country ? Becaufe he confiders death only 
as a pafsport into a nevv exiftencc; and be- 
caufe he believes that he fhall evei; enjoy the 
grateful recollection of his countrymen. Nay, 

* <^ M^Imum vero argumentum eft, naturam ipfam 
de immortalitate animorum tacitam judicare, quod om- 
nibus curae funt, & maxime quidem, quae poft mortem 
futura funt. Serit arbores, quse alteri feculo profint : quid 
fpedtans, nlii etiam poftera fecula ad fe pertinere ? Ergo 
•arbores feret dillgens agricola, quarum. afpiciet baccam 
ipfe nunquam : vir magnus leges, infticuta, rempublicafn 
conferet? Quid procreatio liberorum, quid propagatio 
nominis, quid adoptiones filiorum, quid teftamentorura. 
diligentia, quid ipfa fepulchrorum monumenta, quid clg- 
gia fignificant, nifi nos futura etiam cogitare ?'* 

TufcuL Quaeft. Lib. i. §. 14. 

the 
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the great principle of fclf-prefervation doth 
arife from a defire of exiftence ; but the rc- 
fledling mind extends that defire to eternity. 
This defire then, this longing after immor- 
tality, is common among men ; and it is 
founded on faft, becaufe the Deity would 
not have implanted it in us, if he had de- 
termined upon the utter extindtion of our 
being. 

2dly, Let me remind you, that our days 
arc continually decreafing; we are hourly 
drawing nearer to our long home. . Many of 
our days are already gone, and the reft are 
flying away with expanded wings. Few of 
us duly refledk on the inceflfant fucceffion of 
nights and days, of months and years. Few 
of us confider how foon we fhall arrive at 
our journey's end. Often do foolifh men 
cheer themfelves with the hopes of many 
years to come^ when, alas ! they never re- 
fleft on the time that is irrevocably gone. 
They do greatly err in the eftimating of 
their time; not confidering that they die 
daily ; that their decay is often haftened by 
fome lurking difeafe that hath taken faft hold 
of the conftitution ; by means of intempe- 
rance, natural infirmity, or by improper 

modes 
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modes of life. They confider not that the 
remainder of their days cannot be great, and 
that if it were, there would even then be no 
cxcufe for the abufe of the prefent hour. 
Inftead, therefore, of cherifliing the uncer- 
tain hope of long life, inftead of beguiling 
our own fouls with fallacious fuppofitions, 
let us rather, from the retrofpedt of the days 
that are paft, learn to redeem the time, 
and to make a good ufe of that ihort fpace 
which may ftill be in refcrve for us. Let us 
ftrive, as our bodies decay, as our lives draw 
near to an end, to cleanfe our fouls from the 
foul ftains and pollutions of the world; and, 
through the all-fufBcient mediatorial power 
of Chrift Jefus, to prefent them a& a reafon- 
able, holy, and lively facrifice untothe Lord, 
If we have mif-fpent any of ourlife^ we muft 
redeem that lofs by a better ufe of what I'e- 
mains ; but let us on no account defer the 
great bufinefs of our fouls, until old age, 
and its attendant miferies, fall heavy upon 
us. How dreadful, perhaps how unprofi- 
table, will be the tafk, at that time to begin 
to do what hath been all along undone, and 
which, neverthelefs, muft be done, if wq 
would have any hope, any confolation in our 

death ! 



254 ON THE SHORT NBSS^ 

death ! Repentance alone hath not the fame 
active and approved force and power ta favc 
our fouls, as a regular and Aeady courfe of 
virtue. It is moft abfurd to fuppofe that 
we can do enough, if we only refolve to be, 
for the future, virtuous and religious, when, 
perhaps, we be on the point of departure 
out of this world, when our life flutters on 
the brink of the grave. One inftance, in- 
deed, and but one, of an efficacious repent- 
ance at the hour of death, is recorded in 
holy fcripture ; but the peculiar circum- 
ftances thu attended it, afford no hope that, 
in other cafes, it may be fuccefsful. And 
it furely can give no juflifiable caufe for any 
man to prcfume upon fuch a precedent. Let 
us then immediately, now, while we be in a 
capacity to commit further fin, now deter- 
mine to forfake it. Let us ftridly. examine 
our paft conduft, and flrive to recover in 
ourfelves that pure perceptibility of confci- 
ence, bj which we once fhunned vice as a 
monfler loath fome to the imagination. Let 
us counterad: our evil habits, and no longer 
regard that with fondnefs and delight, which 
an angel from heaven would look upon with 
horror. Let us fairly and attentively en- 
quire. 
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quire, whether or not we have fulfilled the 
great defign of our being ; Whether, by our 
undcrftanding, our power, our wealth, our 
induftry, we have really done our duty to 
God, to our neighbour, and to ourfelves ; 
Whether' we have fo employed our time and 
talents, as that, if the next minute were to 
be our laft, we could deliver up our accounts 
with joy. By fuch felf-examination, we 
fhall improve daily in all godlinefs and vir- 
tue, and at laft complete our triumph over 
the too fatal delufions of this evil world. I 
come now, 

3dly, To remind you that our days are 
few and uncertain. 

If we lift up our thoughts to a future 
world, to an endlefs exiftence, our longefl: 
life on earth muft be confidered only as a 
momentary breath, as a thing of nought* 
ImprefTed with this idea, the patriarch Ja^- 
cob thus anfwered the Egyptian king, who 
defired to know his age; ** The days of mf 
pilgrimage are an hundred and thirty years, 
but few and evil have the days of my life 
been," Gen. xlvii. 9. The apoftle James 
hath juftly defcribed our life as *^ a vapour, 

that 
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that appeareth for a little time, and then va- 
nifheth away,*' James iv. 14. 

So perifhable a creature is man : fo foon 
paffeth away our life, and we are gone. Can 
we then be eager and anxious after the trifles 
of this world, at the rifk and peril of lofing 
ineftimable and everlafting joy in the world 
to come ? Rather let us be indifferent to the 
accidents that befal this mortal life. If 
riches increafe, let us not fet our hearts upon 
them, but, like good flewards, carefully and 
judiciouily difpofe of them, to the benefit of 
all around us, according to the benign will 
of our all-gracious Lord and Mafler. If 
poverty and affli6lion aflail us, let us be 
comforted with the reflexion, that *^ the 
time is ftiort," i Cor. vii. 29. But, above 
all, how will the frequent confideration of 
the brevity of human life darken the gaudy 
colourings of vice ! At the approach of death, 
all worldly pleafure muft vanifh, and be no 
more. Would any confiderate man hazard 
the ruin of his eternal foul, for any prefent 
unfubftantial pleafure ? Would he, with the 
fair and large profpedt of heaven before him, 
fall down and worfhip the infidious tempter, 
even for ^11 the kingdoms of the world, and 

the 
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the glory of them ? Much kfs for thofe 
fmall portions of it, thofe idle vanities, that 
cannot poflibly afford any fubftantial com* 
fort ; that only dazzle and diftradl the fenfes, 
that fhorten life, that woun4 the foul with 
remorfe and forrow. 

But if our days be few, fo are they un- 
certain. No man can tell when, where, or 
how he (hall die. Nay, confidering the 
complex frame of the human body, the va- 
riety of its dependencies, whether upon it- 
felf, or upon every thing around it, it is 
really miraculous that any man can live to 
be old. How often fliall particles of noxi- 
ous vapour deftroy thoufarjds of mankind^ 
fweeping off, iri one general peftilence, the 
inhabitants of mighty cities! How vaft a 
number of mankind periflies by the fword, in 
thp hands of mad ambition ! Some perfpns 
amid reyels and frantic gaiety, in the hloom 
of youth, are fuddenly fnatched away by the 
all-commanding hand of death ; Others, 
while buying, felling, and getting gain ; fo 
abforbed in bufinefs and trade as if mammon 
were really a divinity, as if all their treafurc 
were here, and they were never to remove 
into another ftatc. If, indeed, they knew 
S the 
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the time of their death, it is probable that 
their condud would be different. But it is 
highly proper that the time be uncertain^ 
that it be hidden ; for if it were known, how 
many perfons, in fear and terror, would an- 
ticipate the fummons, and negled the com- 
mon bufincfs of their lives (to which, at 
convenient fcaruns, it is their duty to attend) 
and ruin their fauuiies and dependents, for 
the lake of employing the remainder of their 
days in fuperftitious and moil unavailing pro- 
ftitutions of the foul ? On the other fide, 
there would be many, who, obferving that 
death were at fome diftance, would give 
themfclves up " to work all uncleannefs 
with greedinefs." They would wallow in 
debaucheries and in crimes without dread^ 
without compundtion, and without re- 
ilraint. 

To conclude. If man that is born of a 
woman be of few days, and full of trouble ; 
if he come forth like a flower, and is cot 
down ; if he flee alfo as a fhadow, and con- 
tinueth not ; why then let us take care fo 
wifely to redeem the time, as that we may be 
received into everlafting habitations. That 
although man be like a flower, and be cut 

down 9 
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down, yet that he may, like the beatific rofe 
of Sharon, rife to the life immortal. That 
although his life flee away like a fhadow, 
yet that it may hereafter be joyfully efta- 
blifhed in the realities of the life to come, 
through Jefus Chrift the Lord j to whom 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, be 
afcribed, as is moft due, all might, ma- 
jefty, and dominion, l30th now and for evext 
Amen. 
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SERMON XV. 



ON PREPARATION FOB. DEATH, 



MarUI 3dii. 35, 3^4 

tVatcb ye therefore : for ye know not when 
the majter of the houfe comet h^ at even, or 
at midnight, or at the cock-^crowiHg, or in 
the morning : lefi coming fu^denly be fnd 
you Jleeping. 

IT is no little ibufce of comfort to the 
devout Chriftirfn to obferve, that our 
blefled Saviour always conveyed the moft 
ufeful truths in the clearefl: and moft fami- 
liar forms of fpeech. The energy, the fim- 
plicity, the perfpicuity of his divine dif- 
courfes, like deep harmony, enforced atten- 
tion, whether from the wife^ the unwife, the 
S3 learned^ 
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learned, or the illiterate. He never threw 
a cloud Qver his divinity by inexplicsible dic- 
tion, unlefs it were to check the malicious 
impertinence of certain Jews, whofe under- 
ftandings were darkened, being alienated 
from the life of God. His bleffed doftrine 
was for the benefit of all that would receive 
it; and therefore it was exemplified by va- 
rious figures and familiar allufions to the 
underftanding of the meaneft auditor. In 
this chapter, having foretold the deftrudion 
of the tempk, and the calamities that would, 
in after times, befal the Jews, he likens his 
coming again, at the final confunjmation of 
all things, to the return of an houfholder to 
his fervants. '* But of that day and that 
hour knoweth no man, no not the angels 
which are in heaven, neither the Son, but 
the Father. Take ye heed, therefore, watch 
and pray : for ye know not when the time 
is. For the Son of man is as a man taking 
a far journey, who left his houfe, ,and gave 
authority to his fervants, and to every man 
his work, and commanded the poster to 
watch. Watch ye therefore : for ye knovv 
not when the mafter of the houfe cometh, at 
even, or at midnight, or at the cock-crowing^ 

or 
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or in the morning: left coming fuddenly 
he* find you fleeping/' 

Now, as travellers generally chufe to end 
their journey either in the evening or in the 
night; rather than at noon-day ; and as the 
hour of darknefs is allufive to our laft fick- 
nefs, and death ; fb our Lord hath beauti- 
fully particularized the four watches of the 
night, according to the Jewifli divifion, con- 
fidering one or other of them as the moft 
probable time for the houftiolder's return. 
The firft watch, which was called evening, 
began at fix, and ended at nine. The fe- 
cond, which was called night, began at nine, 
and ended at twelve. The third, which was 
called cock-crowing, began at midnight, and 
ended at three. The fourth watch, which 
was^ called morning, began at three, and 
ended at fix o'clock. 

Knowing not then the exad: time of out 
vifitation, although probably fome fatal dif- 
eafe may precede that night of death iti 
which our Lord may come, let us all in- 
ftantly look into ourfelves; and, without 
waiting for the uncertain, although proba- 
ble, warning of a fick bed, ftrive to be pre- 
pared for that great event, which muft* de- 
S 4 termine 
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tcrminc our happincfs or our mifery for ever4 
tJn^ueftlonably, an innocent and a good life, 
is the bed preparation for a fafe and happy 
death. But as I do rather wifh to fpeak par- 
ticularly than generally^ fuifer me to remind 
you of fome few of thofe duties, that are 
preparatory to our propitious removal out of 
this world. 

The firft great duty is repentailce, where- 
by we are unfeignedly forry for having done 
what we ought not to have done, whether in 
thought, word, or deed j whereby we fted- 
faftly refolve to forfake fin, and to lead a new 
life, with a lively faith in God's mercy 
through Chrift* But becaufe of the weak- 
nefs of our mortal nature we are not fuffi- 
cient of ourfelves to do any thing as of our- 
fcl ves, we muft, in humble and devout prayer, 
implore tke aid of Almighty God to con-, 
firm and ftrengthen us in our duty, and to 
give effcft to our pious refolutions. • Indeed 
we muft ourfelves ftrive to avoid fin, to keep 
ourfelves unfpotted from the world, that we 
may thereby invite the Holy Spirit to co- 
operate with our endeavours. We muft 
ftrive, with the little power we have, to put 
away all fin from us, without the refervation 

of 
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of any ; for one fin (if it be fuiFercd, like a 
deadly viper, to entwine itfelf around us) 
may endanger our fouls for ever. 

We muft, moreover, ftrivc to make due 
atonement for every ill thing that we have 
done ; and every one on his death-bed ihould 
be willing to fay, with the good Zaccheus, 
Behold, Lord, if I have done wrong to 
any man, I reftore unto him fourfold. To 
look at our evil deeds in a proper light, and 
therefore to deteft them ; to be heartily forry 
that we committed them, and to be very de- 
firous to make ample atonement for them, 
is all that we can do ; it is all that will be 
cxpeded from tis. But this we muft do, if 
we would be ferenc and happy amid the cares 
and diftradions of an intemperate world; 
this we muft do, if we would enter into the 
joy of our Lord. 

If we negledl to adminifter this bleflcd 
cordial of repentance and amendment of life 
to our difeafed nature, we fhall elfewhere 
feek for cure, but we fhall find none; we 
{hall wander into the broad paths of fin and 
mifery, into paths wherein the wretched 
traveller is often beguiled into everlafting 
luin, by fome gaudy and delufive pleafure^ 

whofe 
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whofe fafcinating charm precludes the pro- 
per means of efcape. Often is he fwallowed 
up and loft in fome deceitful gulf profound, 
ivhofc green and inviting furface too eafily 
caught his unfteady. eye. Often, before he be 
aware, he is fnatchcd away by fome untimely 
or ignominious death, occafioned by his riots 
or his crimes^ with all his fins upon his head, 
for which no atonement hath been made, 
no repentance fhewn, no amendment prof- 
fered. O confidcr this, ye that forget God f 
left he pluck yoit away, and there be none 
to deliver you. Confider, that our life, our 
time, is not at our difpofal. The prefent 
moment is only our own. It is, indeed, an 
cftate in poficffion, and a very valuable one, 
if we would but rightly ufe it. It is an 
eftate that no confiderate man would ex- 
change for a precarious reverfion. And yet 
thus we do, while we procraftinate our re- 
pentance and amendment of life. Our fouls, 
our ever-exifting fouls, are, by the moft in- 
explicable acquiefcence to our ruin, left to 
the hazard of being for ever excluded from 
perfcdl happinefs in heaven. Let us not 
then delay the confideration of thofe things 
that concern our ever lafting peace, left they 

be 
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be for ever hid from our eyes ; but let us all 
bewail our faults, and, in innocency of life, 
ftrive to fender ourfelves acceptable to our 
mighty Leader and moft benign Shepherd; 
who feid down his life for his fheep ; who 
came down from heaven to feek and to fave 
thofe who were nearly loft in this great arid 
dulky wildernefs of fin. 

The fecond great preparatory duty to a 
happy death, regards the important obliga- 
tions that we owe one to another. But what 
greater obligation is there ; what debt more 
due to fociety ; what more ufeful, mare ne- 
ceflary, than the fettling of our worldly af- 
fairs prudently and juftly before we die? 
Charity and juftice require thus much from 
us. It may be the only means of preferving 
peace and love among relations, of prevent-- 
ing quarrels and law-fuits among brethren. 
A good man fincerely prays for the welfare 
of his family and friends, and, after the ex- 
ample of Jcfus Chrift, he wifhes to leave 
peace behind him. Let him, therefore, be 
careful to fecure this bleffed legacy to his 
kindred, by making his will and teftament, 
in the cleareft and plaiiieft manner, when he 
k in health, when his mind is unruffled and 
7 at 
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at eafe^ and his memory found and undi^-« 
turbed. To afl: well in this weighty mat- 
ter, requires the cooleft judgment, the moft 
unfluttered attention ; and therefore it ihould 
not be delayed until difeafe overtake us, when 
the mind is either too ifritab^e, or too tor- 
pid, to difcharge properly this very import- 
ant obligation. To reward the integrity of 
friends, the love and duty of children, the 
honefty and obedience of fervants ; to fettle 
a juft and a diftindl provifion for relations, 
to diftribute our alms among the poor and 
needy, requires, and it dcferves, much thought 
and care ; and if it be delayed until life be in 
fufpence, we may be impofed upon, either 
by our own enfeebled underflanding (for as 
the animal power decays by difeafe, fo fre- 
quently doth the mental) or we may be im- 
pofed upon by the fubtle and fclf-interefted 
infmuations of our attendants. We may 
accordingly execute this great work in a 
very unfair or defeftive manner; and inftead 
of leaving peace, we may convey ftrife, ha- 
tred, and.confufion to our pofterity for many 
generations. Befides, a good man would 
defire to employ his laft thoughts in the 
reftifying of his foul for an exiftence purely 

' Spiritual : 
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fpiritual : and it would be moft irkfome to 
have his attention called backward to this 
world, when he be on the point of departure 
into another. For all which reafons the 
church of England hath, very wifely, or- 
dained, that " men fhould be often put in 
remembrance to take order for the fettling 
of their temporal eftates while they be in 
health." 

Having thus endeavoured to make our 
peace with God, and having well fettled our 
affairs with men, by doing juAicc, by fliew- 
ing kindnefs, and efpecially by providing, 
as we ought to do, for thofe of bur own 
houfliold; let me remind 'you, that a third 
rule, as preparatory to our departure hence, 
is frequently to confider our latter end, to 
wean our affedlions from this world, and to 
meditate upon futurity. 

The ferious confideratlon of death and 
eternity, is of itfelf fufEcient to give us an 
indifference for this life; and by frequent 
contemplation and abflradtion, we fhall ren- 
der the approach of death, not lefs awful 
indeed, but lefs dreadful to us. Awful, 
indeed, it is, and fo it muft ever be; for 
who can think of the feparation of the foul 

from 
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from the body, without emotion ? Who can, 
even in the confcioufnefs of his integrity, 
ftand awlefs before the pure eyes of God ? 
But, neverthelefs, if we faint not, but ftrive 
to do our duty, until the night cometh when 
no man can work ; if we will but often re- 
fled: on the protedling care of all-watchful 
Providence, our flefli (hall reft in hope, and 
we may be induced to lay down our lives iti 
the grave, as upon an eafy couch after an 
Jiard day's labour. ** filefled are the dead 
which die in the Lord, even fo faith the 
Spirti, for they reft from their labours." 
The weary foul, becaufe of its own peace 
of mind, becaufe of its firni reliance on 
the mediatorial power of Jefus Chrift the 
Lord, and becaufe of the fublime view of 
everlafting glory, (hall reft in hope. " Learn 
of me," faith our almighty Saviour, ** and 
ye fhall find reft unto your fouls;" That 
reft, which doth powerfully blunt the edge 
of afflidion, which abftrads us from the 

[ . vain care§ of this fubl unary world, and 

which exalts our fouls to heaven. He that 

• hath learned to pofTefs himfelf of this reft, 

hath bought that goodly pearl, for which he 

hath wifely fold every thing elfe that he had. 

• ( |ie is poffcfled of ^ha^ treafui*? h\d irx a field. 
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for which he fold all that he had, that he 
might buy that field. He that hath this 
reft, looks down with pity on the unprofi* 
table labours of mad ambition, with abhor- 
rence on the dirty toil of avarice and luft. 
The rivalfliips, the jealoufies, the enmities 
that rage amongft mankind, are beneath his 
care, and therefore they can never difturb 
his peace. To fuch a man to die is gain. 
But yet while he remains in the body, he 
thinks it his bounden duty, not to negleA 
the adlive duties of that ftation of life to 
which it hath pleafed God to call him ; and 
his perfect confidence in the Almighty, 
animates him to fulfil his will, by rendering 
himfelf as ufeful as he can to his creatures. 
He doth not entirely feclude himfelf from 
the world, norharrafs hin^felf with incelTant 
mortifications and aufterities, after the man- 
ner of certain vifionaries, who, by denying 
themfelves every earthly comfort, perhaps 
believe that God is to be won by their un- 
gracious attempts to check his abundant 
dififufion of general happinefs. 

It would be well, if the folitary and nar- 
row-minded monk, inftca4 of contenting 
himfelf with his fp w books^^ his beads, and 
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midnight penance, were to refle£t that man 
was not born for Himfelf alone ; that an ufe- 
kfs life is abfolutely immoral ; that the fpi- 
rit of the Chriftian religion is not difcovercd 
in a morofe rejedlion of the good things of 
this life ; and that a conftant dread of a mi- 
ierable futurity, fhews a finful diftruft of 
the abundant mercy of God. 

But if fome vifionaries err, by thus to- 
tally withdrawing themfelves' from all fo- 
ciety, by mortifying every innocent gratifi- 
cation, through fear of offending God ; arc 
there not others who err in the contrary ex- 
treme ? who, in religious matters, are far 
too bufy ? who, under the influence of a 
warm imagination and a fhallow judgment, 
prefumptuoufly call themfelves and their af- 
fociates the only eledt people of God ? who fit 
in judgment upon the reft of mankind, and 
condemn them to eternal perdition ? Zeal 
that is not according to knowledge, they 
fhould know, is, in religion, the moft de- 
ftrudtive bias of the mind. And when 2eal 
be inflamed by power, it rageth like the 
ftippofcd fire of hell, fiercely indeed, but 
without light. Who can paint, in colours 
that are ftrong enough, the many atrocious 
I a(^$i 
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aAs of this implacable fpirit ? Who can 
enumerate its cruelties ? Behold the inqui- 
fition of Spain and Portugal ! that execrable 
tribunal j where bigotry and ftate-policy once 
fupported the bloodied principles under the 
banner of the gofpel. Behold in that dole- 
ful prifon, in darknefs, in dofe confine- 
ment, in moft dreary folitude, in tremen- 
dous filence, fave when interrupted by fome 
heart-piercing groan from an adjoining dun- 
geon, the poor innocent prifoner, wafting 
away his melancholy days till the hour of tor- 
ment arrive, at which dread time his ago- 
nies baffle all defcription ! Often is the life 
fuifered to flit, as it were, upon the brink 
of the grave; moflrdefirous, indeed, to fly 
into it, but pulled back to fuiFer new pain, 
until the lookers-on be glutted with this 
more than favage cruelty; and then at laft 
the poor creature is thrown into the flames, 
and dies a viftim to the unparalleled bar- 
barity of a mifguidcd zeal. 

Surely, every Chriftian, who ftrives to 
imitate the benign example of his blefled 
Mafter, in mceknefs, loving-kindnefs, and 
forbearance, muft feel the fhame, the di(ho- 
nour, with which zeal hath ftained the Chrif- 
T tiaii 
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tian church. In modern times, indeed^, 

this fiery and turbulent fpirit hath been 

curbed by Icgiflative wifdom; but that it 

exifts, even in this age, the conflagrations 

in our metropolis, in 1780, afford but too 

ample proof. To burn and to deflroy, is 

jiot the way to perfuade ; and the errors of 

the mind are to be cured by fou'nd reafoning, 

but not by a zealot's fury. How impious 

is that fedtary, who excludes all men from 

God's mercy, except his own party ? -How 

prefumptuous, how groundlefs, are his own 

felf-congratulations? The truth is, that wc 

are all, without exception, unprofitable fer- 

vants. If we could fulfil the whole law, 

which none of us can do, we fhould only 

fulfil the conditions of our being ; and from 

thence, therefore, derive no claim to the 

eternal rewards of heaven. But thanks be. 

to God, we have all ^* an advocate with the 

Father, even Jefus Chrift the righteous^ who 

is the propitiation for our fins." We, that 

areChriftians in knowledge, have the ftrongeft 

reafons to cpnfide in his merits, and prafti- 

cally to obey his written word. But are We 

only under the favour of heaven ? Unquef^ 

tionably, they who never heard of the name 

8 of 
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of Chrift; the untutored Indian, who fees 
his God in clouds, and hears him in the wind, 
even he fhall receive the benefit of our Lord's 
moft meritorious death and paflion. Let us 
all then, henceforth, think of ourfelves with 
humility, and of others with candour. Let 
us not judge, left we be judged, Let us look 
forward in faith and hope to our day of reft, 
and ftiidioufly endeavour to prepare ourfelves 
for it. If we thus live, we need not fear 
to die* We fhall invite the Holy Spirit to 
abide with us, and to eftablifh in our hearts 
that heavenly peace and joy which paffeth 
aU undcrftanding, and which fadeth not 
away. 

4thly, The laft preparatory rule to an 
happy death of which I fhall remind you, 
regards the due improvement of our time. 
This is very fhort and uncertain, and there- 
fore no parts of it ftiould be loft or unim** 
proved. What the neceflary bufinefs and 
pfefervation of life doth not require, fhould 
be filled up with fome rational exercife or 
employment. If we be poflfeiTed of under- 
ftanding, or learning, or wealth, let us riot 
mifapply thefe means of doing good^ but 
c;onfider, that as our talents and opportuni- 
T 2 tic« 
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tics are great, fo the greater will be the ac- 
count that we mull: give of thefe our trufts 
and ftewardfhips. This life is a truft, and 
it is our bounden duty to manage it con- 
fcientioufly, and to furfendcr it up with in- 
tegrity. But here we may remark, that as 
the mind cannot always be in the fatigue of 
arduous thought, nor the body in conftant 
labour, we may be allowed to indulge our- 
felves fometimes in innocent relaxations and 
amufements ; and more efpecially, becaufe 
they fmooth down the afperities of life *, 
^nd by their tendency to the furtherance of 
fecial happinefs, they are produdive of good. 
But they muft all be in moderation and in 
feafon 5 and they fhould never be permitted 
to interfere with, nor to retard, our honour-- 
^ble and important purfuits, much lefs to 

* Excepting fuch recreations as ferve to eftabliflx and 
fecure our health, I know of none more agreeable than 
mufic. This divine art hath the power to harmonize the 
foul, and it wonderfully foothes the troubled mind. The 
unhappy forget their forrows while liftening to the con-^ 
cord of fweet founds 9 and if the fubjed be richly plain- 
tive, even the cruel and revengeful melt into foft pity. 
By mufic David drove away the evil fpirit from Saul ; and 
by mufic Eliflia invited the holy Spirit of prophecy to reft 
Vpon him, 2 Kings iii, 15, 

engrofs 
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engrofs our whole time and attention. How 
childifh is it to trifle and to play away bur 
days, as if we were unfit for manly and ra- 
tional employments ? They who by their 
birth, education, and natural ftrength of abi* 
lities, are marked out for great and weighty 
employments, and yet who vehemently and 
afliduoufly abandon their lives to mean call- 
ings, do really, ere they are aware, adopt 
thofe mean callings ; not confidering, per- 
haps, the unworthinefs of becoming a gam- 
bler, a coachman, or a j;room. Perfons of 
all ranks and.defcriptions have far better en- 
gagenients upon their hands, than merely to 
cat, to drink, and to rife up to play. Great 
and rich men have as many refources for the 
employment of their time, as they have op- 
portunities of doing good to others. And the 
lower orders of mankind can have no apology 
for the wafting away of their lives in idlenefs 
or diflipation. ** But, befides our common 
bufinefs and amufements, there is one em- 
ployment which is moft delightful to the 
good man in his occafional retirements from 
the world. I mean that intercourfe and 
communication which every reafonable crea-? 
turp ought to maintain with the great Au-r 

thpp 
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thor of his being. The man who liveS 
under an habitual fenfe of the Divine pre* 
fence, keeps up a perpetual cheerfulnefs of 
temper; and he enjoys, every moment, the 
fatisfadlion of thinking himfclf in company 
with his dcareft and beft of friends. The 
time never hangs heavy upon him. It is 
impoflible for him to be alone. His thoughts 
andpaflions are the moft bufied at fuch hours, 
when thofe of other men are the moft inac- 
tive. He no fooner fteps out of the world, 
but his heart burns w^ith devotion, fvvells 
with hope, and triumphs in the confciouf- 
nefs of that Prefencc which every where 
furrounds him: or, on the contrary, he pours 
out his fears, his forrows, his apprehenfions, 
to the great and almighty Supporter of his 
exiftence*." 

To conclude. As we do all know that 
our good or bad behaviour here, extends, in 
its influence, to that part of our exiftence 
which lies beyond the grave, let us by wor- 
fhipping God aright (which can only be 
done by obeying his commandments) fo pre-, 
pare ourfelves for the life to come, as that 
we may reft in hope, and meet death with- 

* The Speflator. 

out 
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out fear or artiazement. We that are in 
the depths of this world's afflidtion, ought 
to have abundant confolation in the thought, 
that this our time of trial and probation is 
but as a point without length, breadth, or 
thicknefs, when compared to eternity. That 
although we be pierced through with many 
forrows, yet our afflidlxon, even in the ex- 
a6left balance, fhall weigh nought againft 
that exceeding weight of glory, that fhall 
hereafter be revealed* But if a full tide of 
this world's good flow in upon us, inftead of 
being overwhelmed by it, let us divert its 
courfe, and render it a general bleffing, by 
branching it out into many little, but plea- 
fant ftreams, that fhall run home to the ne- 
ceflities of our fellowrcreatures. Above all, 
under a due fenfe of our rcfpedlive obliga- 
tions, let us fo flrive to habituate ourfelves 
to the expedlation of the fecond advent of 
our Lord, that when he cometh fuddenly, 
whether at even, or at midnight, or at cock- 
crowing, or in the morning, we be not 
found fleeping, but vigilant, and in our 
duty. Which God Almighty grant; to 
whom with the Son and Holy Ghofl, be 
afcribed, &c. 

FINIS. 
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